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PROBLEM

ÁWater supply wells in northern Carson Valley 
were decommissioned due to elevated arsenic 
concentrations (Carl Ruschmeyer, January 2013, Douglas County Public 
Works Director, verbal communication).  

ÁTown of Minden is currently providing water 
from their production wells to supply water lost 
to consumers by the decommissioning of the 
wells in northern Carson Valley  

ÁUltimate Question: Will increasing pumping 
rates from water supply wells in Minden 
mobilize arsenic toward them thereby 
degrading water quality?



Conceptual Model:  Arsenic in Groundwater

Arsenic is naturally occurring. Enrichment can occur due to favorable hydrogeology, geochemical conditions, 
and long flow paths

Deep wells can tap groundwater that can contain the reduced form of inorganic As(III) ïthe more mobile form 
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