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CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
February 15, 2017, 6:30 P.M.
Minutes

Directors present:  
	Karen Abowd, Chairman
	Brad Bonkowski
	Ken Gray 
	David Griffith
	Don Jardine, Treasurer
	Austin Osborne, Storey County representative
	Barry Penzel
Chuck Roberts
Ernie Schank
	Steve Thaler

Directors not present:
	Carl Erquiaga, Vice Chairman
	Don Frensdorff
	Doug Johnson
	Fred Stodieck

Staff present:
	George Benesch, Legal Counsel
Brenda Hunt, Watershed Program Manager
	Edwin James, General Manager
	Toni Leffler, Administrative Assistant/Secretary to the Board
	
Also present: None
	
Chairman Abowd called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Wesley Room of the First United Methodist Church, 412 W. Musser St., Carson City, NV.  The CWSD/Alpine County Joint Powers Board was convened.  Roll call was taken and a quorum was determined to be present.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Director Roberts.

Item #5 - Approval of Agenda.  Director Bonkowski made the motion to approve the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Director Jardine and unanimously approved by the Board.  

Item #6 - Approval of the Board Meeting Minutes from January 18, 2017.  Director Penzel made the motion to approve the Minutes of the Board Meeting on January 18, 2017.  The motion was seconded by Director Bonkowski and unanimously approved by the Board, with Directors Gray and Griffith abstaining for not having been at that meeting.  

Item #7 - Public Comment – Director Abowd invited new Directors Gray and Griffith to introduce themselves, and each gave some background information about themselves.

CONSENT AGENDA

Item #8 - Approval of Treasurer’s Report for January 2017. - 

Item #9 - Payment of Bills for January 2017.

Item #10 – Discussion for possible action to dispose of the old CWSD fax machine.

Director Bonkowski made the motion to approve the consent agenda, including items #8-10.  The motion was seconded by Director Thaler and unanimously approved by the Board.  

**END OF CONSENT AGENDA**

Item #11 – Discussion for possible action regarding the selection of Cardno, Inc. to conduct the Restudy and Remapping of Voltaire Canyon Floodplain in Carson City.  Ed James explained that CWSD received funding from FEMA as a Cooperating Technical Partner (CTP).  This project is to do restudy and remapping of Voltaire Canyon Floodplain.  CWSD, as the CTP, administers the grant, but the individual counties do the projects.  FEMA pays for 100% of the projects, including administration costs.  Staff sent out a Request for Qualifications (RFQ), which was reviewed by CWSD and Carson City, and Cardno was selected as the firm to conduct the study.  Director Griffith asked where this canyon is.  Mr. James explained that it is just north of Hwy. 50 going from Carson City to Lake Tahoe.  

Director Penzel made the motion to hire Cardno, Inc. to conduct the Restudy and Remapping of Voltaire Canyon Floodplain in Carson City.  The motion was seconded by Director Bonkowski and unanimously approved by the Board.

Item #12 – Discussion for possible action regarding the selection of Orangetree Studios to produce the “Floodplains as a Community Asset” videos and to update the CWSD overview videos.  Brenda Hunt explained that as part of our FEMA MAS #5 grant, four “Floodplains as a Community Asset” videos will be produced: 1) a 30-second Public Service Announcement (PSA) for the community, 2) a two-minute video for developers, 3) a two-minute video for policy makers/public officials, and 4) a two-minute video for agricultural producers.  Also, the CWSD overview video will be updated for $5,950, which is a match for the grant from NDEP for outreach.  Four proposals were received, but Orangetree was the most qualified.   Staff met with Orangetree Studios in Reno, and NDEP also recommended them.  

Director Osborne asked if these can be used as TV commercials.  Mr. James responded that the 30-second PSA will be used on TV.  Director Osborne asked if this video could also be donated to the high school and suggested showing them in local theaters.  Director Abowd suggested that the theater be contacted for government PSA accommodations.  

Director Penzel asked what politicians video is for.  Ms. Hunt explained each type of video and how it would be used.  Director Penzel wanted to be sure the videos were effective for their audiences.  Director Bonkowski noted that these came out of the survey done last year.  Ms. Hunt pointed out several locations that the videos can be used:  website, schools, etc.

Director Schank joined the meeting at 6:45 pm,

Director Bonkowski made the motion to hire Orangetree Studios to produce the “floodplains as a Community Asset” videos for an amount not to exceed $24,000 and to update the CWSD overview video for an amount not to exceed $5,950.  The motion was seconded by Director Thaler and unanimously approved by the Board.

Item #13 - Discussion for possible action regarding various bills that CWSD may want to support, oppose, or monitor during the 2017 Legislative Session.   Mr. James explained that Susan Joseph-Taylor, Deputy Administrator for the Nevada Division of Natural Resources, also attended the Legislative Committee meeting.  Ms. Joseph-Taylor noted that there are more water bills this year than at past legislative sessions.  Mr. James mentioned that CWSD staff will be working to educate legislators.  There are also some non-water bills effecting the Open Meeting Law, property tax, etc., which CWSD is watching.

Director Abowd noted that Ms. Joseph-Taylor mentioned the misinformation circulating in the communities (ex., domestic well metering).  Mr. James will go to public meetings to help educate the public.  Mr. Benesch mentioned a group at Pahrump who prides themselves in spreading misinformation to create a doubt.  Director Thaler mentioned that Mary Walker said the Clearing and Snagging Account bill is being introduced this session.  Mr. James noted that it would be in the full amount of $250,000.  We are working with the State Engineer and NDEP to make sure projects are done right.  Director Griffith commented on the rumor that the government is going to take well water; he has been contacted in the Mesa area by people concerned with the rumors.

Director Schank made the motion to authorize staff to participate in the 2017 Legislation Session and provide monthly updates to the CWSD Board.  The motion was seconded by Director Gray and unanimously approved.

Item #14 – Discussion for possible action for scheduling a CWSD Strategic Planning Meeting. Mr. James explained that staff tries to schedule a Strategic Planning meeting every two years.  We are hoping to have one in March which would take about four hours.  Toni Leffler will be sending out a Doodle poll to get availability dates.      

No action was required on this item; receive and file.

Item #15 - Discussion for possible action regarding an update on the flooding recovery.  Mr. James provided some pictures of recent flooding.  Nevada declared a State of Emergency.  FEMA came out and looked at flooding in the different counties.  Nevada received more than the minimum amount of damage to qualify for FEMA funds, but the President still must declare the flooding a Federal Disaster.  Mr. James has suggested that everyone keep track of their bills and time for repairing flood control structures in case the costs can be submitted for reimbursement.

Mr. James reported that he had a good meeting with representatives from the US Army Corps of Engineer and State Lands and went to Tom Minor’s ranch to view the damage.  The bank can be repaired right away with State Lands’ approval.  We need to work with SHPO to determine what historic things they are looking for.    

Director Jardine asked if Alpine County will qualify for FEMA funding.  Director Griffith noted that California did declare a State of Emergency in 50 of 58 counties.  Mr. James mentioned that the county needs to find out if they are one of the 50 counties included in the emergency declaration.  

Director Schank mentioned that Lahontan Reservoir has about 60,000 af of storage left and explained the amount of releases being made from Lahontan Reservoir over the next few weeks.  Mr. James mentioned that there will be a Carson River Regional Flood Management Workshop on March 8 to talk about places upstream we can do things to alleviate flooding.  The next storm is expected to bring snow in the higher elevations and 1.5” of rain in the lower elevations.  

Director Schank explained that Lahontan was not authorized as a flood control project.  The Newlands Project was completed in 1905, but Lahontan was not dammed at that time.  In 1907, there was flooding.  Lahontan Dam was authorized in 1910 and finished in 1915.  The Truckee Carson Irrigation District (TCID) is starting precautionary releases earlier than usual, before end of March or early April.  There is 475,000+ af of snow pack in the headwaters of the Carson River.  Lahontan Reservoir is expected to fill and spill twice before July this year.  If 20,000 af of water topped the dam, it would flood Fallon and Churchill County, so it is preferable to make a controlled spill than overflow dam which is uncontrollable.  Churchill County is hoping to begin February 20 to build the Sheckler structure which would spill into the NAS bombing range.  The project is estimated to take two weeks.  

Mr. James noted that if the flooding is declared a Federal Disaster, we still must come up with match funding, some of which have been set aside in the CWSD Floodplain Management Fund.  There will be a discussion about this at the Finance Committee meeting on February 28.  

No action was required on this item; receive and file.

Item #16 - Staff Reports
General Manager - Mr. James reported that the Finance Committee will need to cut out $250,000 from project requests for FY 2017-18.  CWSD is getting less ad valorem tax income than we did in 2008.

Brenda Hunt reported that on 2/21/17, the NDEP and EPA will be conducting a tour of the Mercury Superfund Site in Lyon County.  On the morning of 2/22, a Mercury Site workshop will be conducted with Dave Freeman from NDEP and Andy Bain from EPA.  For the afternoon of 2/22 and all day 2/23, the Carson River Coalition (CRC) will host a Watershed Forum with topics such as mapping, the new Virginia City wastewater plant, etc.  This will be a true integrated watershed management conference with a variety of speakers.  The program for the Forum was handed out.  Everyone is welcome.   

Legal –Mr. Benesch did not have anything specific to report.

Correspondence – As handed out at the meeting.  

Item #17 - Directors’ Reports 
Director Abowd reported that she was acting Mayor Pro Tem last week during flooding.  She complimented the Carson City Public Works and Emergency Management Team who did a great job assisting residents during flooding.  

Director Osborne reported that last week there was 3.5’ of snow overnight in Virginia City and the Highlands.  It caught some residents off guard and taxed county road snow removal equipment.

There were no other Directors’ reports.

Item #18 - Public Comment.  None

There being no further business to come before the Board, Director Schank made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Director Jardine.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Toni Leffler
Secretary

