
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING AND CWSD FY 2017-18 TENTATIVE BUDGET HEARING 

 

DATE:  May 17, 2017    

TIME:  6:30 P.M. 

LOCATION: Douglas County Commission Chambers 
  1616 8th St. 
  Minden, NV  89423 
 

The meeting will be preceded by a tour flood damaged areas in Carson Valley at 3:30 p.m. 

(carpooling from the Carson Valley Country Club parking lot, 1029 Riverview Dr., 

Gardnerville, NV - see attached map) and dinner at 5:00 p.m. at the Francisco’s Mexican 

Restaurant, 1588 N. Hwy. 395, Minden, Nevada.  A quorum of the CWSD Directors may be 

present at the events preceding the board meeting but no action will be taken. 
 

AGENDA 
Please Note:  The CWSD Board may: 1) take agenda items out of order; 2) combine two or more 
items for consideration; or 3) remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion related to an 
item at any time.  Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate individuals with 
disabilities who wish to attend the meeting.  Please contact Toni Leffler at (775)887-7450 
(mailto:toni@cwsd.org), at least a week in advance so that arrangements can be made. 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Convene CWSD/Alpine County Joint Powers Board 
3. Roll Call 
4. Pledge of Allegiance 
5. Approval of Agenda (For Possible Action) 
6. Approval of the Board Meeting Minutes from April 19, 2017.  (For Possible Action) 
7. Public Comment (Discussion Only) Action may not be taken on any matter brought up 

under public comment until scheduled on an agenda for action at a later meeting. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Please Note:  All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and may be 
acted upon by the Board of Directors with one action and without an extensive hearing.  Any 
member of the board or any citizen may request that an item be taken from the consent 
agenda, discussed and acted upon separately during this meeting. 
 
8. Approval of Treasurer’s Reports for April 2017.  (For Possible Action) 
9. Payment of Bills for April 2017.  (For Possible Action) 
10. Discussion for possible action to surplus office equipment. (For Possible Action) 
11. Discussion for possible action regarding CWSD partnering with the USGS to collect data             

on mercury and methylmercury in the Carson River Watershed (For Possible Action)  
12. Discussion for possible action regarding various bills that CWSD may want to support, 

oppose, or monitor during the 2017 Legislative Session.  (For Possible Action) 
 

**END OF CONSENT AGENDA** 
   
13. PUBLIC HEARING - The Carson Water Subconservancy District will hold a Public 

Hearing on its FY 2017-18 Tentative Budget.   
14. Discussion for possible action regarding rejection, modification, or adoption of the FY 

2017-18 Final Budget.  (For Possible Action) 
15. Discussion for possible action regarding the proposed federal FY 2018 budget’s 

potential impacts to the Carson River Watershed.  (For Possible Action) 
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16. Discussion for possible action regarding an update on the grade control/diversion 
structures in the Carson River damaged by the January and February floods. (For 
Possible Action) 

17. Discussion for possible action regarding strategic planning session to discuss and 
prioritize CWSD future activities. (For Possible Action) 

18. Staff Reports  - General Manager 
   - Legal 
   - Correspondence 
19. Directors Reports 
20. Public Comment  (Discussion Only) Action may not be taken on any matter brought up 

under public comment until scheduled on an agenda for action at a later meeting. 
21. Adjournment 
 
Supporting material for this meeting may be requested from Toni Leffler at 775-887-7450 
(mailto:toni@cwsd.org) and is available at the CWSD offices at 777 E. William St., #110A, 
Carson City, NV 89701 and on the CWSD website at www.cwsd.org. 
 
In accordance with NRS 241.020, this notice and agenda has been posted at the following locations 
: 
 -Dayton Utilities Complex   -Minden Inn Office Complex 
  34 Lakes Blvd   .   1594 Esmeralda Avenue 
  Dayton, NV      Minden, NV 
 
 -Lyon County Administrative Building  -Churchill County Administrative Complex 
  27 S. Main St.      155 N Taylor St. 
  Yerington, NV      Fallon, NV 
 
 -Carson City Hall    -Carson Water Subconservancy District Office 
  201 N. Carson St.     777 E. William St., #110A 
  Carson City, NV     Carson City, NV 
 
 -Alpine County Administrative Building 
  99 Water St. 
  Markleeville, CA 
 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
 
The undersigned affirms that on or before 9:00 A.M. on May 11, 2017, he/she posted a copy of the Notice 
of Public Meeting and CWSD FY 2017-18 Tentative Budget Hearing and Agenda for the May 17, 2017, 
regular meeting of the Carson Water Subconservancy District in accordance with NRS 241.020; said 
agenda was posted at the following location:  
____________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
     ____________________________________________________ 

     SIGNATURE 

     Name:  ______________________________________________ 

     Title:  _______________________________________________ 

     Date & Time of Posting:  ________________________________ 

mailto:toni@cwsd.org
../2016%20Meetings/MAR%202016/www.cwsd.org


                                Tour Meeting Place Map 

                                  1029 Riverview Dr.  
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CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

February 15, 2017, 6:30 P.M. 

DRAFT Minutes 

 

Directors present:   

 Karen Abowd, Chairman 

 Brad Bonkowski 

 Carl Erquiaga, Vice Chairman 

 David Griffith 

 Doug Johnson 

 Barry Penzel 

Chuck Roberts 

Ernie Schank 

 Fred Stodieck 

 Steve Thaler 

 

Directors not present: 

 Don Frensdorff 

 Ken Gray  

 Don Jardine, Treasurer 

 Austin Osborne, Storey County representative 

 

Staff present: 

George Benesch, Legal Counsel 

Shane Fryer, Watershed Program Specialist 

Brenda Hunt, Watershed Program Manager 

 Edwin James, General Manager 

 Toni Leffler, Administrative Assistant/Secretary to the Board 

 Debbie Neddenriep, Water Resource Specialist II 

  

Also present: None. 

  

Chairman Abowd called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Churchill County Commission 

Chambers, 155 N. Taylor St., Fallon, NV.  The CWSD/Alpine County Joint Powers Board was 

convened.  Roll call was taken and a quorum was determined to be present.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was led by Director Johnson. 

 

Item #5 - Approval of Agenda.  Director Penzel made the motion to approve the agenda.  The 

motion was seconded by Director Bonkowski and unanimously approved by the Board.   

 

Item #6 - Approval of the Board Meeting Minutes from March 15, 2017.  Director Bonkowski 

made the motion to approve the Minutes of the Board Meeting on March 15, 2017.  The motion 

was seconded by Director Stodieck and unanimously approved by the Board, with Director 

Griffith abstaining for not having been at that meeting.   
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Item #7 - Public Comment – None. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Item #8 - Approval of Treasurer’s Report for March 2017. -  

 

Item #9 - Payment of Bills for March 2017. 

 

Director Erquiaga made the motion to approve the consent agenda, including items #8-9.  The 

motion was seconded by Director Griffith and unanimously approved by the Board.   

 

**END OF CONSENT AGENDA** 

 

Item #10 – Discussion for possible action to award the contract to JE Fuller to conduct the 

Johnson Lane Area Drainage Master Plan.  Ed James explained that out of the four consultants 

who sent in proposals JE Fuller was selected to do the Drainage Master Plan. This will be a 

template for future projects.  Development of a Drainage Master Plan for the Johnson Lane area 

was requested by Douglas County.  Director Griffith asked about the insurance requirements.  

George Benesch noted that time is of the essence, there is a timetable in the contract spelling out 

what needs to be done.  Having a clause in the contract doesn’t add anything.  Regarding 

insurance, there is not of liability exposure for what is being done under this contract.  Director 

Griffith asked if water goes somewhere other than where it’s supposed to, who would the 

residents sue?  Mr. Benesch commented that he didn’t feel it is particularly necessary to have 

additional insurance since CWSD has errors and omissions insurance.  Director Penzel noted that 

the Douglas County Engineer and District Attorney have reviewed the contract. 

 

Director Schank made the motion to authorize the Chairperson to sign the contract with JE 

Fuller to conduct the Johnson Lane Area Drainage Master Plan.  The motion was seconded by 

Director Stodieck and approved by the Board, with Director Griffith opposing.   

 

Item #11 – Discussion for possible action regarding approval of an Interlocal Contract for 

Douglas County to provide funding assistance to develop the Johnson Lane Area Drainage 

Master Plan.  Mr. James explained that this contract provides additional funding from Douglas 

County for development of the Johnson Lane Area Drainage Master Plan so we can pay the 

contractor.  Director Penzel noted that Douglas County Board of Commissioners had a full 

discussion of this and recommended approval of the contract not to exceed $95,000. 

 

Director Griffith made the motion to authorize the Chairperson to sign the Interlocal Contract 

with Douglas County to provide funding assistance to develop the Johnson Lane Area Drainage 

Master Plan.  The motion was seconded by Director Thaler and unanimously approved by the 

Board. 

 

Item #12 – Discussion for possible action regarding the January and February flooding damage 

and CWSD’s assistance for repairs along the Carson River.  Mr. James explained that when he 

was first hired in 1998 one of his first projects was to deal with the flood damages.  At that time 
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CWSD took the lead.  In 1997, FEMA provided the funding upfront for the repairs.  FEMA 

covered 75% of the costs, the State covered 12.5%, the county 6.25%, and CWSD 6.25%.  After 

the 2006 flood, CWSD again took the lead regarding repair of the grade control structures.  

FEMA can only repair public facilities, not private facilities.  FEMA covered 75% of the costs 

and CWSD covered 12.5%-25% of the costs.  Ranchers repaired damage on their property.  The 

rules have changed with FEMA, and they asked if CWSD owns the facilities.  State Lands 

claimed ownership of the river bottom in 1972.  The ranchers maintained the grade control 

structures.  State Lands didn’t want to touch the grade controls.  If CWSD would take over legal 

responsibility of the grade control structures, the repairs would be funded by FEMA.  There must 

be an agreement with landowners for maintenance of the structures.  The FEMA and Emergency 

Management staffs are new since the last flood.     

 

For the Board’s information, Mr. Benesch prepared a draft agreement with the ranchers and a 

draft permit with State Lands.  Before we spend any more staff time, staff needs Board direction 

as to whether CWSD wants to take legal responsibility of the grade control structures so that 

FEMA can help fund the repairs. 

 

Director Schank said an emphatic yes because they are important facilities for ecosystem and the 

health of the ranchers.  He asked how many grade control structures are involved.  Mr. James 

responded that not all the grade control structures were damaged.  They are being evaluated now.  

Some damage won’t be determined until the river goes down in August.  We will submit project 

worksheets and estimate the dollar amount for repairs.  We will enter into agreements to repair 

those which are identified as damaged now, which include six or seven structures in Douglas 

County, four to six in Lyon County, and Mexican Dam in Carson City.  We will have the full list 

next week after a review with the conservation districts and FEMA.  Director Schank asked if the 

Army Corps of Engineers is involved above Lahontan.  Mr. James responded that they are 

involved for permitting, and we will also have to go through State Historic Preservation 

Organization (SHPO) and environmental evaluation.  Taking legal responsibility for the 

structures is a different kind of exposure, but if we don’t do it, it will not happen by anyone else.  

The ranchers would have to pay for it themselves.   

 

In the past, a structure could only be rebuilt to its pre-flood condition, but the Mitigation 406 

Program will consider a better design option if it will hold up better in future events.  Most of 

these structures don’t pass sediment or recreationalists.  If the Board agrees for CWSD to 

participate, staff will look at design modifications if necessary.  Things are happening quickly 

and staff has been scrambling.   

 

Mr. Benesch noted that he doesn’t believe we have any liability.  Director Bonkowski asked if 

we can use these funds to fix Tom Minor’s problem.  Mr. James responded that we cannot use 

this FEMA funding for river restoration projects but funding from CWSD or Q1 can be used for 

those kinds of repairs.  Only grade control structures are eligible for FEMA funding. 

 

Director Penzel asked if each project areas will be listed and whether it include structures above 

and below Lahontan.  Mr. James responded that structures below Lahontan are done differently.  

We will focus on grade control structures above Lahontan.   
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Director Penzel asked about whether the $1 million liability policy mentioned in Item #10 

applies to ranchers too.  Mr. Benesch responded that the State claims ownership of the riverbed 

but not the structures.  Mr. James noted that a government agency’s liability is up to $100,000, so 

that would be our maximum liability.  Mr. James mentioned that staff has questions about the 

permit language and needs to have further discussion with State Lands.  Director Schank noted 

that the $1 million liability to ranchers isn’t unrealistic and shouldn’t be a problem.  That 

requirement should be included it in the maintenance agreement too.   

 

Director Abowd asked if there is going to be a priority list.  Mr. James responded that everything 

in Douglas County is going through the Carson Valley Conservation District (CVCD) and in 

Lyon County through Dayton Valley Conservation District (DVCD).  CWSD staff will set up 

Project Worksheets (PWs).  Director Stodieck pointed out that V-weirs are also grade control 

structures and asked if they will be included.  Mr. James noted that the Natural Resource 

Conservation Service (NRCS) did the initial work on those structures, and CWSD staff will have 

to research this with NRCS.  Mr. James will get the full list and a list of those which will be 

eligible for FEMA funding.   

 

Director Griffith noted that in Alpine County FEMA is giving time to identify projects where 

damage can’t be assessed until the snow melts.  Mr. James responded that these are called PW 

Zeros because they don’t know a dollar amount for funding.  CWSD will put in a funding request 

to the State to pick up 12.5% of the costs.   

 

Director Roberts agreed with the benefit of these structures.  He asked what the rule change is 

that makes it necessary for us to jump through all the hoops that we didn’t have to in the past.  

Mr. James responded that the issue is the oversight FEMA has with the Office of Management 

Budget who audited FEMA’s response to the Sandy Hook disaster.  The rule is that you must 

show ownership now.  If, in 1972, the State of Nevada took ownership of the riverbed, Director 

Roberts expressed concern that we will find ourselves in a Sandy Hook situation.  The status of 

all structures remains the same so they should all be in or out.  Ranchers should not have option 

to opt out.  He is concerned that we are stepping into quick sand and not looking at the nuts and 

bolts.  Mr. James clarified that CWSD does not have to be the owner of the structures but take 

responsibility for the repairs.  Director Roberts suggested that this needs to be done through the 

Legislature or someone should sue the State to take responsibility.  It only takes one grade 

control perceived owner to start a suit.  How can we be responsible for a structure by the State 

who denies ownership of the structure?  If we step into this, we are doing something that the 

State should be doing.  Mr. James noted that if CWSD doesn’t step up, nothing is going to 

happen. with FEMA funding.   

 

Director Roberts is not comfortable being in this position.  He doesn’t have a problem with 

meeting the rancher’s needs, but we have a responsibility to look down the road at what we are 

building a foundation for here today.  If that is included in the planning process, then move 

ahead.  Director Schank asked if we could enter into a dialog with the Attorney General’s office 

over whether State Lands could eventually take it over.  Director Abowd noted that this is 

another pass-down from the State where we are taking responsibility for what they should be 

doing.   
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Director Roberts asked why the State won’t coordinate the repairs.  Mr. James responded that 

they haven’t dealt with this in the past and don’t have the experience or staff to coordinate this.  

He suggested that the State could be the responsible agency and CWSD could perform the duties 

they don’t have the staff for.   

 

Director Stodieck noted that Director Roberts made good points about looking further down the 

road.  This has happened since the State claimed ownership of the river bottom.  The landowners 

must get water delivery; their contribution to the county’s economy needs to be considered.   

 

Director Penzel suggested sending this issue to the Attorney General’s office for the State to be 

the responsible party and CWSD can manage the funding.  Mr. James noted that when the State 

takes over other properties, they take into their database any structure on that property, but they 

didn’t list these structures when they took over ownership of the river.   

 

Mr. James asked for suggestions for how to help achieve the repairs today but push the 

Legislature to act in the future.  Director Schank suggested that CWSD needs to help on an 

emergency basis.  It follows the practices of this Board to keep the river sound and healthy.  

Director Roberts agreed but doesn’t want to put CWSD in quicksand in doing so.  He noted this 

Board’s responsibility to not put us in a position of liability. 

 

Director Robert made the motion to authorize the General Manager and staff to pursue 

discussion and execute his best judgement to bring answers back to this Board before the next 

Board meeting.  The motion was seconded by Director Bonkowski and unanimously approved by 

the Board. 

 

Item #13 - Discussion for possible action regarding approval of Interlocal Contract #2017-3 with 

Carson Valley Conservation District to assist in the flood disaster assessment.  Mr. James 

explained that this and the next items are to help the conservation districts with up to $1,500 of 

their staff time to help gather information about the status of flood control structures in their 

counties.  The money would come out of our Floodplain Management Fund.   

 

Director Roberts made the motion to authorize the Chairman to sign Interlocal Contract #2017-

3 with Carson Valley Conservation District to assist in the flood disaster assessment.  The motion 

was seconded by Director Griffith and unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

Item #14 – Discussion for possible action regarding approval of Interlocal Contract #2017-4 with 

Dayton Valley Conservation District to assist in the flood disaster assessment.  Mr. James 

explained the need for this contract in Item #13.  

 

Director Thaler made the motion to authorize the Chairman to sign Interlocal Contract #2017-4 

with Dayton Valley Conservation District to assist in the flood disaster assessment.  The motion 

was seconded by Director Roberts and approved by the Board, with Director Roberts disclosing 

that he is Chairman of the DVCD Board.   
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Item #15 - Discussion for possible action regarding various bills that CWSD may want to 

support, oppose, or monitor during the 2017 Legislative Committee.  Mr. James reported that a 

lot of the bills we were watching died. 

 

Mr. James testified before the Senate Finance Committee on SB503 to have $250,000 included in 

the State budget for the Clearing and Snagging Fund.  The Fund can be replenished whenever it 

falls low.  This is not much money for clearing and snagging throughout the state.  The State has 

a process in place to review the projects instead of first come, first served. 

 

Most of the remaining water bills don’t effect CWSD, only the counties.   

 

No action was required on this item; receive and file. 

 

Item #16 – Discussion for possible action regarding a funding request from TCID for the 

emergency spillway on the V-Line.  Mr. James explained the tour of the V-Line before this Board 

meeting.  TCID has requested $50,000 from CWSD to help with the costs of the spillway. 

 

Director Roberts made the motion to approve TCID’s funding request of $50,000 from CWSD’s 

Floodplain Management Account.  The motion was seconded by Director Bonkowski and 

approved by the Board with Director Schank abstaining because his agency requested the money. 

 

Item #17 – Discussion for possible action regarding Part 1 of CWSD’s Strategic Planning 

Session.  Mr. James went over the outline of the proposed three-part Strategic Planning.  Part 

One, Orientation/Review, will be covered at tonight’s meeting.  Part Two, establishing short- and 

long-term goals, will be facilitated by Steve Lewis at the May Board meeting.  Part Three, to 

review five- and ten-year budgets developed by staff to achieve the list of priorities developed by 

the Board in Part Two, will be included in June’s meeting.    

 

As part of the history of CWSD, Mr. James explained that CWSD was established by the 

Legislature under Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) in 1989 to help with regional planning of the 

Carson River.  The focus was water supply.  In 1999, Churchill County joined CWSD and in 

2001, Alpine County joined by Joint Powers Agreement.  CWSD was funded by ad valorem tax 

of $0.03/$100 for CWSD administration and $0.07/$100 for projects, but CWSD’s ability to 

utilize the $0.07/$100 is now limited by the 3% tax cap.   

 

CWSD administers several grants and associated administrative costs are covered by the grants.  

CWSD is an independent third party with no regulatory authority.  In 2004, CWSD became the 

Clean Water Act Section 208 Planning Entity for the Carson River.  CWSD promotes regional 

water systems and provides funding.  We paid for upsizing the pipelines for future use at no cost 

by government entity or for a charge by a private entity.   

 

Brenda Hunt explained the Integrated Watershed Management Process that CWSD is involved 

with and the work she and Shane Fryer do to manage the Watershed Program.  The Carson River 

Watershed includes Alpine County, CA, and Douglas County, Carson City, Lyon County, and 

Churchill County, NV, through which the river runs, and Storey County which is part of the 
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watershed.  The watershed encompasses nearly 4,400 square miles and ranges in elevation from 

3,000’ to 11,000’.  The Carson River is 184 miles in length with little upstream storage.   

 

The Watershed Program brings together public and private partners.  The integrated approach 

looks at the watershed as a whole, including natural resources, physical landscape, and people.  

The Carson River Coalition (CRC) is steering committee for the Integrated Watershed Planning 

Process.  It was formed in 1998, following the 1997 flooding which brought people together.  

Funding for coordination comes from CWSD and a grant from NDEP as part of the EPA 319 

Program.  There are three CRC working groups:  the Education Working Group, the River 

Corridor Working Group (to be renamed the Floodplain and River Management Working Group), 

and the Invasive Species Working Group.  CWSD published a quarterly newsletter named 

“Watershed Connections.”  CWSD strives to involve all counties and communities within the 

watershed to meet the various future water needs and to enhance health and water quality.   

 

Challenges facing watershed include invasive species, erosion, water supply and quality, urban 

runoff, and two EPA Superfund sites.  As part of effective planning on a watershed level CWSD   

completed the 2007 Carson River Watershed Stewardship Plan which meets EPA criteria for 319 

grant funding and was updated in mid-March 2017.  We want to have it adopted by all the 

counties in the watershed.  The Fallon Paiute Shoshone Tribe and the Washoe Tribe want to use 

this Plan for obtaining 319 funding.  CWSD also created the Carson River Regional Floodplain 

Management Plan in 2005 and will need to update it.  In April of 2015, CWSD adopted the 

Carson River Watershed Literacy Action Plan and has received funding to move forward to 

create a literacy campaign.  The State of Nevada has designated CWSD as the Clean Water Act 

Section 208 Planning Agency for the Carson River Watershed.  We receive $40,000 in NDEP 

funds every three years for water quality planning projects.   

 

Categories of work we do include regional planning, coordination and project funding for 

floodplain management, river restoration/rehabilitation, water quality, water supply, invasive 

species, outreach and education, and recreation.  Federal funds can’t match federal funds, but 

most of CWSD’s funding qualifies as match.  Floodplain management is to create a long-term 

vision and strategies to reduce flood damage impacts.  The River Corridor Working Group acts 

as steering committee for this part of the plan.  A list of suggested actions came out of Floodplain 

Management Plan including protecting the floodplain’s natural functions and values; higher 

regulatory standards; flood data information and management; channel migration and bank 

erosion monitoring; floodplain and flood hazard outreach and education; and reduction of 

infrastructure impacts.  It is important to maintain the Carson River as a living river and not 

within a concrete flood channel like the Los Angeles River. 

 

Invasive species management includes $15,000/yr. from CWSD to each Cooperative Weed 

Management Area (CWMA), coordination of the Invasive Species Working Group, actively 

participating in watershed CWMAs and aquatic invasive species proactive action.   

 

CWSD’s Clean Water Act responsibilities including working with 303(d) list of impaired waters 

which don’t meet water quality standards for beneficial uses; several Total Maximum Daily 

Loads (TMDLs), 208 planning; and 319(h) programs.  Non-point source pollution or polluted 

runoff comes from an undetermined specific source.  Historical human impacts on water quality 
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include historic mining impacts, EPA Superfund sites at Leviathan Mine and the Carson River 

Mercury Site, channelization, and levees.  Current human impacts include storm water, septic 

tank, contaminant plumes, and waste water treatment facilities. 

 

CWSD works with conservation district on river stabilization and rehabilitation projects. 

 

Environmental education and outreach includes the watershed map and website, the baseline 

watershed literacy survey, the watershed literacy campaign, the watershed school programs, the 

Children’s Museum interactive exhibit, Carson River Work Days, the annual Snapshot Day, the 

watershed education roundtable, water festivals, and other community events. 

 

Water quality is addressed as it relates to irrigation, drinking water (ground water), recreation, 

and fish and wildlife habitat.   

 

CWSD funded recreational projects including the Hope Valley river restoration, the Carson City 

Aquatic Trail, Baily Fishing Pond in Carson City, the Sheckler Cut-Off River Park design study 

for Churchill County, and the US Forest Service’s East Fork Strategy Plan.   

 

We help with administration of grant funding for the entities that receive it.  Director Griffith 

commented that forest and watershed health go together in the upper watershed.  Improved forest 

health improves water quantity as well as quality.  Ms. Hunt mentioned that CWSD helps fund 

the Alpine Watershed Group (AWG) and mentioned several projects they have done.  Director 

Griffith would like to see more about forest health in the presentation. 

 

Mr. James explained about CWSD funding accounts.  He showed income and expense graphs of 

changes since FY 2000.  CWSD committed $250,000 per year for 20 years to pay for the 

Douglas County/Carson City regional pipeline.  He went over a project list including 

commitment amounts versus income, resulting in a negative which has been covered from the 

preliminary planning account as CWSD’s reserves.  Mr. James noted that a lot of administrative 

costs cover match for grants.  He reviewed an expense allocation by percentage list.  He 

explained that funds which were previously transferred to the Acquisition/Construction and 

Floodplain Management Funds have gone toward our regional pipeline debt commitment in 

recent years.  Mr. James went over the Acquisition/Construction Fund potential projects list, as 

well as proposed past and future projects identified for funding from the Floodplain Management 

Fund.  He noted that the Acquisition/Construction and Floodplain Management Funds need to be 

replenished to accomplish the planned projects.   

 

No action was required on this item; receive and file. 

 

Item #18 – Discussion for possible action regarding the runoff prediction for 2017.  Mr. James 

reported that recent storms have been the wettest of record.  The snow water equivalent index is 

at 250% of normal, a record high.  Runoff flows this year at the Carson City gage exceeds 1982-

83, the highest seen in over 100 years.   

 

No action was required on this item; receive and file. 
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Item #19 - Staff Reports 

General Manager - Mr. James had nothing specific to report. 

 

Brenda Hunt reported:   

• The “Get on the Bus” Watershed Tour will be on June 6-7, 2017.  Everyone is invited to 

register to learn more about the watershed. 

• Staff is planning several rafting trips.  The dates can’t be determined too far in advance 

but staff is hoping to run the East Fork during the third week in June and the Carson 

Canyon at some point this summer.  She instructed the Board to send an email to Shane if 

interested in participating.   

 

Legal –Mr. Benesch did not have anything specific to report. 

 

Correspondence – As handed out at the meeting.   

 

Item #20 - Directors’ Reports  

Director Schank thanked everyone for coming to Fallon/Churchill County.  Next month when 

Steve Lewis comes to help the Board determine priorities, he wants to campaign for weed 

treatment in the riverbeds which should be the State’s responsibility.  Problems include fences, 

cross fences, clearing, structures, weed control, SHPO, and streamlining the process to get 

permits to work on State lands.  We need to solicit legislators to help draft legislation to deal with 

this issue.  Director Schank also noted that the Churchill County Administration Building where 

this meeting is being held has historical significance since it used to be the Churchill County 

Hospital, and the Commission Chambers was the Operating Room where he and several 

members of his family were born.   

 

There were no other Directors’ reports. 

 

Item #21 - Public Comment.  None. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Director Schank made the motion to 

adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Toni Leffler 

Secretary 



AGENDA ITEM #8
TREASURER’S REPORT

































AGENDA ITEM #9
PAYMENT OF BILLS

















AGENDA ITEM #11



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MAY 17, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #11 - Discussion for possible action regarding CWSD 
partnering with the USGS to collect data on mercury and methylmercury in the Carson 
River Watershed (For Possible Action)  
 
DISCUSSION: Recent studies and data analysis by the USGS supports the long-held 
premise that the bulk of mercury (Hg) transport in the Carson River occurs by bank 
erosion, Hg remobilization, and sediment transport during high river-flow events.  During 
years of average or below average discharge in the Carson River, Lahontan Reservoir 
typically acts as a trap (sink) for Hg as much of the suspended sediment carrying Hg 
settles out of solution.  However, during higher-flow events, past data support the 
hypothesis that re-wetting of dry Hg-laden sediments can stimulate methylation and the 
production of methylmercury (MeHg).  Projected high flows for the Carson River this 
spring and summer will most likely transport remobilized river/reservoir Hg and MeHg 
beyond the reservoir.  Data are sparse on Hg concentrations and loads in the 
Carson River during peak-flow events, particularly downstream of the reservoir.  
Consequently, a data set on Hg and MeHg concentrations and loads during peak flow, 
particularly the high flow anticipated for spring 2017 runoff, would provide information to 
understand the upper-limit on short-duration Hg and MeHg concentrations and loads.  
This information would likely be valuable for Hg management and mitigation planning, as 
well as data input to any future Hg-transport modeling of the watershed. 
 
The USGS has funding to collect this data but needs a non-federal partner.  The USGS 
has asked CWSD to be that non-federal partner.  This project will only collect the data.  
No analysis of the data will be performed as part of this study.  If CWSD does not agree 
to be the non-federal partner, then the USGS will seek another partner.  The advantage 
of CWSD being the non-federal partner is that we will review the data before it is placed 
into the USGS NWIS database (see attached Joint Funding Agreement and Scope of 
Work).   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Authorize the General Manager to sign the Joint Funding 
Agreement with the USGS.  



Form 91366
(April 2015)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

JOINT FUNDING AGREEMENT 

Customer #:
Agreement #:

Project #:
TIN #:
Fixed Cost 
Agreement

FOR

1.

2. The following amounts shall be contributed to cover all of the cost of the necessary field and analytical work 

directly related to this program. 2(b) includes InKind Services in the amount of .

(a) by the party of the first part during the period
Amount  Date  to  Date

(b) by the party of the second part during the period
 Amount  Date  to  Date

(c) Contributions are provided by the party of the first part through other USGS regional or national programs, in 
the amount of: 

Description of the USGS regional/national program:

(d) Additional or reduced amounts by each party during the above period or succeeding periods as may be 
determined by mutual agreement and set forth in an exchange of letters between the parties.

(e) The performance period may be changed by mutual agreement and set forth in an exchange of letters 
between the parties.

3. The costs of this program may be paid by either party in conformity with the laws and regulations respectively 
governing each party.

4. The field and analytical work pertaining to this program shall be under the direction of or subject to periodic review 
by an authorized representative of the party of the first part.

5. The areas to be included in the program shall be determined by mutual agreement between the parties hereto or 
their authorized representatives. The methods employed in the field and office shall be those adopted by the party 
of the first part to insure the required standards of accuracy subject to modification by mutual agreement.

6. During the course of this program, all field and analytical work of either party pertaining to this program shall be 
open to the inspection of the other party, and if the work is not being carried on in a mutually satisfactory manner, 
either party may terminate this agreement upon 60 days written notice to the other party.

TBD
TBD

TBD
TBD

YES

WATER RESOURCES INVESTIGATIONS

THIS AGREEMENT is entered into as of the, 17th day of May, 2017 by the U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, party of the first part, and the Carson Water Subconservancy District, party of the 
second part. 

The parties hereto agree that subject to availability of appropriations and in accordance with their respective 
authorities there shall be maintained in cooperation  with the collaborative Carson River Mercury Program herein 
called the program. The USGS legal authority is 43 USC 36C; 43 USC 50; and 43 USC 50b. 

$30,000.00 May 17, 2017 December 31, 2017

$0.00 May 17, 2017 December 31, 2017
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91366 (Continuation) Customer #: Agreement #:

7. The original records resulting from this program will be deposited in the office of origin of those records. Upon request, 
copies of the original records will be provided to the office of the other party.

8. The maps, records, or reports resulting from this program shall be made available to the public as promptly as possible. The 
maps, records, or reports normally will be published by the party of the first part. However, the party of the second part 
reserves the right to publish the results of this program and, if already published by the party of the first part shall, upon 
request, be furnished by the party of the first part, at costs, impressions suitable for purposes of reproduction similar to that 
for which the original copy was prepared. The maps, records, or reports published by either party shall contain a statement of 
the cooperative relations between the parties.

9.

U.S. Geological Survey
United States

Department of the Interior
USGS Point of Contact Customer Point of Contact

Name: Name:

Address: Address:

Telephone: Telephone:

Email: Email:

Signatures and Date

Signature: Date: Signature: Date:

Name: Name:

Title: Title:

TBD TBD

USGS will issue billings utilizing Department of the Interior Bill for Collection (form DI1040). Billing documents are to be 
rendered . Payments of bills are due within 60 days after the billing date. If not paid by the due date, interest will be 
charged at the current Treasury rate for each 30 day period, or portion thereof, that the payment is delayed beyond the due 
date. (31 USC 3717; Comptroller General File B212222, August 23, 1983).

Dan Bright Edwin James

2730 Northth Deer Run Road    
Carson City, NV 89701     

777 East Williams Street, Suite 110A      
Carson City, NV 89701

7758877650 7758877456

djbright@usgs.gov edjames@cwsd.org

David L. Berger Edwin James

Director General Manager
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SCOPE OF WORK 
Mercury and methylmercury concentrations in the Carson River 

during 2017 spring/summer snowmelt runoff and peak-flow period  
 
Purpose: This scope-of-work outlines a cooperative U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and Carson Water Subconservancy 
District (CWSD) partnership to collect data on mercury and methylmercury in the Carson River Watershed.  
 
Recent studies and data analysis by the USGS supports the long-held premise that the bulk of mercury (Hg) transport in 
the Carson River occurs by bank erosion, Hg remobilization, and sediment transport during high river-flow events. During 
years of average or below average discharge in the Carson River, Lahontan Reservoir typically acts as a trap (sink) for Hg 
as much of the suspended sediment carrying Hg settles out of solution. However, during higher-flow events, past data 
support the hypothesis that re-wetting of dry Hg-laden sediments can stimulate methylation and the production of 
methylmercury (MeHg). Projected high flows for the Carson River this spring and summer will most likely transport 
remobilized river/reservoir Hg and MeHg beyond the reservoir. Data are sparse on Hg concentrations and loads in the 
Carson River during peak-flow events, particularly downstream of the reservoir. Consequently, a data set on Hg and 
MeHg concentrations and loads during peak flow, particularly the high flow anticipated for spring 2017 runoff, would 
provide information to understand the upper-limit on short-duration Hg and MeHg concentrations and loads – information 
that would likely be valuable for Hg management and mitigation planning, but also as data input to any future Hg-transport 
modeling of the watershed.  
 
Objectives: 

1. Collect instantaneous streamflow-discharge measurements, water-quality field parameters, and water samples 
multiple times at two USGS legacy sampling sites for mercury constituents (Weeks Bridge near the USGS 
streamflow gages at Ft. Churchill, and at the USGS gage about 1 mile below Lahontan Reservoir; see attached 
figure). Water samples will be analyzed for dissolved and particulate mercury, dissolved and particulate 
methylmercury, reactive mercury, and dissolved organic carbon (DOC). Field data will be collected once per week 
during rising and declining stages of streamflow discharge in the Carson River to capture the 2017 peak flow 
event. A minimum of 5 samples at each site will be collected. Additional samples will be collected based on the 
availability of the USGS funding contribution.  

2. Quality assure all data collected and archive data in the USGS National Water Information System (NWIS) 
database. 

 
Deliverables: 

1. Provide CWSC with collected streamflow and water-quality data prior to storing or archiving datasets in the 
publicly available USGS NWIS database. Quality-assured data will be provided to CWSD by letter/memorandum 
and summary table in an organized and useable format.  

2. USGS will archive all quality-assured data in the USGS NWIS database, publicly available at: 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nv/nwis. 

 
Points of Contact: USGS Technical Lead:   
   Carl Thodal 
   2730 N. Deer Run Road, Carson City, NV 89701 
   cethodal@usgs.gov 
   775.887.7685 
 
   USGS Administrative Lead:   
   Stacy Masters 
   2730 N. Deer Run Road, Carson City, NV 89701 
   smasters@usgs.gov 
   775.887.7657 



Map Showing Sampling Site Locations: 
 
        

  

WEEKS	BRIDGE	
SAMPLING	SITE 

BELOW	LAHONTAN	
RESERVOIR	
SAMPLING	SITE 



AGENDA ITEM #12



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MAY 17, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #12 - Discussion for possible action regarding various bills 
that CWSD may want to support, oppose, or monitor during the 2017 Legislative 
Session.  (For Possible Action) 
 
DISCUSSION: Attached is a list of bills that staff is monitoring, most of which staff is just 
monitoring.  There are three bills for which staff is testifying in support.  These bills are: 
 

• AB 138 – Allow the use of rain barrels to capture rain water off homes for non-
potable uses.  

• SB 198 – Extend the voter approved Q1 program that provides authorization for 
the issuance of general obligation bonds for the Conservation and Resource 
Protection Grant Program.  Under this program there is still over $3 million 
available for river restoration projects for the Carson River watershed.  

• SB 503 – Provide funding to the Channel Clearing and Snagging Fund. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Provide direction to staff as needed.  



ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 138–ASSEMBLYWOMAN CARLTON 
Referred to Committee on Natural Resources, 

Agriculture, and Mining 
SUMMARY—Authorizes the de minimus collection of 

precipitation under certain circumstances. 
. 
AN ACT relating to water; authorizing the de minimus collection of precipitation for nonpotable 
use and, under certain circumstances, to provide water to wildlife; and providing other matters 
properly relating thereto. 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
Existing law requires that, subject to existing rights, the appropriation of any water in this State 
is subject to the provisions of chapter 533 of NRS, which, among other things, require any 
person seeking to appropriate water to obtain a permit to do so. (NRS 533.030, 533.325) 
Section 1 of this bill provides that the de minimus collection of precipitation from the rooftop of a 
single-family dwelling for nonpotable use or, under certain circumstances, in a guzzler to 
provide water to wildlife is exempted from the requirements of chapter 533 of NRS and thus 
may be collected without a water right or permit to appropriate water. Sections 2-5 of this bill 
make conforming changes. 
 

SENATE BILL NO. 198–COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
Referred to Committee on Government Affairs 

SUMMARY—Extends the deadline for issuing certain bonds relating to the property and natural 
resources of Nevada approved by the voters in 2002. 

 
AN ACT relating to state financial administration; extending the deadline for the issuance of 
certain general obligation bonds to protect, preserve and obtain the benefits of the property and 
natural resources of this State; and providing other matters properly relating thereto 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
At the 1 general election held on November 5, 2002, the Legislature submitted to the voters of 
this State a proposal to issue general obligation bonds of the State to protect, preserve and 
obtain the benefits of the property and natural resources of 
this State in an amount not to exceed $200,000,000. The Legislature declared that, with certain 
exceptions, the issuance of the bonds was necessary for the protection and preservation of the 
property and natural resources of the State and constituted 
an exercise of the constitutional authority to enter into contracts for those purposes. (Chapter 6, 
Statutes of Nevada 2001, 17th Special Session, p. 104) The Nevada Constitution limits the 
amount of debt of the State of Nevada to two percent of the 
assessed valuation of the State, but exempts from that limitation debt incurred for the protection 
and preservation of the State’s property or natural resources or for the purposes of obtaining the 
benefits thereof. (Nev. Const. Art. 9, § 3) The proposal was approved by the voters at the 2002 
general election. Existing law limits the issuance or sale of bonds more than 6 years after an 
election that is required to authorize their issuance. (NRS 349.078). In 2007 and 2013, the 
Legislature made exceptions to this 6-year limitation on issuance by extending the period for the 
issuance of those bonds until December 31, 2011, and June 30, 2019, 
respectively. (Chapter 291, Statutes of Nevada 2007, p. 1090, Chapter 251, Statutes 19 of 
Nevada 2013, p. 1055) This bill makes a further exception to the 6-year 20 limitation on 
issuance by extending the period for the issuance of those bonds until 
21 June 30, 2024. 
 

 
 



SENATE BILL NO. 503–COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
(ON BEHALF OF THE OFFICE OF FINANCE 

IN THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR) 
SUMMARY—Makes an appropriation to the Account for the 

Channel Clearance, Maintenance, Restoration, 
Surveying and Monumenting Program. 

 
AN ACT making an appropriation to the Account for the Channel Clearance, Maintenance, 
Restoration, Surveying and Monumenting Program; and providing other matters properly 
relating thereto. 



ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 138–ASSEMBLYWOMAN CARLTON 
Referred to Committee on Natural Resources, 

Agriculture, and Mining 
SUMMARY—Authorizes the de minimus collection of 

precipitation under certain circumstances. 
. 
AN ACT relating to water; authorizing the de minimus collection of precipitation for nonpotable 
use and, under certain circumstances, to provide water to wildlife; and providing other matters 
properly relating thereto. 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
Existing law requires that, subject to existing rights, the appropriation of any water in this State 
is subject to the provisions of chapter 533 of NRS, which, among other things, require any 
person seeking to appropriate water to obtain a permit to do so. (NRS 533.030, 533.325) 
Section 1 of this bill provides that the de minimus collection of precipitation from the rooftop of a 
single-family dwelling for nonpotable use or, under certain circumstances, in a guzzler to 
provide water to wildlife is exempted from the requirements of chapter 533 of NRS and thus 
may be collected without a water right or permit to appropriate water. Sections 2-5 of this bill 
make conforming changes. 
 

SENATE BILL NO. 198–COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
Referred to Committee on Government Affairs 

SUMMARY—Extends the deadline for issuing certain bonds relating to the property and natural 
resources of Nevada approved by the voters in 2002. 

 
AN ACT relating to state financial administration; extending the deadline for the issuance of 
certain general obligation bonds to protect, preserve and obtain the benefits of the property and 
natural resources of this State; and providing other matters properly relating thereto 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
At the 1 general election held on November 5, 2002, the Legislature submitted to the voters of 
this State a proposal to issue general obligation bonds of the State to protect, preserve and 
obtain the benefits of the property and natural resources of 
this State in an amount not to exceed $200,000,000. The Legislature declared that, with certain 
exceptions, the issuance of the bonds was necessary for the protection and preservation of the 
property and natural resources of the State and constituted 
an exercise of the constitutional authority to enter into contracts for those purposes. (Chapter 6, 
Statutes of Nevada 2001, 17th Special Session, p. 104) The Nevada Constitution limits the 
amount of debt of the State of Nevada to two percent of the 
assessed valuation of the State, but exempts from that limitation debt incurred for the protection 
and preservation of the State’s property or natural resources or for the purposes of obtaining the 
benefits thereof. (Nev. Const. Art. 9, § 3) The proposal was approved by the voters at the 2002 
general election. Existing law limits the issuance or sale of bonds more than 6 years after an 
election that is required to authorize their issuance. (NRS 349.078). In 2007 and 2013, the 
Legislature made exceptions to this 6-year limitation on issuance by extending the period for the 
issuance of those bonds until December 31, 2011, and June 30, 2019, 
respectively. (Chapter 291, Statutes of Nevada 2007, p. 1090, Chapter 251, Statutes 19 of 
Nevada 2013, p. 1055) This bill makes a further exception to the 6-year 20 limitation on 
issuance by extending the period for the issuance of those bonds until 
21 June 30, 2024. 
 

 
 



SENATE BILL NO. 503–COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
(ON BEHALF OF THE OFFICE OF FINANCE 

IN THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR) 
SUMMARY—Makes an appropriation to the Account for the 

Channel Clearance, Maintenance, Restoration, 
Surveying and Monumenting Program. 

 
AN ACT making an appropriation to the Account for the Channel Clearance, Maintenance, 
Restoration, Surveying and Monumenting Program; and providing other matters properly 
relating thereto. 



AGENDA ITEM #13



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MAY 17, 2017 

 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #13 - PUBLIC HEARING - The Carson Water 
Subconservancy District will hold a Public Hearing on its FY 2017-18 Tentative Budget.   
 
DISCUSSION:  As with all public entities, Carson Water Subconservancy District is 
required by law to hold a public hearing on the tentative budget.  The notice of the public 
hearing was placed in the Nevada Appeal the week of May 7.  The Tentative Budget 
was approved by CWSD at the March Board meeting.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  To conduct the public hearing on the 2017-18 Tentative 
Budget. 



AGENDA ITEM #14



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MAY 17, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #14 - Discussion for possible action regarding rejection, 
modification, or adoption of the FY 2017-18 Final Budgets.  (For Possible Action) 
 
DISCUSSION: Attached are the proposed Final Budgets for FY 2017-18.  There are a 
few changes from the Tentative Budgets to the Final Budgets for FY 2017-18 which are 
explained below. 
 
General Fund: 
 
Most of the changes in the proposed final budget are due to adjustments in the proposed 
expenditures for the Pass-Through Grants which then impact the proposed revenue.  
There are several accounts where funds are being carried over from this fiscal year to 
next fiscal year.  All changes are mentioned below:   

• Interest Account #5044 is zeroed out because the First Independent Bank CD 
was closed out.  The funds were moved to the State Investment Pool because 
they are paying a better interest rate.   

• Account #7020, Employee Benefits, is decreased by $3,500.  

• Account #7103, Office Supplies, is decreased by $1,000.  

• Account #7106, Telephone, is decreased by $200.  

• Account #8008, Preliminary Planning, is increased by $20,000.  This keeps the 
account the same as last fiscal year. 

• Carson City, Dayton Valley, and Carson Valley Conservation Districts are 
requesting that some of their funds be carried over to next fiscal year (see 
attached letters).      
 

Acquisition/Construction Fund: 
 
The proposed change to Acquisition/Construction Fund is:  

• An increase in the interest revenue from the Investment Pool (#1013-01) due to 
projected higher interest rates next fiscal year.  
 

Floodplain Management Fund: 
 
The proposed changes to the Floodplain Management Fund are: 

• Increase in interest revenue from the Mutual of Omaha CD (#1014-03).  This CD 
does not mature until Fiscal Year 2018-19.  

• The Flood Damage Repairs account is reduced because of the V-Line Weir and 
conservation districts costs this fiscal year.  

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve the FY 2017-18 Final Budget as presented.   























AGENDA ITEM #15



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MAY 17, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #15 - Discussion for possible action regarding the proposed 
federal FY 2018 budget’s potential impacts to the Carson River Watershed. (For 
Possible Action) 
 
DISCUSSION:  Staff would like the opportunity to discuss the President’s proposed 
federal FY 2018 budget and how the potential cuts to the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) could impact Carson River Watershed programs. 
 
Attached to this board letter are several spreadsheets requested by CWSD and created 
by the Nevada Department of Environmental Protection (NDEP) outlining projects and 
programs supported by Clean Water Act funding that benefit our watershed.  This is not 
a complete list, but provides information on the location and types of programs and 
projects over the past 10 years.  It is our understanding that the proposed federal budget 
would eliminate or reduce several of these funding sources, impacting CWSD’s ability to 
meet our watershed goals.   
 
Staff would like to discuss with the board the potential impacts of the proposed budget 
and the possible need to contact our federal legislators for Nevada and California in the 
future. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Provide direction to staff regarding the federal FY 2018 
budget proposal and the possible need to contact our federal representatives. 



Type of program Funding 

[319(h), 106,604(b)] 

Total Funding Amount 

by Program

Total Cost Share (Match) 

Provided by Non-Federal 

Entities

Total Project Values 

by Program

319(h) $2,575,010.00 $3,008,961.00 $5,583,971.00

106 $143,147.50 $0.00 $143,147.50

604(b) $120,000.00 $0.00 $120,000.00

Grant Funding, Cost Share, and Project Totals: $2,838,157.50 $3,008,961.00 $5,847,118.50

Carson River Water Quality Grant Program Funding Totals over Past 10 Years



NDEP CC# Location by County Project Title

Project Type (if possible) Type of program Funding 

[319(h), 106,604(b)] 

Funding amount 

approved

Match ratio required/Total 

Match approved

Total Project Value Completion 

Date/present project 

contract end date

05-051 Watershed Wide Carson Water Subconservancy District Environmental Education Coordinator Public Outreach 319(h) $40,000.00 $40,000.00 $80,000.00 12/31/2009

08-040 Douglas Carson Valley Conservation District Improving River Function Implementation 319(h) $29,935.00 $0.00 $29,935.00 12/31/2011

09-001 Watershed Wide Carson Water Subconvservancy District Carson River Coalition Watershed Coordinator Public Outreach 319(h) $18,103.00 $75,840.00 $93,943.00 06/30/2010

09-017 Lyon Mid Carson River Stream Rest and Rehab Implementation 319(h) $50,000.00 $71,750.00 $121,750.00 12/31/2010

09-020 Douglas Clear Creek NPS Education Public Outreach 319(h) $20,000.00 $37,198.00 $57,198.00 5/16/2011

10-016 Watershed Wide Flood Model Data Collection 319(h) 50,000.00 $50,000.00 100,000.00 12/31/2010

10-023 Watershed Wide CRC Coordinator Public Outreach 319(h) $54,270.00 $72,236.00 $126,506.00 12/31/2012

10-025 Watershed Wide Education Coordinator Public Outreach 319(h) $42,080.00 $42,080.00 $84,160.00 03/31/2012

10-028 Carson City Urban Fishing Pond Project Area Implementation 319(h) $92,665.00 $92,665.00 $185,330.00 12/31/2010

10-042 Watershed Wide River Conservation Tours Public Outreach 319(h) $19,874.00 $20,126.00 $40,000.00 6/30/2012

11-014 Lyon Mid Carson River Stream Rest and Rehab Implementation 319(h) $150,000.00 $150,000.00 $300,000.00 12/31/2012

11-022 Churchill Low Impact Design Vegetated Swale Implementation 319(h) $55,000.00 $55,000.00 $110,000.00 11/25/2013

11-025 Douglas Clear Creek NPS Education Public Outreach 319(h) $40,965.00 $40,965.00 $81,930.00 12/31/2013

11-027 Douglas Community Outreach Program at River Fork Ranch Public Outreach 319(h) $50,000.00 $50,000.00 $100,000.00 6/30/2014

12-012 Watershed Wide Carson River Coalition Coordinator - Carson River Public Outreach 319(h) $105,113.00 $110,673.00 $215,786.00 06/03/2015

12-013 Lyon Middle Carson River Restoration and Rehabilitation MCR 040-042 Implementation 319(h) $150,000.00 $150,000.00 $300,000.00 12/31/2013

12-014 Douglas Protection of Flow Paths to Carson River Implementation 319(h) $100,000.00 $300,000.00 $400,000.00 12/31/2013

12-015 Lyon Mid Carson River Stream Rest and Rehab Implementation 319(h) $150,000.00 $150,000.00 $300,000.00 12/31/2012

12-020 Carson City Ash Canyon Road Erosion Control Project Implementation 319(h) $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $20,000.00 6/30/2016

12-022 Watershed Wide Environmental Education Program - Carson River Watershed Public Outreach 319(h) $27,774.00 $153,300.00 $181,074.00 12/31/2014

12-026 Watershed Wide Explore Your Watershed Program - Carson River Env Ed Conservation Tours Public Outreach 319(h) $23,653.00 $25,648.00 $49,301.00 12/31/2015

12-038 Watershed Wide Investigating Feasibility of Carson River Watershed-Wide Small Residential BMP Program Public Outreach 319(h) $7,900.00 $0.00 $7,900.00 12/31/2013

13-013 Lyon Middle Carson River Restoration and Rehabilitation 2013 Implementation 319(h) $200,000.00 $200,000.00 $400,000.00 3/31/2015

13-019 Carson City Ash Canyon Road Erosion Control Project Implementation 319(h) $10,000.00 $11,000.00 $21,000.00 12/31/2015

13-024 Douglas Community Outreach Program at River Fork Ranch Public Outreach 319(h) $25,126.00 $37,800.00 $62,926.00 12/31/2015

14-018 Carson City Buzzy's Ranch Streambank Revegetation Implementation 319(h) $70,000.00 $40,000.00 $110,000.00 6/30/2015

14-026 Lyon Middle Carson River Field Assessment and Mapping Monitoring 319(h) $180,261.00 $114,739.00 $295,000.00 12/31/2016

14-029 Watershed Wide Carson River Watershed Literacy and Action Monitoring Public Outreach 319(h) $20,000.00 $20,770.00 $40,770.00 06/30/2016

15-011 Watershed Wide Carson River Watershed Environmental Education Program Public Outreach 319(h) $111,965.00 $145,500.00 $257,465.00 09/30/2017

15-014 Watershed Wide Carson River Coalition Watershed Coordination Program Public Outreach 319(h) $140,936.00 $183,882.00 $324,818.00 12/31/2017

15-020 Carson City Ash Canyon road Erosion Control Project Implementation 319(h) $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $20,000.00 06/30/2016

16-010 Lyon Middle Carson River Bank Stabilization Projects MCR 048 and MCR 049 Implementation 319(h) $150,000.00 $150,000.00 $300,000.00 12/31/2017

16-016 Douglas Virginia/Rocky Bank Stabilization Project Design Facilitation Process Design 319(h) $46,872.00 $0.00 $46,872.00 6/30/2017

16-022 Watershed Wide Watershed Literacy Implementation Program Public Outreach 319(h) $62,034.00 $92,732.00 $154,766.00 06/30/2018

16-028 Carson City Ash Canyon Road Erosion Control Project 2016 Implementation 319(h) $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $20,000.00 12/31/2016

17-003 Douglas Watershed Activities and River Project Coordination Implementation 319(h) $5,000.00 $0.00 $5,000.00 12/31/2017

17-013 Douglas Bank Stabilization on the East Fork Carson River Implementation 319(h) $34,250.00 $83,088.00 $117,338.00 6/30/2018

17-021 Watershed Wide Watershed-Literacy Implementation Phase III Public Outreach 319(h) $77,383.00 $77,469.00 $154,852.00 12/31/2018

17-023 Carson City Ash Canyon Road Erosion Control Project Implementation 319(h) $11,852.00 $10,000.00 $21,852.00 12/31/2017

17-024 Lyon Middle Carson River Bank Repair and Maintenance Projects Implementation 319(h) $121,999.00 $124,500.00 $246,499.00 6/30/2018

Grant, Match, Project Totals: $2,575,010.00 $3,008,961.00 $5,583,971.00

Carson River Watershed  Project funding using Section 319(h), 604(b), and 106  federal water related funding with leveraged match over past 10 years



NDEP CC# Location by County Project Title

Project Type (if possible) Type of program Funding 

[319(h), 106,604(b)] 

Funding amount 

approved

Match ratio required/Total 

Match approved

Total Project Value

08-011 Churchill Fort Churchill Flow Gaging Station Data Collection 106 $10,716.00 $0.00 10,716.00

09-011 Churchill Fort Churchill Flow Gaging Station Data Collection 106 $17,187.50 $0.00 17,187.50

10-036 Douglas EF Carson River Algae Study Research 106 $25,844.00 $0.00 25,844.00

12-052 Watershed Wide Carson River LiDAR Data Collection 106 $84,000.00 $0.00 84,000.00

15-007 Churchill Fort Churchill Flow Gaging Station Data Collection 106 $5,400.00 $0.00 5,400.00

Grant, Match, Project Totals: $143,147.50 $0.00 $143,147.50

Carson River Watershed  Project funding using Section 319(h), 604(b), and 106  federal water related funding with leveraged match over past 10 years



NDEP CC# Location by County Project Title

Project Type (if possible) Type of program Funding 

[319(h), 106,604(b)] 

Funding amount 

approved

Match ratio required/Total 

Match approved

Total Project Value

08-028 Watershed Wide 208 WQ Mgt Plan Update Planning 604(b) $40,000.00 $0.00 $40,000.00

10-036 Watershed Wide 208 WQ Mgt Plan Update Planning 604(b) $40,000.00 $0.00 $40,000.00

14-013 Watershed Wide Promote Low Impact Development use in the Carson River Watershed Public Outreach 604(b) $40,000.00 $0.00 $40,000.00

Grant, Match, Project Totals: $120,000.00 $0.00 $120,000.00

Carson River Watershed  Project funding using Section 319(h), 604(b), and 106  federal water related funding with leveraged match over past 10 years



AGENDA ITEM #16



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MAY 17, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #16 - Discussion for possible action regarding an update on 
the grade control/diversion structures in the Carson River damaged by the January and 
February floods. (For Possible Action) 
 
DISCUSSION: On May 4, 2017, George Benesch, Chuck Roberts, Ed James, and 
representatives from conservation districts, Nevada State Lands, and Nevada Division of 
Emergency Management met to discuss repairs to the grade control/diversion structures 
in the Carson River damaged by the January and February floods.  There was a lengthy 
discussion regarding ownership of the grade control/diversion structures and whether 
these are public or private structures.  The representative from State Lands mentioned 
that when the State of Nevada claimed ownership of the Carson River in the 1970s they 
did not include the grade control/diversion structures.  Additionally, ownership is not 
clearly private since the State did not require permitting for the various grade 
control/diversion structures to be on state lands when they claimed ownership.   
 
By the end of the discussion is became clear that even if CWSD was willing to be the 
legally responsible party for the grade control/diversion structures and work with FEMA 
to repair the structures, there is no one entity or mechanism to give this authorization to 
CWSD.  This uncertainty regarding ownership and responsibility for these grade 
control/diversion structures is something that needs to be resolved.   The dilemma is that 
FEMA cannot fund repairs to privately owned structures and NRCS cannot fund repairs 
to publicly owned structures.  State Lands and Division of Emergency Management 
representatives indicated that they were going to talk with representatives from NRCS to 
see if NRCS could help fund the repairs to the grade control/diversion structures as 
privately owned structures.  
 
One issue CWSD will need to address soon is whether we want to financially help the 
ranchers with the repairs to the grade control/diversion structures.  Staff would suggest 
having a Regional Water System and Flood Committee meeting to discuss this issue 
and bring back a recommendation to the full board.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Schedule a meeting with Regional Water System and 
Flood Committee to discuss what kind of support CWSD wants to provide the ranchers 
for the repairs to the grade control/diversion structures. 



AGENDA ITEM #17



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MAY 17, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #17 - Discussion for possible action regarding a strategic 
planning session to discuss and prioritize CWSD future activities.  
(For Possible Action) 
 
DISCUSSION: In the first part of the strategic planning process at the April Board 
meeting, staff gave an overview of the various activities CWSD has been involved with 
over the past 18 years.   In the second part this month, Steve Lewis with Nevada 
Cooperative Extension will go through an exercise to help the Board members prioritize 
activities they believe CWSD should pursue in the future.  Attached is an outline of the 
strategic planning process as well as backup material on projects CWSD has been 
involved with over the past five years.  Based on discussion at this board meeting, staff 
will prepare five- and ten-year budgets projection that will be presented at the June 
Board meeting.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Prioritize activities which CWSD should pursue in the 
future. 

















STAFF REPORTS 



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MAY 19, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #18 - Staff reports.  (For Information Only) 
 
DISCUSSION: The following is a list of meetings/activities attended by Ed James and staff 
since the last Board meeting on April 19, 2017: 

• 4/20/17 – Ed and Debbie met with Rhiannon Kucharski of the US Army Corps of 
Engineers (US ACE) and Bunny Bishop of NDWR for site visits of Carson River flood 
damage. 

• 4/21/17 – Ed and Rob Holley of Dayton Valley Conservation District conducted a site 
tour of flood damaged areas in Dayton Valley with FEMA representative David 
Branch.   

• 4/22/17 – Brenda demonstrated the floodplain model at the Fallon Paiute Shoshone 
Tribe’s (FPST) Earth Day celebration at Oates Park in Fallon. 

• 4/22/17 – Debbie participated in the Douglas County Earth Day events at Lampe 

Park in Gardnerville. 

• 4/22/17 – Ed demonstrated the floodplain model at the Gardnerville Earth Day at 

Heritage Park in Gardnerville. 

• 4/24/17 – Debbie and an Alpine Watershed Group’s AmeriCorps partner took Mesa 

groundwater measurements. 

• 4/25/17 – Shane and Toni participated in a 2017 Flood Awareness Week (FAW) 

planning meeting.   

• 4/25/17 - Brenda listened to a webinar entitled Watershed Planning from 

Neighborhood Water Quality 1 (NWQ1) Perspective.  

• 4/27/17 – Brenda, Shane, and Toni participated in a CRC Education Working Group 

meeting. 

• 4/27/17 – Ed, Brenda, and Debbie met with Steve Lewis of the University of Nevada 

Cooperative Extension (UNCE) to discuss Part 2 of CWSD’s Strategic Planning 

Session. 

• 5/2/17 – Ed gave an update on the water picture to the Alpine County Board of 

Supervisors in Markleeville.   

• 5/2/17 – Ed gave an update on recent flooding to the Carson Valley Conservation 

District Board of Directors. 

• 5/4/17 – Ed participated in a Nevada Water Resource Association (NWRA) Board 

meeting. 

• 5/4/17 – Ed, George Benesch, and Chuck Roberts met with representatives from 

Nevada State Lands and Nevada Division of Emergency Management to discuss 

repairs to the damaged flood control structures along the Carson River. 

• 5/5/17 – Staff had a staff meeting to discuss planning for the bus tour. 
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• 5/6/17 – Shane demonstrated the watershed model at the Washoe Tribe’s Earth Day 

event.   

• 5/9/17 – Ed participated in a NWRA meeting. 

• 5/10/17 – Ed attended the new V-Line Weir dedication in Fallon.   

• 5/11/17 – Ed participated in the Carson Truckee Water Conservancy District 

(CTWCD) Board meeting and FY 2017-18 Tentative Budget Hearing in Reno. 

• 5/10/17 – Ed attended the Alpine Watershed Group’s Film Festival. 

• 5/11/17 – Ed, Brenda, Shane, and Toni participated in the CRC River Corridor 

Working Group meeting.   

• 5/15/17 – Brenda, Shane, and Debbie met with representatives of Orangetree 

Studios to film areas in Dayton Valley for the “Floodplains as Community Assets” 

video series. 

• 5/16/17 – Brenda, Shane, and Debbie met with representatives of Orangetree 

Studios to film areas in Carson City for the “Floodplains as Community Assets” video 

series. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Receive and file.  



CORRESPONDENCE
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