
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

 

DATE:  June 21, 2017 

TIME:  6:30 P.M. 

LOCATION: Lyon County Utilities Conference Room 
  34 Lakes Blvd. 
  Dayton, NV 
 

The meeting will be preceded by a tour of Hungry Mother Aquaponic Greenhouse, 175 River 

Rd., Dayton, Nevada at 3:30 p.m. and dinner at 5:00 p.m. at the 1st & 10 Bar and Grill, 240 

Dayton Valley Rd., Dayton, Nevada.  A quorum of the CWSD Directors may be present at the 

events preceding the board meeting but no action will be taken. 
 

AGENDA 
 
Please Note:  The CWSD Board may: 1) take agenda items out of order; 2) combine two or more 
items for consideration; or 3) remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion related to an 
item at any time.  Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate individuals with 
disabilities who wish to attend the meeting.  Please contact Toni Leffler at (775)887-7450 
(mailto:toni@cwsd.org), at least a week in advance so that arrangements can be made. 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Convene CWSD/Alpine County Joint Powers Board 
3. Roll Call 
4. Pledge of Allegiance 
5. Approval of Agenda (For Possible Action) 
6. Approval of the April 19, 2017 and May 17, 2017 Board Meeting Minutes. (For Possible 

Action) 
7. Public Comment (Discussion Only) Action may not be taken on any matter brought up 

under public comment until scheduled on an agenda for action at a later meeting. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Please Note:  All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and may be 
acted upon by the Board of Directors with one action and without an extensive hearing.  Any 
member of the board or any citizen may request that an item be taken from the consent 
agenda, discussed and acted upon separately during this meeting. 
 
8. Approval of Treasurer’s Report for May 2017 (For Possible Action) 
9. Payment of Bills for May 2017 (For Possible Action) 
10. Discussion for possible action to award the contract to Michael Baker International to 

assist CWSD with the Carson River Watershed Discovery Report and Regional 
Floodplain Management Plan Updates.  (For Possible Action) 

11. Discussion for possible action regarding an update on meetings held with our federal 
governmental representatives regarding the proposed federal 2018 budget. (For 
Possible Action)   

12. Discussion for possible action to regarding COLA salary adjustment starting July 1, 
2017. (For Possible Action) 

13. Discussion for possible action regarding approval of the Agreement #2017-5 with River 
Wranglers for the Carson River Work Days and Vegetation Management Projects. (For 
Possible Action) 

14. Discussion for possible action regarding approval of Agreement #2017-6 with Alpine 
Watershed Group to Help Fund the Upper Carson River Watershed Programs.  (For 
Possible Action) 
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15. Discussion for possible action regarding approval of the Addendum to Interlocal Contract 
#2016-9 with Carson Valley Conservation District for Clearing and Snagging and 
Vegetation Management Along the Carson River through Carson Valley and Carson 
City.  (For Possible Action) 

16. Discussion for possible action regarding approval of the Third Addendum to Interlocal 
Contract #2014-8 with Dayton Valley Conservation District for Middle Carson River 
Clearing, Snagging, and Maintenance Projects.  (For Possible Action) 

17. Discussion and possible action regarding approval of Interlocal Contract #2017-9 with 
Dayton Valley Conservation District for Noxious Weed Control in Storey County.  (For 
Possible Action) 

18. Discussion for possible action regarding approval of Interlocal Contract #2017-10 with 
Lahontan Conservation District for Channel Clearing and Snagging Along the Carson 
River in Churchill County.  (For Possible Action) 

19. Discussion for possible action regarding approval of the 2017 Addendum to Interlocal 
Contract #2016-3 with Carson City for Golden Eagle Lane Erosion Control Project.  (For 
Possible Action) 

20. Discussion for possible action regarding approval of an Agreement #2017-11 with Sierra 
Nevada Journeys to Help Fund Four "Family Watershed Nights."  (For Possible Action) 

21. Discussion for possible action regarding approval of Interlocal Contract #2017-12 with 
Lyon County to Assist with the Cost of USGS Maintenance of the River Gauge in 
Dayton (#10311750).  (For Possible Action)  

 
**END OF CONSENT AGENDA** 

 
22. Discussion for possible action regarding an update on the June 6-7, 2017, "Get on the 

Bus" Watershed Tour.  (Presentation Only) 
23. Discussion for possible action regarding prioritizing future integrated watershed projects. 

(For Possible Action) 
24. Discussion for possible action regarding an update on repairs to the various 

diversions/grade control structures along the Carson River. (For Possible Action) 
25. Discussion for possible action regarding the 2002 voter-approved program to protect 

and preserve the natural resources in the State of Nevada, also known as Q1. (For 
Possible Action) 

26. Discussion for possible action regarding applying for an AmeriCorps student through the 
Sierra Nevada Alliance Program. (For Possible Action) 

27. Discussion for possible action regarding pursuing NDEP grants to help fund the 
Integrated Watershed and Environmental Education Programs. (For Possible Action) 

28. Discussion for possible action regarding a summary of the 2017 legislative Session. (For 
Possible Action) 

29. Staff Reports  - General Manager 
   - Legal 
   - Correspondence 
30. Directors Reports 
31. Public Comment  (Discussion Only) Action may not be taken on any matter brought up 

under public comment until scheduled on an agenda for action at a later meeting. 
32. Adjournment 
 
Supporting material for this meeting may be requested from Toni Leffler at 775-887-7450 
(mailto:toni@cwsd.org) and is available at the CWSD offices at 777 E. William St., #110A, 
Carson City, NV 89701 and on the CWSD website at www.cwsd.org. 
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In accordance with NRS 241.020, this notice and agenda has been posted at the following locations 
: 
 -Dayton Utilities Complex   -Minden Inn Office Complex 
  34 Lakes Blvd   .   1594 Esmeralda Avenue 
  Dayton, NV      Minden, NV 
 
 -Lyon County Administrative Building  -Churchill County Administrative Complex 
  27 S. Main St.      155 N Taylor St. 
  Yerington, NV      Fallon, NV 
 
 -Carson City Hall    -Carson Water Subconservancy District Office 
  201 N. Carson St.     777 E. William St., #110A 
  Carson City, NV     Carson City, NV 
 
 -Alpine County Administrative Building 
  99 Water St. 
  Markleeville, CA 
 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
 
The undersigned affirms that on or before 9:00 A.M. on June 14, 2017, he/she posted a copy of the Notice 
of Public Meeting and Agenda for the June 21, 2017, regular meeting of the Carson Water 
Subconservancy District in accordance with NRS 241.020; said agenda was posted at the following 
location:  ____________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
     ____________________________________________________ 

     SIGNATURE 

     Name:  ______________________________________________ 

     Title:  _______________________________________________ 

     Date & Time of Posting:  ________________________________ 



AGENDA ITEM #6
MINUTES OF LAST
BOARD MEETING
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CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

April 19, 2017, 6:30 P.M. 

DRAFT Minutes 

 

Directors present:   

 Karen Abowd, Chairman 

 Brad Bonkowski 

 Carl Erquiaga, Vice Chairman 

 David Griffith 

 Doug Johnson 

 Barry Penzel 

Chuck Roberts 

Ernie Schank 

 Fred Stodieck 

 Steve Thaler 

 

Directors not present: 

 Don Frensdorff 

 Ken Gray  

 Don Jardine, Treasurer 

 Austin Osborne, Storey County representative 

 

Staff present: 

George Benesch, Legal Counsel 

Shane Fryer, Watershed Program Specialist 

Brenda Hunt, Watershed Program Manager 

 Edwin James, General Manager 

 Toni Leffler, Administrative Assistant/Secretary to the Board 

 Debbie Neddenriep, Water Resource Specialist II 

  

Also present: None. 

  

Please note:  This meeting was not recorded due to technical difficulties.   

 

Chairman Abowd called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Churchill County Commission 

Chambers, 155 N. Taylor St., Fallon, NV.  The CWSD/Alpine County Joint Powers Board was 

convened.  Roll call was taken and a quorum was determined to be present.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was led by Director Johnson. 

 

Item #5 - Approval of Agenda.  Director Penzel made the motion to approve the agenda.  The 

motion was seconded by Director Bonkowski and unanimously approved by the Board.   

 

Item #6 - Approval of the Board Meeting Minutes from March 15, 2017.  Director Bonkowski 

made the motion to approve the Minutes of the Board Meeting on March 15, 2017.  The motion 
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was seconded by Director Stodieck and unanimously approved by the Board, with Director 

Griffith abstaining for not having been at that meeting.   

 

Item #7 - Public Comment – None. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Item #8 - Approval of Treasurer’s Report for March 2017. -  

 

Item #9 - Payment of Bills for March 2017. 

 

Director Erquiaga made the motion to approve the consent agenda, including items #8-9.  The 

motion was seconded by Director Griffith and unanimously approved by the Board.   

 

**END OF CONSENT AGENDA** 

 

Item #10 – Discussion for possible action to award the contract to JE Fuller to conduct the 

Johnson Lane Area Drainage Master Plan.  Ed James explained that out of the four consultants 

who sent in proposals JE Fuller was selected to do the Drainage Master Plan. This will be a 

template for future projects.  Development of a Drainage Master Plan for the Johnson Lane area 

was requested by Douglas County.  Director Griffith asked about the insurance requirements.  

George Benesch noted that time is of the essence, there is a timetable in the contract spelling out 

what needs to be done.  Having a clause in the contract doesn’t add anything.  Regarding 

insurance, there is not of liability exposure for what is being done under this contract.  Director 

Griffith asked if water goes somewhere other than where it’s supposed to, who would the 

residents sue?  Mr. Benesch commented that he didn’t feel it is particularly necessary to have 

additional insurance since CWSD has errors and omissions insurance.  Director Penzel noted that 

the Douglas County Engineer and District Attorney have reviewed the contract. 

 

Director Schank made the motion to authorize the Chairperson to sign the contract with JE 

Fuller to conduct the Johnson Lane Area Drainage Master Plan.  The motion was seconded by 

Director Stodieck and approved by the Board, with Director Griffith opposing.   

 

Item #11 – Discussion for possible action regarding approval of an Interlocal Contract for 

Douglas County to provide funding assistance to develop the Johnson Lane Area Drainage 

Master Plan.  Mr. James explained that this contract provides additional funding from Douglas 

County for development of the Johnson Lane Area Drainage Master Plan so we can pay the 

contractor.  Director Penzel noted that Douglas County Board of Commissioners had a full 

discussion of this and recommended approval of the contract not to exceed $95,000. 

 

Director Griffith made the motion to authorize the Chairperson to sign the Interlocal Contract 

with Douglas County to provide funding assistance to develop the Johnson Lane Area Drainage 

Master Plan.  The motion was seconded by Director Thaler and unanimously approved by the 

Board. 
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Item #12 – Discussion for possible action regarding the January and February flooding damage 

and CWSD’s assistance for repairs along the Carson River.  Mr. James explained that when he 

was first hired in 1998 one of his first projects was to deal with the flood damages.  At that time 

CWSD took the lead.  In 1997, FEMA provided the funding upfront for the repairs.  FEMA 

covered 75% of the costs, the State covered 12.5%, the county 6.25%, and CWSD 6.25%.  After 

the 2006 flood, CWSD again took the lead regarding repair of the grade control structures.  

FEMA can only repair public facilities, not private facilities.  FEMA covered 75% of the costs 

and CWSD covered 12.5%-25% of the costs.  Ranchers repaired damage on their property.  The 

rules have changed with FEMA, and they asked if CWSD owns the facilities.  State Lands 

claimed ownership of the river bottom in 1972.  The ranchers maintained the grade control 

structures.  State Lands didn’t want to touch the grade controls.  If CWSD would take over legal 

responsibility of the grade control structures, the repairs would be funded by FEMA.  There must 

be an agreement with landowners for maintenance of the structures.  The FEMA and Emergency 

Management staffs are new since the last flood.     

 

For the Board’s information, Mr. Benesch prepared a draft agreement with the ranchers and a 

draft permit with State Lands.  Before we spend any more staff time, staff needs Board direction 

as to whether CWSD wants to take legal responsibility of the grade control structures so that 

FEMA can help fund the repairs. 

 

Director Schank said an emphatic yes because they are important facilities for ecosystem and the 

health of the ranchers.  He asked how many grade control structures are involved.  Mr. James 

responded that not all the grade control structures were damaged.  They are being evaluated now.  

Some damage won’t be determined until the river goes down in August.  We will submit project 

worksheets and estimate the dollar amount for repairs.  We will enter into agreements to repair 

those which are identified as damaged now, which include six or seven structures in Douglas 

County, four to six in Lyon County, and Mexican Dam in Carson City.  We will have the full list 

next week after a review with the conservation districts and FEMA.  Director Schank asked if the 

Army Corps of Engineers is involved above Lahontan.  Mr. James responded that they are 

involved for permitting, and we will also have to go through State Historic Preservation 

Organization (SHPO) and environmental evaluation.  Taking legal responsibility for the 

structures is a different kind of exposure, but if we don’t do it, it will not happen by anyone else.  

The ranchers would have to pay for it themselves.   

 

In the past, a structure could only be rebuilt to its pre-flood condition, but the Mitigation 406 

Program will consider a better design option if it will hold up better in future events.  Most of 

these structures don’t pass sediment or recreationalists.  If the Board agrees for CWSD to 

participate, staff will look at design modifications if necessary.  Things are happening quickly 

and staff has been scrambling.   

 

Mr. Benesch noted that he doesn’t believe we have any liability.  Director Bonkowski asked if 

we can use these funds to fix Tom Minor’s problem.  Mr. James responded that we cannot use 

this FEMA funding for river restoration projects but funding from CWSD or Q1 can be used for 

those kinds of repairs.  Only grade control structures are eligible for FEMA funding. 
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Director Penzel asked if each project areas will be listed and whether it include structures above 

and below Lahontan.  Mr. James responded that structures below Lahontan are done differently.  

We will focus on grade control structures above Lahontan.   

 

Director Penzel asked about whether the $1 million liability policy mentioned in Item #10 

applies to ranchers too.  Mr. Benesch responded that the State claims ownership of the riverbed 

but not the structures.  Mr. James noted that a government agency’s liability is up to $100,000, so 

that would be our maximum liability.  Mr. James mentioned that staff has questions about the 

permit language and needs to have further discussion with State Lands.  Director Schank noted 

that the $1 million liability to ranchers isn’t unrealistic and shouldn’t be a problem.  That 

requirement should be included it in the maintenance agreement too.   

 

Director Abowd asked if there is going to be a priority list.  Mr. James responded that everything 

in Douglas County is going through the Carson Valley Conservation District (CVCD) and in 

Lyon County through Dayton Valley Conservation District (DVCD).  CWSD staff will set up 

Project Worksheets (PWs).  Director Stodieck pointed out that V-weirs are also grade control 

structures and asked if they will be included.  Mr. James noted that the Natural Resource 

Conservation Service (NRCS) did the initial work on those structures, and CWSD staff will have 

to research this with NRCS.  Mr. James will get the full list and a list of those which will be 

eligible for FEMA funding.   

 

Director Griffith noted that in Alpine County FEMA is giving time to identify projects where 

damage can’t be assessed until the snow melts.  Mr. James responded that these are called PW 

Zeros because they don’t know a dollar amount for funding.  CWSD will put in a funding request 

to the State to pick up 12.5% of the costs.   

 

Director Roberts agreed with the benefit of these structures.  He asked what the rule change is 

that makes it necessary for us to jump through all the hoops that we didn’t have to in the past.  

Mr. James responded that the issue is the oversight FEMA has with the Office of Management 

Budget who audited FEMA’s response to the Sandy Hook disaster.  The rule is that you must 

show ownership now.  If, in 1972, the State of Nevada took ownership of the riverbed, Director 

Roberts expressed concern that we will find ourselves in a Sandy Hook situation.  The status of 

all structures remains the same so they should all be in or out.  Ranchers should not have option 

to opt out.  He is concerned that we are stepping into quick sand and not looking at the nuts and 

bolts.  Mr. James clarified that CWSD does not have to be the owner of the structures but take 

responsibility for the repairs.  Director Roberts suggested that this a matter that would be decided 

by the Legislature, contract, or Court action.  It only takes one grade control perceived owner to 

start a conflict.  How can we be responsible for a structure owned by the State who denies 

ownership of the structure?  If we step into this, we are doing something that the State should be 

doing.  Mr. James noted that if CWSD doesn’t step up, nothing is going to happen. with FEMA 

funding.   

 

Director Roberts is not comfortable being in this position.  He doesn’t have a problem with 

meeting the rancher’s needs, but we have a responsibility to look down the road at what we are 

building a foundation for here today.  If that is included in the planning process, then move 

ahead.  Director Schank asked if we could enter into a dialog with the Attorney General’s office 
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over whether State Lands could eventually take it over.  Director Abowd noted that this is 

another pass-down from the State where we are taking responsibility for what they should be 

doing.   

 

Director Roberts asked why the State won’t coordinate the repairs.  Mr. James responded that 

they haven’t dealt with this in the past and don’t have the experience or staff to coordinate this.  

He suggested that the State could be the responsible agency and CWSD could perform the duties 

they don’t have the staff for.   

 

Director Stodieck noted that Director Roberts made good points about looking further down the 

road.  This has happened since the State claimed ownership of the river bottom.  The landowners 

must get water delivery; their contribution to the county’s economy needs to be considered.   

 

Director Penzel suggested sending this issue to the Attorney General’s office for the State to be 

the responsible party and CWSD can manage the funding.  Mr. James noted that when the State 

takes over other properties, they take into their database any structure on that property, but they 

didn’t list these structures when they took over ownership of the river.   

 

Mr. James asked for suggestions for how to help achieve the repairs today but push the 

Legislature to act in the future.  Director Schank suggested that CWSD needs to help on an 

emergency basis.  It follows the practices of this Board to keep the river sound and healthy.  

Director Roberts agreed but doesn’t want to put CWSD in quicksand in doing so.  He noted this 

Board’s responsibility to not put us in a position of liability. 

 

Director Roberts made the motion to authorize the General Manager and staff to pursue 

discussion and execute his best judgement to bring answers back to this Board before the next 

Board meeting.  The motion was seconded by Director Bonkowski and unanimously approved by 

the Board. 

 

Item #13 - Discussion for possible action regarding approval of Interlocal Contract #2017-3 with 

Carson Valley Conservation District to assist in the flood disaster assessment.  Mr. James 

explained that this and the next items are to help the conservation districts with up to $1,500 of 

their staff time to help gather information about the status of flood control structures in their 

counties.  The money would come out of our Floodplain Management Fund.   

 

Director Roberts made the motion to authorize the Chairman to sign Interlocal Contract #2017-

3 with Carson Valley Conservation District to assist in the flood disaster assessment.  The motion 

was seconded by Director Griffith and unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

Item #14 – Discussion for possible action regarding approval of Interlocal Contract #2017-4 with 

Dayton Valley Conservation District to assist in the flood disaster assessment.  Mr. James 

explained the need for this contract in Item #13.  

 

Director Thaler made the motion to authorize the Chairman to sign Interlocal Contract #2017-4 

with Dayton Valley Conservation District to assist in the flood disaster assessment.  The motion 
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was seconded by Director Roberts and approved by the Board, with Director Roberts disclosing 

that he is Chairman of the DVCD Board.   

 

Item #15 - Discussion for possible action regarding various bills that CWSD may want to 

support, oppose, or monitor during the 2017 Legislative Committee.  Mr. James reported that a 

lot of the bills we were watching died. 

 

Mr. James testified before the Senate Finance Committee on SB503 to have $250,000 included in 

the State budget for the Clearing and Snagging Fund.  The Fund can be replenished whenever it 

falls low.  This is not much money for clearing and snagging throughout the state.  The State has 

a process in place to review the projects instead of first come, first served. 

 

Most of the remaining water bills don’t effect CWSD, only the counties.   

 

No action was required on this item; receive and file. 

 

Item #16 – Discussion for possible action regarding a funding request from TCID for the 

emergency spillway on the V-Line.  Mr. James explained the tour of the V-Line before this Board 

meeting.  TCID has requested $50,000 from CWSD to help with the costs of the spillway. 

 

Director Roberts made the motion to approve TCID’s funding request of $50,000 from CWSD’s 

Floodplain Management Account.  The motion was seconded by Director Bonkowski and 

approved by the Board with Director Schank abstaining because his agency requested the money. 

 

Item #17 – Discussion for possible action regarding Part 1 of CWSD’s Strategic Planning 

Session.  Mr. James went over the outline of the proposed three-part Strategic Planning.  Part 

One, Orientation/Review, will be covered at tonight’s meeting.  Part Two, establishing short- and 

long-term goals, will be facilitated by Steve Lewis at the May Board meeting.  Part Three, to 

review five- and ten-year budgets developed by staff to achieve the list of priorities developed by 

the Board in Part Two, will be included in June’s meeting.    

 

As part of the history of CWSD, Mr. James explained that CWSD was established by the 

Legislature under Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) in 1989 to help with regional planning of the 

Carson River.  The focus was water supply.  In 1999, Churchill County joined CWSD and in 

2001, Alpine County joined by Joint Powers Agreement.  CWSD was funded by ad valorem tax 

of $0.03/$100 for CWSD administration and $0.07/$100 for projects, but CWSD’s ability to 

utilize the $0.07/$100 is now limited by the 3% tax cap.   

 

CWSD administers several grants and associated administrative costs are covered by the grants.  

CWSD is an independent third party with no regulatory authority.  In 2004, CWSD became the 

Clean Water Act Section 208 Planning Entity for the Carson River.  CWSD promotes regional 

water systems and provides funding.  We paid for upsizing the pipelines for future use at no cost 

by government entity or for a charge by a private entity.   

 

Brenda Hunt explained the Integrated Watershed Management Process that CWSD is involved 

with and the work she and Shane Fryer do to manage the Watershed Program.  The Carson River 
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Watershed includes Alpine County, CA, and Douglas County, Carson City, Lyon County, and 

Churchill County, NV, through which the river runs, and Storey County which is part of the 

watershed.  The watershed encompasses nearly 4,400 square miles and ranges in elevation from 

3,000’ to 11,000’.  The Carson River is 184 miles in length with little upstream storage.   

 

The Watershed Program brings together public and private partners.  The integrated approach 

looks at the watershed as a whole, including natural resources, physical landscape, and people.  

The Carson River Coalition (CRC) is steering committee for the Integrated Watershed Planning 

Process.  It was formed in 1998, following the 1997 flooding which brought people together.  

Funding for coordination comes from CWSD and a grant from NDEP as part of the EPA 319 

Program.  There are three CRC working groups:  the Education Working Group, the River 

Corridor Working Group (to be renamed the Floodplain and River Management Working Group), 

and the Invasive Species Working Group.  CWSD published a quarterly newsletter named 

“Watershed Connections.”  CWSD strives to involve all counties and communities within the 

watershed to meet the various future water needs and to enhance health and water quality.   

 

Challenges facing watershed include invasive species, erosion, water supply and quality, urban 

runoff, and two EPA Superfund sites.  As part of effective planning on a watershed level CWSD   

completed the 2007 Carson River Watershed Stewardship Plan which meets EPA criteria for 319 

grant funding and was updated in mid-March 2017.  We want to have it adopted by all the 

counties in the watershed.  The Fallon Paiute Shoshone Tribe and the Washoe Tribe want to use 

this Plan for obtaining 319 funding.  CWSD also created the Carson River Regional Floodplain 

Management Plan in 2005 and will need to update it.  In April of 2015, CWSD adopted the 

Carson River Watershed Literacy Action Plan and has received funding to move forward to 

create a literacy campaign.  The State of Nevada has designated CWSD as the Clean Water Act 

Section 208 Planning Agency for the Carson River Watershed.  We receive $40,000 in NDEP 

funds every three years for water quality planning projects.   

 

Categories of work we do include regional planning, coordination and project funding for 

floodplain management, river restoration/rehabilitation, water quality, water supply, invasive 

species, outreach and education, and recreation.  Federal funds can’t match federal funds, but 

most of CWSD’s funding qualifies as match.  Floodplain management is to create a long-term 

vision and strategies to reduce flood damage impacts.  The River Corridor Working Group acts 

as steering committee for this part of the plan.  A list of suggested actions came out of Floodplain 

Management Plan including protecting the floodplain’s natural functions and values; higher 

regulatory standards; flood data information and management; channel migration and bank 

erosion monitoring; floodplain and flood hazard outreach and education; and reduction of 

infrastructure impacts.  It is important to maintain the Carson River as a living river and not 

within a concrete flood channel like the Los Angeles River. 

 

Invasive species management includes $15,000/yr. from CWSD to each Cooperative Weed 

Management Area (CWMA), coordination of the Invasive Species Working Group, actively 

participating in watershed CWMAs and aquatic invasive species proactive action.   

 

CWSD’s Clean Water Act responsibilities including working with 303(d) list of impaired waters 

which don’t meet water quality standards for beneficial uses; several Total Maximum Daily 
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Loads (TMDLs), 208 planning; and 319(h) programs.  Non-point source pollution or polluted 

runoff comes from an undetermined specific source.  Historical human impacts on water quality 

include historic mining impacts, EPA Superfund sites at Leviathan Mine and the Carson River 

Mercury Site, channelization, and levees.  Current human impacts include storm water, septic 

tank, contaminant plumes, and waste water treatment facilities. 

 

CWSD works with conservation district on river stabilization and rehabilitation projects. 

 

Environmental education and outreach includes the watershed map and website, the baseline 

watershed literacy survey, the watershed literacy campaign, the watershed school programs, the 

Children’s Museum interactive exhibit, Carson River Work Days, the annual Snapshot Day, the 

watershed education roundtable, water festivals, and other community events. 

 

Water quality is addressed as it relates to irrigation, drinking water (ground water), recreation, 

and fish and wildlife habitat.   

 

CWSD funded recreational projects including the Hope Valley river restoration, the Carson City 

Aquatic Trail, Baily Fishing Pond in Carson City, the Sheckler Cut-Off River Park design study 

for Churchill County, and the US Forest Service’s East Fork Strategy Plan.   

 

We help with administration of grant funding for the entities that receive it.  Director Griffith 

commented that forest and watershed health go together in the upper watershed.  Improved forest 

health improves water quantity as well as quality.  Ms. Hunt mentioned that CWSD helps fund 

the Alpine Watershed Group (AWG) and mentioned several projects they have done.  Director 

Griffith would like to see more about forest health in the presentation. 

 

Mr. James explained about CWSD funding accounts.  He showed income and expense graphs of 

changes since FY 2000.  CWSD committed $250,000 per year for 20 years to pay for the 

Douglas County/Carson City regional pipeline.  He went over a project list including 

commitment amounts versus income, resulting in a negative which has been covered from the 

preliminary planning account as CWSD’s reserves.  Mr. James noted that a lot of administrative 

costs cover match for grants.  He reviewed an expense allocation by percentage list.  He 

explained that funds which were previously transferred to the Acquisition/Construction and 

Floodplain Management Funds have gone toward our regional pipeline debt commitment in 

recent years.  Mr. James went over the Acquisition/Construction Fund potential projects list, as 

well as proposed past and future projects identified for funding from the Floodplain Management 

Fund.  He noted that the Acquisition/Construction and Floodplain Management Funds need to be 

replenished to accomplish the planned projects.   

 

No action was required on this item; receive and file. 

 

Item #18 – Discussion for possible action regarding the runoff prediction for 2017.  Mr. James 

reported that recent storms have been the wettest of record.  The snow water equivalent index is 

at 250% of normal, a record high.  Runoff flows this year at the Carson City gage exceeds 1982-

83, the highest seen in over 100 years.   
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No action was required on this item; receive and file. 

 

Item #19 - Staff Reports 

General Manager - Mr. James had nothing specific to report. 

 

Brenda Hunt reported:   

• The “Get on the Bus” Watershed Tour will be on June 6-7, 2017.  Everyone is invited to 

register to learn more about the watershed. 

• Staff is planning several rafting trips.  The dates can’t be determined too far in advance 

but staff is hoping to run the East Fork during the third week in June and the Carson 

Canyon at some point this summer.  She instructed the Board to send an email to Shane if 

interested in participating.   

 

Legal –Mr. Benesch did not have anything specific to report. 

 

Correspondence – As handed out at the meeting.   

 

Item #20 - Directors’ Reports  

Director Schank thanked everyone for coming to Fallon/Churchill County.  Next month when 

Steve Lewis comes to help the Board determine priorities, he wants to campaign for weed 

treatment in the riverbeds which should be the State’s responsibility.  Problems include fences, 

cross fences, clearing, structures, weed control, SHPO, and streamlining the process to get 

permits to work on State lands.  We need to solicit legislators to help draft legislation to deal with 

this issue.  Director Schank also noted that the Churchill County Administration Building where 

this meeting is being held has historical significance since it used to be the Churchill County 

Hospital, and the Commission Chambers was the Operating Room where he and several 

members of his family were born.   

 

There were no other Directors’ reports. 

 

Item #21 - Public Comment.  None. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Director Schank made the motion to 

adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Toni Leffler 

Secretary 
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CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

May 17, 2017, 6:30 P.M. 

DRAFT Minutes 

 

Directors present:   

 Karen Abowd, Chairman 

 Brad Bonkowski 

 Carl Erquiaga, Vice Chairman 

 David Griffith 

 Don Jardine, Treasurer 

 Doug Johnson 

 Austin Osborne, Storey County representative 

 Barry Penzel 

Ernie Schank 

 Fred Stodieck 

 Steve Thaler 

 

Directors not present: 

Don Frensdorff 

 Ken Gray  

Chuck Roberts 

 

Staff present: 

George Benesch, Legal Counsel 

Edwin James, General Manager 

 Toni Leffler, Administrative Assistant/Secretary to the Board 

 Debbie Neddenriep, Water Resource Specialist II 

  

Also present:  

 Steve Lewis, UNCE 

  

Chairman Abowd called the meeting to order at 6:50 p.m. in the Douglas County Commission 

Chambers, 1616 8th St., Minden, NV.  The CWSD/Alpine County Joint Powers Board was 

convened.  Roll call was taken and a quorum was determined to be present.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was led by Director Osborne. 

 

Item #5 - Approval of Agenda.  Director Abowd requested that Item #6 be pulled from the 

agenda for reconsideration at the June meeting.  Director Schank made the motion to approve the 

agenda as amended.  The motion was seconded by Director Penzel and unanimously approved 

by the Board.   

 

Item #6 - Approval of the Board Meeting Minutes from April 19, 2017.  This item was pulled 

from the agenda, to be reconsidered at the June Board meeting.   

 

Item #7 - Public Comment – None. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Item #8 - Approval of Treasurer’s Report for March 2017. -  

 

Item #9 - Payment of Bills for March 2017. 

 

Item #10 – Discussion for possible action to surplus office equipment.   

 

Item #11 – Discussion for possible action regarding CWSD partnering with the USGS to collect 

data on mercury and methylmercury in the Carson River Watershed. 

 

Item #12 – Discussion for possible action regarding various bills that CWSD may want to 

support, oppose, or monitor during the 2017 Legislative Session. 

 

Director Johnson made the motion to approve Items #8-9 and #11-12 of the consent agenda.  The 

motion was seconded by Director Bonkowski and unanimously approved by the Board.  In Item 

#10, the date of purchase of Item #00148 was corrected to 4/28/10.   Director Schank then made 

the motion to approve Item #10 with correction.  Director Jardine seconded the motion which 

was unanimously approved by the Board.  

 

**END OF CONSENT AGENDA** 

 

Item #13 – PUBLIC HEARING – The Carson Water Subconservancy District will hold a Public 

Hearing on its FY 2017-18 Tentative Budget.  Chairman Abowd opened the public hearing of the 

CWSD on its FY 2017-18 Tentative Budget.  There being no questions or comments, the hearing 

was closed. 

 

Item #14 – Discussion for possible action regarding rejection, modification, or adoption of the 

FY 2017-18 Final Budget.  Mr. James explained the changes between the tentative and final FY 

2017-18 budgets. He went over page 53 of Board package and explained changes from Tentative 

Budget to Final Budget and a revised Final Budget was handed out.  Also included were the 

requests by Dayton Valley Conservation District (DVCD), Carson Valley Conservation District 

(CVCD), and Carson City to carry over funds from FY 2016-17 to FY 2017-18.   

 

Mr. James pointed out that the revisions were mostly to include an increase in interest on the 

Local Government Investment Pool (LGIP) and Mutual of Omaha CD in the 

Acquisition/Construction and Floodplain Management Fund budgets. 

 

Director Thaler asked what ending fund balance goes toward.  Mr. James explained that the Tax 

Department requires an ending balance of 4% of the budget to cover cash flow.  The beginning 

balance for this fiscal year will be ending balance from FY 2016-17.  “Equity” is the same thing 

as beginning balance. 

 

Director Schank made the motion to adopt the FY 2017-18 Final Budgets.  The motion was 

seconded by Director Erquiaga and unanimously approved by the Board. 
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Item #17 – Discussion for possible action regarding the Strategic Planning Session to discuss and 

prioritize CWSD’s future activities.  Mr. James went over the outline of the proposed three-part 

Strategic Planning.  Part One, Orientation/Review, was covered at last month’s meeting.  Part 

Two, establishing short- and long-term goals, will be facilitated by Steve Lewis at this month’s 

Board meeting.  Part Three, to review the five- and ten-year budgets developed by staff to 

achieve the list of priorities developed by the Board in Part Two, will be included in June’s 

meeting.    

 

Mr. James showed the CWSD overview video which is in the process of being updated. Then 

Steve Lewis took over running the Strategic Planning Session.  He went over an abbreviated 

version of the CRC Mission Statement:  

“To promote cooperative action across agency and political boundaries in the Carson 

River Watershed, using integrated watershed management.”   

 

The CRC Vision Statement is:  

“A healthy sustainable Carson River Watershed, led by community and private/public 

partnerships, plans and projects, where all lands and waterways (surface and 

underground) safely receive, store, and release clean water for the good of all peoples, 

environments and natural resources of the Carson River Basin.” 

 

CWSD is the lead agency for integrated watershed planning and management for the Carson 

River Watershed.  Balancing environmental, agricultural and municipal water needs requires 

diligent planning and management.  CWSD works with local, state, and federal entities to plan, 

fund, and implement projects and programs to address challenges in the manner that provides 

regional benefits.  Challenges include:   

• Protecting critical floodplain lands from development 

• Meeting demands for future water supply 

• Managing and promoting use of reclaimed water 

• Enhancing water quality and riparian habitat throughout the watershed 

• Tracking and controlling invasive species 

• Raising awareness of watershed issues with general public. 

 

Mr. Lewis pointed out that the lists on the wall in white represent programs/projects funded by 

grants and those on yellow paper are non-grant funded projects over the past five years.  The 

categories and programs/projects, along with comments added during discussion, are as listed 

below:   

 

• Future integrated planning:   

o Non-grant funded:   

▪ analyze potential storage sites – surface and groundwater – build 

relationships, regional infiltration 

▪ instream flow 

▪ pursue legislation regarding Carson River channel – weed problem, 

clearing and snagging, state ownership, fencing, SHPO, permits, federal 

legislation 

▪ monitor legislative action 

▪ cloud seeding 
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▪ modifying grade control structures so river sediment and recreation users 

can get through the structures 

▪ landscape scale approach including forest 

o Grant funded: 

▪ NDEP – Watershed Management Program 

 

• Outreach and Education: 

o Non-grant funded:   

▪ Carson River Work Days 

▪ Alpine Watershed Group – watershed coordination 

▪ Sierra Nevada Journeys – Family Night at elementary schools STEM 

nights 

▪ Churchill County Ag Expo 

o Grant funded:   

▪ NDEP – Environmental Education Coordinator Program 

▪ NDEP – Carson River Conservation Tours 

▪ NDEP – provide funding assistance (cash or in-kind match) for CRC grant 

projects) 

• Watershed Literacy II Outreach 

• Watershed Literacy III 

• Watershed Education 

• Watershed Bus Tour 

 

• Water Quality: 

o Non-grant funded: 

▪ Watershed coordinating activities 

▪ USGS Churchill County Groundwater and Water Quality Data Collection 

▪ USGS Groundwater Study – Eagle, Dayton, and Churchill 

▪ USGS water quality studies – Douglas County 

• Nitrate studies 

• Arsenic studies 

▪ USGS water quality studies – Lyon County 

• Nitrate study 

▪ Dayton Valley Septic Tank Project 

▪ Regional MS4 Stormwater Master Plan 

▪ Water quality enhancement projects 

o Grant funded:   

▪ NDEP Clean Water Act 208 – East Fork Algae Study 

▪ NDEP Clean Water Act 208 – Low Impact Development Project 

▪ NDEP – Clear Creek Non-Point Sources Program 

 

▪ NDEP – Carson City Non-Point Source Program 

▪ NDEP – Carson City Non-Point Source Pilot Program 

 

• Rehabilitation and Stabilization: 

o Non-grant funded:   
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▪ CVCD bioengineering/erosion control projects 

▪ CVCD clearing and snagging project (Virginia/Rocky) 

▪ DVCD restoration projects 

▪ Eagle Creek streambank restoration 

▪ Buzzy Ranch streambank project 

▪ LCD clearing and snagging project 

▪ LCD sand bar removal project 

▪ Virginia/Rocky streambank design project 

o Grant funded:   

▪ NDEP – Virginia/Rocky streambank design project 

▪ CVCD bank stabilization 

▪ Carson City Golden Eagle Lane project 

▪ DVCD projects 

▪ LCD sandbar removal 

▪ Virginia/Rocky project 

▪ Forest management in the upper watershed 

 

• Invasive Species:   

o Non-grant funded:   

▪ Noxious weed control:  Alpine, Douglas, Carson City, Lyon, Churchill, 

and Storey Counties 

▪ Invasive Species Program 

o Grant funded:   

▪ State Parks – motorized noxious weed signs – Carson City and Churchill 

County 

▪ Federal – ARRA weed control project 

▪ Noxious weed control 

▪ BLM weed grant 

▪ NFWF weed grant 

▪ Invasive species programs 

▪ Dayton Valley Storey County weed abatement 

▪ LCD weed programs 

 

• Recreation: 

o Non-grant funded:   

▪ Churchill County River Park Design 

▪ Carson City River Park 

▪ Carson River vehicle removal project 

▪ Carson River mosquito control 

o Grant funded:   

▪ Q1 – Habitat Conservation Program 

 

• Water Supply 

o Non-grant funded: (We get 15% less today in ad valorem property taxes than what 

we got in 2009 and 2010.) 

▪ Douglas County Regional Pipeline - CWSD pays $125,000/yr. to CC and 

Douglas County to pay for pipeline debt service.   
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▪ Carson City Regional Pipeline 

▪ Lyon County – Dayton stream gage 

▪ Lahontan Valley Water Level Program 

▪ Dixie Valley Water Level Measurement 

▪ Water rights dedication tracking database 

▪ Assisted Alpine County with state-mandated South Carson Valley 

groundwater elevation monitoring 

▪ Assisted Alpine County with Mesa groundwater elevation monitoring 

▪ Water conservation programs 

▪ Water and Sewer Rate Report 

▪ USGS stream gage contracts 

▪ USGS Douglas County groundwater data collection 

▪ Lahontan Valley Water Level Program 

▪ State Engineer Groundwater Inventory 

o Grant-funded: 

▪ Alpine County – California mandated Carson Valley groundwater 

elevation monitoring 

▪ Alpine County – assisted Alpine County with Mesa groundwater elevation 

monitoring 

▪ USBR – Carson River Water Plan Study 

▪ Churchill County – groundwater study in Churchill County 

 

• Floodplain Management: 

o Non-grant funded:   

▪ Churchill County Drainage Study 

▪ Douglas County Drainage Study 

▪ Pine Nut Soil Infiltration Study 

o Grant funded: (grants cover staff time to administer) 

▪ FEMA – restudy and remapping the Carson River upstream of Lahontan 

Reservoir 

▪ FEMA – restudy and remapping of the:   

• Alpine View Estates 

• Voltaire Canyon 

• Goni Canyon 

• Eagle Canyon 

• Ramsey Canyon 

▪ FEMA – Johnson Lane Area Drainage Master Plan 

▪ FEMA – Sheckler Shunt Study 

▪ FEMA – Smelter Creek Study 

▪ FEMA – update to the Regional Floodplain Management Plan 

▪ FEMA – review of counties’ floodplain ordinances and mitigation options 

▪ NDEP – LiDAR for Carson Valley 

▪ NDEP – Hydrology and Hydraulic Model Manual 

 

Then Mr. Lewis posed the question: “Are we on the right path and where do we want to go?” 
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 Mr. James explained that the Acquisition/Construction Fund was created to purchase water 

rights and fund construction.  In the past, the majority of the funds going into the Acquisition 

Construction Fund came from the General Fund.  In 2010, CWSD identified approximately $1.5 

million in future projects.  Today, the Acquisition/Construction Fund has a little under $700,000.  

In 2009, the Floodplain Management Fund was created to deal with flood planning and projects.  

After 2010, when there was a downturn in the economy, we began dealing with current demands 

for funding each year instead of being able to put money away for future projects.  People have 

come to depend on us for most of their funding.  If we want to dedicate money to future projects, 

we will have less money to fund year-to-year projects. 

 

Director Schank noted that one of his concerns is the need to address the true ownership of the 

riverbed to the average high-water mark.  It is also important to streamline the process to get 

permits to work on state lands.  Director Johnson noted that we may need to address Federal 

legislation.  Legislation needs to be one of our greatest priorities. 

  

Director Penzel noted that there are eight broad categories of projects/programs to pursue but 

CWSD has a very limited staff.  Director Johnson noted that the committees were designed for 

the Board to participate.   

 

Director Griffith noted that it is helpful to show which are grant vs. non-grant projects.  CWSD 

is one of few organizations that looks at a watershed-wide approach.  He suggested also looking 

at forest health as part of the water quality and take measurements of project impacts. 

 

Director Johnson asked about where we are with invasive species programs.  Mr. James 

responded that we have a National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) grant and a Bureau of 

Land Management (BLM) grant for weed treatment on BLM land.  He reminded the Board that 

we have provided funding assistance to our weed partners since 1999.  CWSD staff coordinates 

the efforts.  Director Schank suggested teaching the State what we have learned about 

capitalizing on available funding.  Mr. James noted that we are able to do things that the State 

can’t do, like FEMA funded projects.  We work with the counties and get consultants to do the 

studies. 

 

Director Abowd stressed the importance of the State defining their river ownership.  Director 

Penzel said that he doesn’t feel we are organized to work on legislation, but a partnership group 

of counties can help impact legislation.  Debbie Neddenriep noted that members of our Board 

used to be more active in the National Association of County Organizations (NACO), etc., to 

address more activities.   

 

Director Johnson noted that we are still capped in our ad valorem tax income.  Mr. James noted 

that interest income on our investments has also gone down due to the reduction in interest rates.   

 

Director Schank suggested that we can get someone from the state’s interim legislative 

committees to take river tours so they can relate first hand to what’s going on.   

 

A new prioritization sheet was handed out.  The Board was asked to identify four of the seven 

categories of activities as their greatest priorities.  Directors Penzel and Bonkowski identified 

floodplain management as a plan to control the river, then rehabilitation and stabilization, then 
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water supply and water quality.  Director Schank suggested that floodplain management and 

rehabilitation/stabilization are on equal footing.  Perhaps rehabilitation/stabilization is a 

subcategory under floodplain management. 

 

Mr. James explained the Acquisition/Construction Fund budget on p. 79 of the Board package 

and the Floodplain Management Fund budget on p. 80.   The Acquisition/Construction Fund 

money was used to buy Mud Lake and other water rights and for upsizing regional pipelines.  He 

Floodplain Management Fund is for flooding repairs.  Under future integrated planning, Director 

Johnson suggested that cloud seeding be crossed off the list. 

 

Director Griffith asked how purchasing water rights enhances integrated planning.  Mr. James 

explained that Lost Lakes and Mud Lake water rights enhance river flow and generates income 

by leasing the water to Carson City.  If we had purchased Red Lake when we had the 

opportunity, we could have managed that water body better than how it is being managed now.  

Director Griffith asked why we need to keep river flow when there was no historic flow.  Mr. 

James explained that historically there was an active fishery on the Carson River as far down as 

the Dayton area before changes in land use and the environment.   

 

Director Penzel suggested that under the “other” priorities category, we could cut down on dust 

problems by using magnesium chloride.   

 

Director Schank commented that we need to be careful when it comes to analyzing better storage 

sites because any change will end up in Court.  Instead, build relationships for interbasin 

transfers, etc.  Dams are cost prohibitive, and the Alpine Decree would be debated in Court. 

Director Bonkowski noted that we don’t necessarily have to build structure for water storage but 

can infiltrate water to bank it. 

 

Ed went through the activities under each main category of work that CWSD does.   

Director Bonkowski noted that there are high priority items under each category.   

 

The Board took a break at 8:10 p.m.  The meeting was resumed at 8:15 pm. 

 

Mr. Lewis went over the Board’s prioritization:   

1. Tie between Floodplain Management and Rehabilitation/Stabilization 

2. Tie between Water Supply/Demand and Water Quality 

3. Tie between Invasive Species and Outreach/Education 

4. Recreation 

 

Future project reserves priorities:   

1. Floodplain Management Fund  

2. Future integrated planning 

3. Acquisition/Construction Fund  

 

Director Bonkowski suggested taking the priorities and making allocations for each category, 

then use a scoring system for rating the project funding requests which will be heard next year.  

Director Penzel agreed that this would be an ideal system since it gives CWSD the tool to 
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allocate the money.  The justification for approving funding for request is following the priorities 

set by the policy makers.   

 

Mr. James will develop proposed five-year and 10-year budgets which he will review with the 

Finance Committee and then present to the full Board.  Director Schank noted that the 

availability of grants will run the priorities more than what the Board developed tonight. Some 

projects may be pursued depending on whether grant funding becomes available. 

 

 Mr. James thanked Mr. Lewis for his help with the strategic planning process. 

 

No action was required on this item; receive and file. 

 

Item #15 - Discussion for possible action regarding the proposed federal FY 2018 budget’s 

potential impacts to the Carson River Watershed.  Mr. James explained that proposed FY 2018 

federal budget would cut 319 and other needed EPA funding.  He asked for the Board’s direction 

in how to address our concerns to our federal representatives.  Mr. James suggested that we need 

to at least make our federal representatives aware of our concerns.  Director Schank noted that it 

is his experience that more gets done when you get the federal representatives to come visit and 

see the on-the-ground projects.  He suggested also inviting the Governor.  With the current 

flooding situation, it is a good time for them to see the impacts in person.  Director Bonkowski 

offered to set up meetings the representatives who grew up in Carson City, Congressman Amodei 

and Senator Heller.  Director Johnson suggested writing a letter explaining our work which can 

be handed to them after a tour.  Director Griffith noted that lobbying is our best approach; join 

with other organizations, like NACO, Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), and 

League of Cities to lobby for us.  The majority of the population is urban, so it is hard to get rural 

projects funded.  It is good to have those on this Board with personal connections to contact our 

federal representatives. 

 

No action was required on this item; receive and file. 

 

Item #16 – Discussion for possible action regarding an update on the grade control/diversion 

structures in the Carson River damaged by the January and February floods.  Mr. James 

explained that he, George Benesch, and Director Roberts had a meeting with representatives 

from the Nevada Departments of Emergency Management and State Lands.  The State doesn’t 

claim ownership of structures in the river, so even if CWSD wanted to take the lead regarding 

repairs to the diversion/grade control structures, State Lands cannot give CWSD the legal 

responsible authority for those structures.  CWSD will meet with other agencies to see if they 

can help with repair costs.  Mr. James suggested meeting with the Regional Water System and 

Flood Committee to see what assistance CWSSD can provide regarding the diversion/grade 

control structures.  

 

Director Thaler noted that the State doesn’t clear and snag the river that they claim ownership of, 

so how can they expect someone else to take responsibility for their inaction?  Mr. James noted 

that when the State took ownership of Lake Tahoe, they took ownership of the piers, and users 

must have a permit. But in the case of riverbed ownership, the State did not claim the structures.   
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Director Schank suggested finding someone in the Attorney General’s office to talk with, help 

them understand the situation, and ask them to help us.  Perhaps Mr. James and Director Abowd 

could talk with the Attorney General.  Mr. Benesch noted that the protocol to meet with the 

Attorney General must be through a State agency.  The Attorney General’s office first talks with 

their client, the Director of State Lands.  Perhaps Senator Settelmeyer could talk with the 

Governor to get the conversation rolling. 

 

Item #18 –Staff Reports 

General Manager - Mr. James reported:   

• Get on the Bus Tour will be on June 6-7.  Directors are encouraged to participate, paid for 

by the District.   

• TCID has released enough water out of Lahontan Reservoir that the threat of flooding in 

Churchill County is reduced.   

• Shane Fryer has been flying his drone over the river and watershed taking wonderful 

video footage.   

• Orangetree Studios is creating the “Floodplains as Community Assets” videos which may 

be completed by the bus tour. 

 

Legal –Mr. Benesch did not have anything specific to report. 

 

Correspondence – As handed out at the meeting.   

 

Item #19 - Directors’ Reports  

Director Schank reported that 371,000 af of water was let out of Lahontan Reservoir as of today 

and about 90% of that is going to the sink.  Lahontan has a 313,000 af capacity.   

 

Director Johnson thanked Mr. Hussman for his part in the Board’s tour before this meeting. 

 

Director Thaler reported that Douglas County used trap bags behind Alpine Trailer Park to 

protect the park from flooding. 

 

There were no other Directors’ reports. 

 

Item #20 - Public Comment.  None. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Director Schank made the motion to 

adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:52 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Toni Leffler 

Secretary 
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AGENDA ITEM #10



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #10 - Discussion for possible action to award the contract to 
Michael Baker International to assist CWSD with the Carson River Watershed Discovery 
Report and Regional Floodplain Management Plan Updates.  (For Possible Action) 
 
DISCUSSION: In 2016, CWSD received a grant from FEMA to update the Watershed 
Discovery Report and Regional Floodplain Management Plan.  In March 2017, CWSD 
sent out a Request for Qualifications.  CWSD received three proposals which staff 
reviewed and rated.  The best proposal was from Michael Baker International (MB).   
MB has conducted several Discovery Reports and is familiar with CWSD’s Regional 
Floodplain Management Plan.  Attached is the Scope of Work and the agreement with 
MB.        
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Authorize the General Manager to sign the agreement 
with Michael Baker International. 



















AGENDA ITEM #11



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #11 - Discussion for possible action regarding an update on 
meetings held with our federal governmental representatives regarding the proposed 
federal 2018 budget. (For Possible Action)   
   
DISCUSSION:  Thanks to the efforts of Directors Brad Bonkowski and Barry Penzel, 
CWSD staff had the opportunity to meet with our U.S. House Representative Mark 
Amodei and our U.S. Senator Catherine Cortez-Masto to discuss our concerns about the 
U.S. President’s proposed 2018 budget.  Attached is a sample of the letters that were 
given to our federal representatives.  Staff is hoping to be able to meet with U.S. 
Senator Dean Heller in the next couple of weeks.     
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Receive and file. 















AGENDA ITEM #12



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #12 - Discussion and possible action regarding COLA salary 
adjustment starting July 1, 2017. (For Possible Action) 
 
DISCUSSION:  Included in the development of the FY 2017-18 budget was a COLA 
adjustment for staff of 1.75 percent.  This is consistent with Carson City.  When 
reviewing the meeting notes staff realized that, although this was discussed at the 
Finance Committee meeting, the full board did not take official action to increase CWSD 
salaries by 1.75 percent.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Authorize a COLA adjustment for FY 2017-18 of 1.75 
percent. 



AGENDA ITEM #13



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #13 - Discussion for possible action regarding approval of 
the Agreement #2017-5 with River Wranglers for the Carson River Work Days and 
Vegetation Management Projects 
 
DISCUSSION: Agreement #2017-5 with River Wranglers is to continue the Carson River 
Work Days and Vegetation Management Projects.  The total agreement amount is 
$26,000 which was approved in the FY 2017-18 budget (see attached draft Agreement). 
       
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve Agreement #2017-5 with River Wranglers for 
Carson River Work Days and Vegetation Management Projects. 
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AGREEMENT #2017-5 

AGREEMENT 

 

Addressing Funding From Carson Water Subconservancy District 

to River Wranglers to Perform Work on Carson River Workdays and  

Carson River Vegetation Management 

  
 THIS AGREEMENT dated this ____ day of __________, 2017, is entered into by 

and between River Wranglers, a non-profit association (hereinafter "RW") and the 

CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT, a political subdivision of the State of 

Nevada (hereinafter "CWSD").   

WITNESSETH: 

 WHEREAS, RW is a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization; and 

 WHEREAS, RW has organized a program for the Carson River Workday Projects 

and Carson River Channel and Vegetation Maintenance, in which members of the 

respective communities within the district participate in river conservation and 

maintenance; and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD is a water subconservancy district created and organized under 

the provisions of Chapter 541 of NRS; and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD and RW each possess common objectives and responsibilities 

with regard to the Carson River; and  

 WHEREAS, RW has requested funding to perform work during fiscal year 2017-18 

on the Carson River Workday Projects and Carson River Vegetation Management; and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD has agreed to set aside $26,000.00 for the fiscal year 

beginning July 1, 2017, and to grant RW said amount in order to assist with the projects 

set forth in Exhibit "A." 
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 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of the mutual covenants 

herein contained, it is mutually agreed by and between the parties as follow:   

1. CWSD hereby grants to RW up to $26,000.00 for the costs to conduct 

Carson River Water Days and Carson River Vegetation, as described in 

Exhibit "A." 

2. CWSD shall have no responsibility for costs exceeding $26,000.00. 

3. This Agreement shall terminate June 30, 2018, at which time RW shall have 

one (1) month thereafter to submit its final invoice for payment related to 

work performed under this Agreement. 

4. The parties will not waive and intend to assert available NRS Chapter 41 

liability limitations in all cases.  Contract liability of both parties shall not be 

subject to punitive damages.  To the extent applicable, actual contract 

damages for any breach shall be limited by NRS 353.260 and NRS 354.626. 

5. a.  Consistent with paragraph 4 of this Contract, each party shall indemnify, 

hold harmless and defend, not excluding the others right to participate, the 

other party from and against all liability, claims, actions, damages, losses, 

and expenses, including, but not limited to, reasonable attorney’s fees and 

costs, arising out of any alleged negligent or willful acts or omissions of the 

indemnifying party, its officers, employees and agents.  Such obligation shall 

not be construed to negate, abridge, or otherwise reduce any other right or 

obligation of indemnity which would otherwise exist as to any party or person 

described in this paragraph. 

 b.  The indemnification obligation under this paragraph is conditioned upon 

receipt of written notice by the indemnifying party within thirty (30) days of 
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the indemnified party’s accrual notice of any actual or pending claim or 

cause of action.  The indemnifying party shall not be liable for any attorneys’ 

fees and costs incurred under the indemnified party’s chosen right to 

participate with legal counsel. 

6. For invoicing and notice purposes, the address of each party is as follows: 

  River Wranglers    CWSD 
  Attn.: Linda Conlin    Attn.: Edwin James 
  Director     General Manager 
  1355 E. Badger St.    777 E. William, Ste. 110A 
  Silver Springs, NV 89429   Carson City, NV 89701 
  (775) 230-0633    (775) 887-7456 
 
7. This Agreement shall be by and between the parties hereto and shall not be 

assignable or transferable.   

8. Any dispute regarding this Agreement shall be decided according to the laws 

of the State of Nevada.  If any part of this Agreement is declared to be 

unlawful, any remaining obligations shall be deemed terminated.  

9. This Agreement may only be amended by consent of both parties.  Any 

amendments must be written and executed with the same formality as this 

Agreement.   

10. This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding between the parties 

and there are no representations, conditions, warranties or collateral 

agreements (expressed or implied), statutory or otherwise, with respect to 

the subject of this Agreement. 

11. This Agreement becomes effective when ratified by appropriate official 

action of the governing body of each party, and shall be deemed dated as of 

the later date of said official action. 
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12. The parties hereto represent and warrant that the person executing this 

Agreement on behalf of each party has full power and authority to enter into 

this Agreement and that the parties are authorized by law to engage in 

cooperative action set forth herein.   

13. This Agreement shall be entered into with duplicate originals, realizing that 

each entity, by necessity, must approve and execute the subject document 

at different dates, times and places. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement on the day 

and year first written above.   

DATED: _____________________  DATED: ______________________ 

       CARSON WATER 
RIVER WRANGLERS    SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
____________________________  ________________________________ 
Dan Kaffer, President    Karen Abowd, Chairman 
 
 
ATTEST:      ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________  __________________________________ 
Eric Johnson, Secretary    Toni M. Leffler, Secretary to the Board 
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Exhibit "A" 

 

 

River Wranglers 

Conserve Carson River Work Days & Vegetation Management 
 
 
River Wranglers plans to continue Conserve Carson River Work Days and vegetation 
management projects in the Carson River watershed.  As part of the grant goals, River 
Wranglers will attempt to allocate approximately $6,000 per county.  The $6,000 will be 
used to help fund the Conserve Carson River Workdays and Vegetation Management 
Projects.  The Conserve Carson River Workdays provides students hands-on experience 
doing projects on the river. The Vegetation Management Projects provide the various 
conservation districts opportunities to utilize local labor crews and conservation crews to 
cut and plant willows for workdays and restoration, rodent control, and reduce potential 
flood hazards in the river and tributaries.  The funding also assists the conservation 
districts with outreach and education. 



AGENDA ITEM #14



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #14 - Discussion for possible action regarding approval of 
Agreement #2017-6 with Alpine Watershed Group to Help Fund the Upper Carson 
River Watershed Programs. 
 
DISCUSSION: Agreement #2017-6 with the Alpine Watershed Group is to provide 
funding for various projects in the upper Carson River Watershed.  The total agreement 
amount is $20,000 which was approved in the FY 2017-18 budget (see attached draft 
Agreement). 
       
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve Agreement #2017-6 with Alpine Watershed 
Group to Help Fund the Upper Carson River Watershed Programs. 
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AGREEMENT #2017-6 
 

AGREEMENT 
 

Addressing Funding from Carson Water Subconservancy District to Alpine 
Watershed Group to Help Fund the Upper Carson River Watershed Programs  

 
THIS AGREEMENT is entered into this ___ day of ___________, 2017, and between ALPINE 

WATERSHED GROUP, a non-profit association (hereinafter "AWG"), and the CARSON WATER 

SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT, a political subdivision organized under Nevada Revised Statutes 

Chapter 541 (hereinafter “CWSD”).   

WITNESSETH: 

 WHEREAS, AWG is a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization; and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD is a water subconservancy district created and organized under the 

provisions of Chapter 541 of NRS; and 

 WHEREAS, AWG desires to conduct several projects in the Upper Carson River watershed; 

and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD has agreed to set aside $20,000.00 for the fiscal year 2017-18 beginning 

July 1, 2017, and to grant to AWG said amount in order to provide matching funds for the Upper 

Carson River watershed programs as set forth in Exhibit “A”,   

  NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of the mutual covenants 

herein contained, it is mutually agreed by and between the parties as follows: 

1. CWSD hereby grants to AWG up to $20,000.00 for the fiscal year 2017-18 beginning 

July 1, 2017, for the costs to fund part of the Upper Carson River watershed programs 

and otherwise pay for items and activities required to complete the projects identified 

and described in Exhibit “A”.   

2. AWG will submit requests for funding periodically over the fiscal year.  The request for 

funding shall be accompanied by a description of what the funds were used for and 

shall reference this Agreement.   
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3. CWSD commits to pay the approved amount of the request to AWG within four (4) 

weeks of said request. 

4. CWSD shall have no responsibility for costs exceeding $20,000.00.   

5. This Contract shall terminate June 30, 2018, at which time AWG shall have one (1) 

month thereafter to submit its final invoice for payment related to work performed under 

this Contract. 

6. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, any obligation of CWSD 

hereunder is conditioned upon CWSD's funding resources.  If for whatever reason the 

CWSD's funding resources are reduced or eliminated, CWSD reserves the right to 

terminate this Agreement immediately in writing.  CWSD will reimburse AWG for all 

costs that occurred under this Agreement up to the date the Agreement is terminated. 

7. The parties will not waive and intend to assert available liability limitations in all cases.  

Contract liability of both parties shall not be subject to punitive damages.  To the extent 

applicable, actual contract damages for any breach shall be limited by NRS 353.260 

and NRS 354.626. 

8. a. Consistent with paragraph 7 of this Contract, each party shall indemnify, hold 

harmless and defend, not excluding the others right to participate, the other party from 

and against all liability, claims, actions, damages, losses, and expenses, including, but 

not limited to, reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs, arising out of any alleged negligent 

or willful acts or omissions of the indemnifying party, its officers, employees and 

agents.  Such obligation shall not be construed to negate, abridge, or otherwise reduce 

any other right or obligation of indemnity which would otherwise exist as to any party or 

person described in this paragraph. 

b. The indemnification obligation under this paragraph is conditioned upon receipt 

of written notice by the indemnifying party within thirty (30) days of the indemnified 

party’s accrual notice of any actual or pending claim or cause of action.  The 
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indemnifying party shall not be liable for any attorneys’ fees and costs incurred under 

the indemnified party’s chosen right to participate with legal counsel.   

9. For notice purposes, the address of each party is as follows: 

ALPINE WATERSHED GROUP CWSD 
Attn:  Sarah Green   Attn:  Edwin D. James 
Executive Director   General Manager 
P.O. Box 296    777 E. Williams, Suite 110A 
Markleeville, CA 96120  Carson City, NV  89701 
(530) 694-2327   (775) 887-7456 

 
10. Any dispute regarding this Agreement shall be decided according to the laws of the 

State of Nevada.  If any part of this Agreement is declared to be unlawful, the 

remaining sections shall remain in effect. 

11. This Agreement may only be amended by consent of both parties.  Any amendments 

must be in writing and executed with the same formality as this Agreement.  

12. This Agreement constitutes the entire Agreement between the parties and there are no 

representations, conditions, warranties or collateral agreements (expressed or implied), 

statutory or otherwise, with respect to this Agreement other than contained herein. 

13. The parties hereto represent and warrant that the person executing this Agreement on 

behalf of each party has full power and authority to enter into this Agreement and that 

the parties are authorized by law to engage in the cooperative action set forth herein. 

14. This Agreement becomes effective when approved by both parties.  

  

DATED:  ___________________________  DATED:  ______________________ 

       CARSON WATER  
ALPINE WATERSHED GROUP   SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
_________________________________  _______________________________ 
Sarah Green, Executive Director   Karen Abowd, Chair 
 
ATTEST:      ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Zach Wood, Secretary    Toni M. Leffler, Secretary to the Board 
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Exhibit "A" 

 
 

Alpine Watershed Group 
 

 
Specific activities for AWG's Upper Carson River watershed program include the following:   
 

Goal #1:  Access and restore the natural systems by identifying impacts to watershed systems 
and addressing these degradations with monitoring and restoration practices. 

• Annual Markleeville Creek Day 

• East Fork of the Carson Restoration Project 

• Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project 

• Hope Valley Meadow Restoration Project 

• Markleevillage Fuels Reduction Project 

• Markleeville Creek Restoration Project 
 
Goal #2:  Increase community awareness and participation for watershed stewardship by 
educating community members and visitors about the values of our natural resources.   

• Annual Aspen Festival 

• Earth Day Work Day at Grover Hot Springs State Park 
 
Goal #3:  Build the capacity of the Alpine Watershed Group by partnering with natural resource 
agencies and community organizations and collaborating with regional land managers, local 
resource specialists, and diverse community organizations in order to identify watershed 
needs and develop a community response. 



AGENDA ITEM #15



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #15 - Discussion for possible action regarding approval 
Addendum to Interlocal Contract #2016-9 with Carson Valley Conservation District for 
Clearing and Snagging and Vegetation Management Along the Carson River through 
Carson Valley and Carson City.  (For Possible Action) 
 
DISCUSSION: Due to various delays, Carson Valley Conservation District (CVCD) was 
not able to complete all their planned 2016-17 projects and has requested an extension 
of time and carry over of funds for Agreement #2016-9 (see attached letter).  Agreement 
#2016-9 with CVCD is to help fund CVCD's effort to remove dead vegetation and debris 
restricting channel capacity and beaver and beaver dam removal to improve water flow 
in the channel through Carson Valley and Carson City.  In the past, CWSD has given 
CVCD two separate grants:  one for the bioengineering project run by Mike Hayes and 
the second for the clearing and snagging project run by Craig Burnside.  This year, it 
was decided that CWSD would make one grant to CVCD and give CVCD discretion over 
where to best use the funds rather than to specify which areas were to be addressed in 
the Agreement.  This addendum will carry over unused funds from Agreement #2016-9 
and includes an additional $80,000 which was approved in the FY 2017-18 budget (see 
attached draft Contract). 
       
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve the Addendum to Interlocal Contract #2016-9 
with Carson Valley Conservation District for Clearing and Snagging on the Carson River 
through Carson Valley and Carson City. 
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ADDENDUM TO INTERLOCAL CONTRACT #2016-9 
 

Addressing Funding From Subconservancy District 
To Carson Valley Conservation District 

For Clearing and Snagging Projects 
Along the Carson River in Carson Valley and Carson City 

  

 WHEREAS, ON June 15, 2016, CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY 

DISTRICT (hereinafter referred to as “CWSD”) and CARSON VALLEY 

CONSERVATION DISTRICT (hereinafter referred to as “DISTRICT”) entered into 

Interlocal Contract #2016-9 addressing Clearing and Snagging and Vegetation 

Management Along the Carson River in Carson Valley and Carson City; and  

 WHEREAS, it has been determined that Interlocal Contract #2016-9 needs to be 

extended for an additional two years, through fiscal year 2018-19, with a carryover of 

unused funds from fiscal year 2016-17; and 

 WHEREAS, DISTRICT has requested an additional $80,000.00 funding for 

various clearing and snagging projects along the Carson River in Carson Valley and 

Carson City; and 

 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of the mutual 

covenants herein contained, it is mutually agreed by and between the parties as follow:  

1. Interlocal Contract #2016-9 shall be extended two years and shall 

terminate on June 30, 2019, with a carryover of unused funds from fiscal 

year 2016-17. 

2. An additional $80,000.00 for various clearing and snagging projects along 

the Carson River in Carson Valley.  

/ / / / / 

/ / / / / 

/ / / / / 

/ / / / / 
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3. All other terms of Interlocal Contract #2016-9 shall remain in full force and 

effect. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Contract on the day 

and year first written above.   
 

DATED: ________________________  DATED: ________________________ 
 
CARSON VALLEY     CARSON WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT   SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
James Settelmeyer, Chairperson   Karen Abowd, Chairperson 
 
ATTEST:      ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
J.B. Lekumberry, Secretary   Toni M. Leffler, Secretary to the Board 

 



AGENDA ITEM #16



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #16 - Discussion for possible action regarding approval of 
the Third Addendum to Interlocal Contract #2014-8 with Dayton Valley Conservation 
District for Middle Carson River Clearing, Snagging, and Maintenance Projects. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Due to various delays, Dayton Valley Conservation District (DVCD) was 
not able to complete all their planned FY 2016-17 projects and has requested that funds 
be carried over into the FY 2017-18 budget (see attached letter).  This addendum will 
carry over unused funds from the Second Addendum to Interlocal Contract #2014-8 and 
includes an additional $75,000.  Due to the high river flows, it is possible DVCD will not 
be able to get their project completed until FY 2018-19.  (see attached draft 
Agreement). 
       
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve the Third Addendum Interlocal Contract 
#2014-8 with Dayton Valley Conservation District for a Middle Carson River Clearing, 
Snagging, and Maintenance Projects. 
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THIRD ADDENDUM TO REVISED INTERLOCAL CONTRACT #2014-8 
Addressing Funding From  

Carson Water Subconservancy District 
to Dayton Valley Conservation District 

to Perform Work on  
the Middle Carson River Restoration Projects 

 
 

 WHEREAS, on July 29, 2014, the CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY 

DISTRICT (hereinafter referred to "CWSD") and DAYTON VALLEY CONSERVATION 

DISTRICT (hereinafter referred to as "DISTRICT") entered into an Interlocal Contract 

(hereinafter "Interlocal Contract #2014-8") addressing funding from CWSD to DISTRICT 

('the Project"); and 

 WHEREAS, on June 30, 2015, Interlocal Contract #2014-8 was extended 

through fiscal year 2015-16, with a carryover of unused funds from fiscal year 2014-15; 

and  

 WHEREAS, on June 28, 2016, Interlocal Contract #2014-8 was extended for a 

second time through fiscal year 2016-17, with a carryover of unused funds from fiscal 

year 2015-16; and  

WHEREAS, it has been determined that Interlocal Contract #2014-8 needs to be 

extended for an additional two years, through fiscal year 2018-19, with a carryover of 

unused funds from fiscal year 2016-17; and 

 WHEREAS, the District has requested an additional $75,000.00 to be added to 

the carryover funds. 

 NOW, THEREFORE IT IS AGREED: 

1. Interlocal Contract #2014-8 shall be extended two years and shall 

terminate June 30, 2019, with a carryover of unused funds from fiscal year 

2016-17. 
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2. An additional $75,000.00 will be provided to the District for fiscal year 

2017-18.   

3. All other terms of Interlocal Contract #2014-8 shall remain in full force and 

effect.  

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Addendum on the day 

and year written below.   

 

DATE____________________   DATE________________________ 

 
DAYTON VALLEY     CARSON WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT   SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
 
_________________________   _____________________________ 
Chuck Roberts, Chairperson   Karen Abowd, Chairperson 
  
ATTEST:      ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_________________________   ______________________________ 
Joe Ricci, Secretary/Treasurer   Toni M. Leffler, Secretary to the Board 
 



AGENDA ITEM #17



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #17 - Discussion for possible action regarding approval of 
Interlocal Contract #2017-9 with Dayton Valley Conservation District for Noxious 
Weed Control in Storey County. 
 
DISCUSSION: Interlocal Contract #2017-9 with Dayton Valley Conservation District 
(DVCD) is to help Storey County control noxious weeds to decrease the weed seed load 
coming into Lyon County.  The total agreement amount is $2,000 which was approved 
in the FY 2017-18 budget (see attached draft Agreement). 
       
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve Interlocal Contract #2017-9 with Dayton Valley 
Conservation District for Noxious Weed Control in Storey County. 
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CONTRACT #2017-9 
 

INTERLOCAL CONTRACT 
 

Addressing Funding from Carson Water Subconservancy District 
to Dayton Valley Conservation District to Perform Work 

on Noxious Weeds Abatement in Storey County 
 
 

 THIS CONTRACT dated this ____ day of __________, 2017, is entered into by and 

between DAYTON VALLEY CONSERVATION DISTRICT, a political subdivision of the 

State of Nevada (hereinafter "DISTRICT") and the CARSON WATER 

SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT, a political subdivision of the State of Nevada 

(hereinafter "CWSD").   

WITNESSETH: 

 WHEREAS, DISTRICT is a governmental subdivision of the State of Nevada a 

public body corporate and politic, organized in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 

548 of the Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS); and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD is a water subconservancy district created and organized under 

the provisions of Chapter 541 of NRS; and 

 WHEREAS, this Contract is entered into under the provisions of NRS 277.180 and 

accordingly must be ratified by appropriate official action of the governing body of each 

party as a condition precedent to its entry into force; and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD and DISTRICT each possess common objectives and 

responsibilities with regard to the Carson River; and  

 WHEREAS, DISTRICT has requested $2,000.00 funding to assist Storey County 

with noxious weed abatement in the Carson River drainage for during fiscal year 2017-18 

as described in Exhibit "A." 

 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of the mutual covenants 

herein contained, it is mutually agreed by and between the parties as follow:  
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 1. CWSD hereby grants to DISTRICT $2,000.00 for the costs to assist Storey 

County with noxious weed abatement in the Carson River drainage and 

otherwise pay for items and activities identified and described in Exhibit "A".  

 2. DISTRICT will submit requests for funding periodically over the fiscal year.  

The request for funding shall be accompanied by a description of what the 

funds will be used for and shall reference this Contract.  

 3. CWSD commits to pay the approved amount of the request to DISTRICT 

within four (4) weeks of said request. 

4. CWSD shall have no responsibility for costs exceeding $2,000.00.   

5. This Contract shall terminate June 30, 2018, at which time DISTRICT shall 

have one (1) month thereafter to submit its final invoice for payment related 

to work performed under this Contract. 

6. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, any obligation of 

CWSD hereunder is conditioned upon CWSD's funding resources.  If for 

whatever reason the CWSD's funding resources are reduced or eliminated, 

CWSD reserves the right to terminate this Agreement immediately in writing. 

 CWSD will reimburse DISTRICT for all costs that occurred under this 

Agreement up to the date the Agreement is terminated. 

7. The parties will not waive and intend to assert available NRS chapter 41 

liability limitations in all cases.  Contract liability of both parties shall not be 

subject to punitive damages.  To the extent applicable, actual contract 

damages for any breach shall be limited by NRS 353.260 and NRS 354.626. 

8. a.  Consistent with paragraph 7 of this Contract, each party shall indemnify, 

hold harmless and defend, not excluding the others right to participate, the 

other party from and against all liability, claims, actions, damages, losses, 

and expenses, including, but not limited to, reasonable attorneys’ fees and 
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costs, arising out of any alleged negligent or willful acts or omissions of the 

indemnifying party, its officers, employees and agents.  Such obligation shall 

not be construed to negate, abridge, or otherwise reduce any other right or 

obligation of indemnity which would otherwise exist as to any party or person 

described in this paragraph. 

b.  The indemnification obligation under this paragraph is conditioned upon 

receipt of written notice by the indemnifying party within thirty (30) days of 

the indemnified party’s accrual notice of any actual or pending claim or 

cause of action.  The indemnifying party shall not be liable for any attorneys’ 

fees and costs incurred under the indemnified party’s chosen right to 

participate with legal counsel. 

9. For invoicing and notice purposes, the address of each party is as follows: 
 

   DISTRICT     CWSD 
   Attn.: Robert Holley    Attn.: Edwin James 
   District Manager    General Manager 
   P.O. Box 1807    777 E. William St., #110A 
   Dayton, NV  89403    Carson City, NV 89701 
   (775) 246-1999    (775) 887-7456 
 

10. This Contract shall be by and between the parties hereto and shall not be 

assignable or transferable.   

11. Any dispute regarding this Contract shall be decided according to the laws of 

the State of Nevada.  If any part of this Contract is declared to be unlawful, 

any remaining obligations shall be deemed terminated.  

12. This Contract may only be amended by consent of both parties.  Any 

amendments must be written and executed with the same formality as this 

Contract.   
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13. This Contract constitutes the entire understanding between the parties and 

there are no representations, conditions, warranties or collateral agreements 

(expressed or implied), statutory or otherwise, with respect to the subject of 

this Contract. 

14. Notwithstanding this Contract is initially executed by the District Manager of 

the DISTRICT and General Manager of CWSD, this Contract becomes 

effective when ratified by appropriate official action of the governing body of 

each party, and shall be deemed dated as of the later date of said official 

action. 

15. The parties hereto represent and warrant that the person executing this 

Contract on behalf of each party has full power and authority to enter into 

this Contract and that the parties are authorized by law to engage in  

16. This Contract shall be entered into with duplicate originals, realizing that 

each entity, by necessity, must approve and execute the subject document 

at different dates, times and places. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Contract on the day and 

year first written above.   
 

DATED: ________________________  DATED: ________________________ 
 
DAYTON VALLEY     CARSON WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT   SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Chuck Roberts, Chairperson   Karen Abowd, Chairperson 
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ATTEST:      ATTEST: 
 

 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Joe Ricci, Secretary/Treasurer   Toni M. Leffler, Secretary to the Board 
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Exhibit "A" 
 
 

Dayton Valley Conservation District 
Noxious Weed Abatement Program in Storey County 

 
 

The DVCD will treat noxious weeds in the portion of Storey County located in the Carson 
River watershed.  The treatment areas include Six- and Seven-Mile Canyons, Virginia City, 
Gold Hill, Gold Creek, and American Flat, with particular focus on perennial pepperweed, 
hoary cress, and other riparian noxious weeds.  The goal and benefit of the project is to 
reduce the noxious weed seed load arriving in the Dayton Valley from Storey County, 
along with improvement of riparian area habitat and increased surface water quality. 



AGENDA ITEM #18



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #18 - Discussion for possible action regarding approval of 
Interlocal Contract #2017-10 with Lahontan Conservation District for Channel Clearing 
and Snagging Along the Carson River in Churchill County. 
 
DISCUSSION: Agreement #2017-10 with Lahontan Conservation District (LCD) is to 
help fund LCD's effort to create a river channel that is clear of obstruction and provide for 
free flow at natural choke points.  This Contract combines two LCD funding requests, 
giving LCD discretion over the use of the combined total of $30,000 which was approved 
in the FY 2017-18 budget (see attached draft Contract). 
       
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve Interlocal Contract #2017-10 with Lahontan 
Conservation District for Channel Clearing and Snagging Along the Carson River in 
Churchill County. 
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CONTRACT #2017-10 
 

INTERLOCAL CONTRACT 
 

Addressing Funding from Subconservancy District 
to Lahontan Conservation District for Channel Clearing and Snagging 

Along the Carson River in Churchill County 
  

 THIS CONTRACT dated this ____ day of __________, 2017, is entered into by and 

between LAHONTAN CONSERVATION DISTRICT, a political subdivision of the State of 

Nevada (hereinafter "LCD") and the CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT, a 

political subdivision of the State of Nevada (hereinafter "CWSD").   

WITNESSETH: 

 WHEREAS, LCD is a governmental subdivision of the State of Nevada a public body 

corporate and politic, organized in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 548 of the Nevada 

Revised Statutes (NRS); and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD is a water subconservancy district created and organized under the 

provisions of Chapter 541 of NRS; and 

 WHEREAS, this Contract is entered into under the provisions of NRS 277.180 and 

accordingly must be ratified by appropriate official action of the governing body of each party as 

a condition precedent to its entry into force; and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD and LCD each possess common objectives and responsibilities with 

regard to the Carson River; and  

 WHEREAS, LCD has requested funding to perform work during fiscal year 2017-18 on 

channel clearing and snagging projects along the Carson River in Churchill County; and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD has agreed to set aside $30,000.00 for the fiscal year beginning 

July 1, 2017, and to grant LCD said amount in order to assist with the clearing and snagging 

projects. 
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NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of the mutual covenants herein 

contained, it is mutually agreed by and between the parties as follow:  

1. CWSD hereby grants to LCD up to $30,000.00 for the costs to conduct channel 

clearing and snagging projects along the Carson River in Churchill County.  

2. LCD will submit requests for funding periodically over the fiscal year.  The request 

for funding shall be accompanied by a description of what the funds will be used 

for and shall reference this Contract.  

3. CWSD commits to pay the approved amount of the request to LCD within four (4) 

weeks of said request. 

4. CWSD shall have no responsibility for costs exceeding $30,000.00.  

5. This Contract shall terminate June 30, 2018, at which time LCD shall have one (1) 

month thereafter to submit its final invoice for payment related to work performed 

under this Contract. 

6. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, any obligation of CWSD 

hereunder is conditioned upon CWSD's funding resources.  If for whatever reason 

the CWSD's funding resources are reduced or eliminated, CWSD reserves the 

right to terminate this Agreement immediately in writing.  CWSD will reimburse 

LCD for all costs that occurred under this Agreement up to the date the 

Agreement is terminated. 

7. The parties will not waive and intend to assert available NRS chapter 41 liability 

limitations in all cases.  Contract liability of both parties shall not be subject to 

punitive damages.  To the extent applicable, actual contract damages for any 

breach shall be limited by NRS 353.260 and NRS 354.626. 

8. a.  Consistent with paragraph 7 of this Contract, each party shall indemnify, hold 

harmless and defend, not excluding the others right to participate, the other party 

from and against all liability, claims, actions, damages, losses, and expenses, 
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including, but not limited to, reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs, arising out of 

any alleged negligent or willful acts or omissions of the indemnifying party, its 

officers, employees and agents.  Such obligation shall not be construed to negate, 

abridge, or otherwise reduce any other right or obligation of indemnity which would 

otherwise exist as to any party or person described in this paragraph. 

b.  The indemnification obligation under this paragraph is conditioned upon receipt 

of written notice by the indemnifying party within thirty (30) days of the indemnified 

party’s accrual notice of any actual or pending claim or cause of action.  The 

indemnifying party shall not be liable to hold harmless any attorneys’ fees and 

costs for the indemnified party’s chosen right to participate with legal counsel. 

9. For invoicing and notice purposes, the address of each party is as follows: 
 
   LCD      CWSD 
   Attn.: Jackie Bogdanowicz   Attn.: Edwin James 
   Conservation Specialist   General Manager 
   111 Sheckler Rd.    777 E. William St., #110 
   Fallon, NV 89406    Carson City, NV 89706 
   (775) 423-5124    (775) 887-7456 
 

10. This Contract shall be by and between the parties hereto and shall not be 

assignable or transferable.   

11. Any dispute regarding this Contract shall be decided according to the laws of the 

State of Nevada.  If any part of this Contract is declared to be unlawful, any 

remaining obligations shall be deemed terminated.  

12. This Contract may only be amended by consent of both parties.  Any amendments 

must be written and executed with the same formality as this Contract.   

13. This Contract constitutes the entire understanding between the parties and there 

are no representations, conditions, warranties or collateral agreements (expressed 

or implied), statutory or otherwise, with respect to the subject of this Contract. 
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14. Notwithstanding this Contract is initially executed by the Coordinator of the LCD 

and General Manager of CWSD, this Contract becomes effective when ratified by 

appropriate official action of the governing body of each party, and shall be 

deemed dated as of the later date of said official action. 

15. The parties hereto represent and warrant that the person executing this Contract 

on behalf of each party has full power and authority to enter into this Contract and 

that the parties are authorized by law to engage in cooperative action set forth 

herein. 

16. This Contract shall be entered into with duplicate originals, realizing that each 

entity, by necessity, must approve and execute the subject document at different 

dates, times and places. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Contract on the day and year 

first written above.   

DATED: _____________________  DATED: ______________________ 
 
LAHONTAN      CARSON WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT   SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
____________________________  _____________________________ 
Bill Washburn, Chairperson   Karen Abowd, Chairperson 
  
 
ATTEST:      ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________  _____________________________ 
Morena Heser     Toni M. Leffler  
Secretary/Treasurer     Secretary to the Board 



AGENDA ITEM #19



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #19 - Discussion for possible action regarding approval of 
the 2017 Addendum to Interlocal Contract #2016-3 with Carson City for Golden Eagle 
Lane Erosion Control Project. (For Possible Action) 
 
DISCUSSION: Due to various delays, Carson City was not able to complete the Golden 
Eagle Lane Erosion Control Project during FY 2016-17 and has requested an extension 
of time on Interlocal Contract #2016-3 and a carryover of funds from FY 2016-17 (see 
attached letter and draft Contract Addendum).  
       
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve the 2017 Addendum to Interlocal Contract 
#2016-3 with Carson City for Golden Eagle Lane Erosion Control Project. 





   

2017 ADDENDUM TO INTERLOCAL CONTRACT #2016-3 
Addressing Funding From Carson Water Subconservancy District 

to Carson City for Golden Eagle Lane Erosion Control Project 
 
 WHEREAS, on July 21, 2016, the CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY 

DISTRICT (hereinafter referred to "CWSD") and CARSON CITY entered into an Interlocal 

Contract (hereinafter "Interlocal Contract #2016-3") addressing funding from CWSD to 

DISTRICT ('the Project"); and 

 WHEREAS, it has been determined that Interlocal Contract #2016-3 needs to be 

extended for an additional year; through fiscal year 2017-18, with a carryover of funds from 

fiscal year 2016-17. 

 NOW, THEREFORE IT IS AGREED: 

 1. Interlocal Contract #2016-3 shall be extended one year and shall terminate 

June 30, 2018, with a carryover of unused funds from fiscal year 2016-17. 

 2. All other terms of Interlocal Contract #2016-3 shall remain in full force and 

effect.  

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Addendum on the day and 

year written below.   

 

DATE____________________   DATE_________________________ 

 
CARSON CITY     CARSON WATER 
       SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
_________________________   ______________________________ 
Robert L. Crowell, Mayor    Karen Abowd, Chairman 
  
 
ATTEST:      ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________   ______________________________ 
Susan Merriwether, Clerk-Recorder  Toni M. Leffler, Secretary to the Board 



AGENDA ITEM #20



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #20 - Discussion for possible action regarding approval of 
an Agreement #2017-11 with Sierra Nevada Journeys to Help Fund Four "Family 
Watershed Nights." 
 
DISCUSSION: Agreement #2017-11 with Sierra Nevada Journeys will help fund four 
"Family Watershed Night" education programs.  The total agreement amount is $3,000 
which was approved in the FY 2017-18 budget (see attached draft Agreement). 
       
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve Agreement #2017-11 with Sierra Nevada 
Journeys to Help Fund Four "Family Watershed Nights." 
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AGREEMENT #2017-11 

AGREEMENT 

 

Addressing Funding from Carson Water Subconservancy District 

to Sierra Nevada Journeys 

 to Conduct "Family Watershed Nights" 

for Carson River Watershed Communities 

  
 THIS AGREEMENT dated this ____ day of __________, 2017, is entered into by 

and between Sierra Nevada Journeys, a non-profit association (hereinafter "SNJ") and the 

CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT, a political subdivision of the State of 

Nevada (hereinafter "CWSD").   

WITNESSETH: 

 WHEREAS, SNJ is a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization; and 

 WHEREAS, SNJ has organized a program of four community-building and 

educational events called "Family Watershed Nights" for Carson River Watershed 

communities, which is described in Exhibit "A" attached hereto and incorporated herein by 

reference; and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD is a water subconservancy district created and organized under 

the provisions of Chapter 541 of NRS; and 

 WHEREAS, this Agreement must be ratified by appropriate official action of the 

governing body of each party as a condition precedent to its entry into force; and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD and SNJ each possess common objectives and responsibilities 

with regard to the Carson River; and 

 WHEREAS, SNJ has requested funding to conduct four "Family Watershed Nights" 

for Carson River Watershed communities during fiscal year 2017-18; and 
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 WHEREAS, CWSD has agreed to help cover the costs of this program in an 

amount not to exceed $3,000.00.  

 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of the mutual covenants 

herein contained, it is mutually agreed by and between the parties as follow:   

1. CWSD shall reimburse SNJ for the costs to conduct four "Family Watershed 

Nights" for Carson River Watershed communities as described in Exhibit "A." 

2. The maximum amount of funds available under this agreement will not 

exceed $3,000.00. 

3. This Agreement shall terminate June 30, 2018, at which time SNJ shall have 

one (1) month thereafter to submit its final invoice for payment related to 

work performed under this Agreement.  If all funds are expended earlier, this 

Agreement may be terminated sooner by written notice from the grantor, 

CWSD.  

4. The parties will not waive and intend to assert available NRS Chapter 41 

liability limitations in all cases.  Contract liability of both parties shall not be 

subject to punitive damages.  To the extent applicable, actual contract 

damages for any breach shall be limited by NRS 353.260 and NRS 354.626. 

5. a.  Consistent with paragraph 4 of this Contract, each party shall indemnify, 

hold harmless and defend, not excluding the others right to participate, the 

other party from and against all liability, claims, actions, damages, losses, 

and expenses, including, but not limited to, reasonable attorney’s fees and 

costs, arising out of any alleged negligent or willful acts or omissions of the 

indemnifying party, its officers, employees and agents.  Such obligation shall 

not be construed to negate, abridge, or otherwise reduce any other right or 



 

Page 3 of 5 
AGREEMENT #2017-11  

 

obligation of indemnity which would otherwise exist as to any party or person 

described in this paragraph. 

 b.  The indemnification obligation under this paragraph is conditioned upon 

receipt of written notice by the indemnifying party within thirty (30) days of 

the indemnified party’s accrual notice of any actual or pending claim or 

cause of action.  The indemnifying party shall not be liable for any attorneys’ 

fees and costs incurred under the indemnified party’s chosen right to 

participate with legal counsel. 

6. For invoicing and notice purposes, the address of each party is as follows: 

  Sierra Nevada Journeys   CWSD 
  Attn.: Karen Senger    Attn.: Edwin James 
  Director of Development   General Manager 
  190 E. Liberty St.    777 E. William St., Ste. 110A 
  Reno, NV  89501    Carson City, NV 89701 
  (775) 355-1688    (775) 887-7456 
 

7. This Agreement shall be by and between the parties hereto and shall not be 

assignable or transferable.   

8. Any dispute regarding this Agreement shall be decided according to the laws 

of the State of Nevada.  If any part of this Agreement is declared to be 

unlawful, any remaining obligations shall be deemed terminated.  

9. This Agreement may only be amended by consent of both parties.  Any 

amendments must be written and executed with the same formality as this 

Agreement.   

10. This Agreement, including Exhibit "A", constitutes the entire understanding 

between the parties and there are no representations, conditions, warranties 

or collateral agreements (expressed or implied), statutory or otherwise, with 

respect to the subject of this Agreement. 
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11. This Agreement becomes effective when ratified by appropriate official 

action of the governing body of each party, and shall be deemed dated as of 

the later date of said official action. 

12. The parties hereto represent and warrant that the person executing this 

Agreement on behalf of each party has full power and authority to enter into 

this Agreement and that the parties are authorized by law to engage in 

cooperative action set forth herein.   

13. This Agreement shall be entered into with duplicate originals, realizing that 

each entity, by necessity, must approve and execute the subject document 

at different dates, times and places. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement on the day 

and year first written above.   

DATED: _____________________  DATED: ______________________ 

       CARSON WATER 
SIERRA NEVADA JOURNEYS   SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
____________________________  ________________________________ 
Eaton Dunkelberger, CEO    Karen Abowd, Chairman 
 
 
ATTEST:      ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________  __________________________________ 
Marilynn Cebe, Secretary    Toni M. Leffler, Secretary to the Board 
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EXHIBIT "A" 

 

Sierra Nevada Journeys 

"Family Watershed Nights" 

for Carson River Watershed Communities 
 
 

The program will serve over 400 children and their parents in communities within the 
Carson River Watershed with four community-building and educational events called 
"Family Watershed Nights."  Family Watershed Nights invite K-6 students, their parents, 
and siblings to attend a fun, family-friendly evening which provides watershed education at 
the family level and reinforces STEM concepts learned in the classroom.  Through hands-
on activities, participants will gain a sense of ownership and stewardship for the health of 
their community watershed. 

 



AGENDA ITEM #21



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT:  Agenda Item #21 - Discussion for possible action regarding approval of 
Interlocal Contract #2017-12 with Lyon County to Assist with the Cost of USGS 
Maintenance of the River Gauge in Dayton (#10311750).  (For Possible Action)  
 
DISCUSSION: Interlocal Contract #2017-12 with Lyon County is to help with the costs 
for the USGS to maintain the stream flow gage downstream of Dayton.  The funding for 
maintenance of this gage will come from Lyon County and CWSD.  The total contract 
amount is $5,375.00 which was approved in the FY 2017-18 budget (see attached draft 
Contract). 
       
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve Interlocal Contract #2017-12 with Lyon County 
to Assist with the Cost of USGS Maintenance of the River Gauge in Dayton 
(#10311750).  
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CONTRACT #2017-12 
 

INTERLOCAL CONTRACT 
 

Addressing Funding from Subconservancy District 
to Lyon County to Assist with the Cost of  

USGS Maintenance of the River Gauge in Dayton (#10311750) 
  
 THIS CONTRACT dated this ____ day of __________, 2017, is entered into by 

and between LYON COUNTY, a political subdivision of the State of Nevada and the 

CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT, a political subdivision of the State 

of Nevada (hereinafter "CWSD").   

WITNESSETH: 

 WHEREAS, LYON COUNTY is a governmental subdivision of the State of 

Nevada and therefore a public agency under NRS 277.100; and  

 WHEREAS, CWSD is a water subconservancy district created and organized 

under the provisions of Chapter 541 of NRS; and 

 WHEREAS, this Contract is entered into under the provisions of the NRS 

277.180 and accordingly must be ratified by appropriate official action of the governing 

body of each party as a condition precedent to its entry into force; and 

 WHEREAS, in 2015, LYON COUNTY worked collaboratively with Vidler Water 

and USGS to identify an appropriate location and install a water gauge near the Rolling 

A Induction Well 20, more particularly described in Exhibit "A", attached hereto and 

incorporated herein by reference; and 

 WHEREAS, LYON COUNTY has requested $5,375.00 in assistance from 

CWSD to cover USGS maintenance costs for the river gauge (#10311750) in Dayton. 
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 WHEREAS, CWSD has agreed to provide $5,375.00 in FY 2017-18 toward the 

USGS maintenance costs of the river gauge in Dayton described in Exhibit "A."  

 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of the mutual 

covenants herein contained, it is mutually agreed by and between the parties as follow:  

1. CWSD hereby agrees to reimburse LYON COUNTY up to $5,375.00 for 

the costs associated with USGS maintenance costs for the river gauge 

(#10311750) in Dayton, which is described in Exhibit "A “. 

 2. LYON COUNTY agrees to periodically submit reimbursement requests 

during the duration of this contract.  The request for funding shall be 

accompanied by a description of what the funds were used for and shall 

reference this Contract.  

 3. CWSD further agrees to pay the approved amount of the request to LYON 

COUNTY within four (4) weeks of said request. 

 4. CWSD shall have no responsibility for costs exceeding $5,375.00. 

 5. LYON COUNTY further agrees to be responsible for all costs exceeding 

$5,375.00. 

 6. This Contract shall terminate June 30, 2018, at which time LYON 

COUNTY shall have one (1) month thereafter to submit its invoice to 

CWSD for payment related to work performed under this Contract. 

 7. The parties will not waive and intend to assert available NRS Chapter 41 

liability limitations in all cases.  Contract liability of both parties shall not be 

subject to punitive damages.  To the extent applicable, actual contract 
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damages for any breach shall be limited by NRS 353.260 and NRS 

354.626. 

 8. a.  Consistent with paragraph 7 of this Contract, each party shall 

indemnify, hold harmless and defend, not excluding the others right to 

participate, the other party from and against all liability, claims, actions, 

damages, losses, and expenses, including, but not limited to, reasonable 

attorney’s fees and costs, arising out of any alleged negligent or willful 

acts or omissions of the indemnifying party, its officers, employees and 

agents.  Such obligation shall not be construed to negate, abridge, or 

otherwise reduce any other right or obligation of indemnity which would 

otherwise exist as to any party or person described in this paragraph. 

  b.  The indemnification obligation under this provision is conditioned upon 

receipt of written notice by the indemnifying party within thirty (30) days of 

the indemnified party’s accrual notice of any actual or pending claim or 

cause of action.  The indemnifying party shall not be liable for any 

attorneys’ fees and costs incurred during the indemnified party’s chosen 

right to participate with legal counsel. 

 9. For invoicing and notice purposes, the address of each party is as follows: 

   LYON COUNTY   CWSD 
   Mike Workman   Edwin James  
   Utilities Director   General Manager 
   PO Box 1699    777 E. William St., #110 
   Dayton, NV  89403   Carson City, NV 89701 
   (775) 246-6220 x-3   (775) 887-7456 
 
 10. This Contract shall be by and between the parties hereto and shall not be 

assignable or transferable.   
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 11. Any dispute regarding this Contract shall be decided according to the laws 

of the State of Nevada, with venue for any dispute being Carson City 

District Court.  If any part of this Contract is declared to be unlawful, any 

remaining obligations shall be deemed terminated.  

 12. This Contract may only be amended by consent of both parties.  Any 

amendments must be written and executed with the same formality as this 

Contract.   

 13. This Contract constitutes the entire understanding between the parties 

and there are no representations, conditions, warranties or collateral 

agreements (expressed or implied), statutory or otherwise, with respect to 

the subject of this Contract. 

 14. The parties hereto represent and warrant that the person executing this 

Contract on behalf of each party has full power and authority to enter into 

this Contract and that the parties are authorized by law to engage in 

cooperative action set forth herein. 

 15. This Contract shall be entered into with duplicate originals, realizing that 

each entity, by necessity, must approve and execute the subject 

document at different dates, times, and places. 

 
DATED: ______________________  DATED: ______________________ 
 
LYON COUNTY     CARSON WATER 
       SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Jeff Page, County Manager   Karen Abowd, Chairman 
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ATTEST:      ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________  _____________________________ 
Nikki Bryan, Clerk/Treasurer   Toni M. Leffler, Secretary to the Board 
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Exhibit "A" 
 

Lyon County 
Assist with the Cost of USGS Maintenance of a 

New River Gauge in Dayton (#10311750) 
 
 
In 2015, Lyon County Utilities Department (LCUD) staff worked collaboratively with 
Vidler Water and the USGS to identify an appropriate location for a second USGS 
gauging station in the Dayton area.  A site near the LCUD Rolling A Induction Well 20 
was found.  The gauge (#10311750) was installed and has been reporting since 
January 30, 2016.  It is currently in the calibration phase of the state up process.  The 
gauge location/ address is Dayton - Carson River Segment 7B - above Six Mile Canyon 
Creek - below LCUD's Induction Well 20. 
 
This new gauge is in a location that will not be effected by irrigation diversions or any 
other activity.  The new gauge is designed to measure not only higher flows but also 
medium to low flows.  This will be beneficial for the refinement of the operation of 
LCUD's seasonal Conjunctive Use Plan.  Having accurate medium to low flow 
measurements will allow LCUD to better manage seasonal municipal surface water 
rights pumping and will also benefit the Federal Water Master and Nevada Division of 
Water Resources staff in their efforts to manage their respective programs. 
 



AGENDA ITEM #22



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #22 - Discussion and possible action regarding an update 
on the June 6-7, 2017, "Get on the Bus" Watershed Tour.  (Presentation Only) 
 
DISCUSSION: On June 6-7, 2017, CWSD held another successful “Get on the Bus” 
tour.  We had over 45 people participate and over 32 different speakers.  Staff will give 
a brief overview of the two-day tour.  Attached is the “Get on the Bus” itinerary. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Receive and file. 
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CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #23 - Discussion and possible action regarding prioritizing 
future integrated watershed projects. (For Possible Action) 
 
DISCUSSION: At the Board meeting on May 17, 2017, Steve Lewis with UNCE assisted 
the Board with the Strategic Planning process.  One item that the Board discussed was 
future integrated watershed projects.  Due to time limitations, the Board was not able to 
discuss in detail what future integrated watershed projects were the most important to 
the Board.  Attached is a list of future integrated watershed projects that staff has 
identified.  Staff is requesting that the Board review the list, provide any additional 
projects to the list, and prioritize the items on the list.  From this prioritization and the 
other information gathered at the May Board meeting staff will prepared a draft five-year 
budget proposal that will be reviewed by the Finance Committee and then presented to 
the full board.       
 
For clarification, the future integrated watershed projects are activities that CWSD is not 
currently pursuing or funding.  This also does not include projects that are funded 
through the Floodplain Management Fund, such as flood planning or flood repairs, or the 
Acquisition/Construction Fund for regional water system projects. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Provide information on the proposed future integrated 
watershed projects.  
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CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #24 - Discussion and possible action regarding an update 
on repairs to the various diversions/grade control structures along the Carson River. (For 
Possible Action) 
 
DISCUSSION: On May 30, 2017, CWSD staff met with representatives from Nevada 
State Lands, Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS), Farm Service Agency 
(FSA), and Carson Valley Conservation District (CVCD).  The purpose of the meeting 
was to discuss what assistance is available for ranchers whose diversion structures 
were damaged in the January and February floods since it is very unlikely that funding 
from FEMA will be available.  At the meeting, the FSA representative indicated that the 
ranchers could apply for funding assistance through their Emergency Conservation 
Program (ECP).  The due date to apply for ECP is May 31, 2017, but the FSA has 
requested a 45-day extension to ensure that ranchers along the Carson River can apply.  
The ECP program can provide up to 75% funding assistance.  Staff hopes to have a 
meeting with the CWSD Water Supply and Flood Committee to discuss what funding 
assistance, if any, CWSD wants to apply to the repairs of the diversion/grade control 
structures.  
   
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Receive and file.  
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CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #25 - Discussion and possible action regarding the 2002 
voter-approved program to protect and preserve the natural resources in the State of 
Nevada, also known as Q1. (For Possible Action) 
 
DISCUSSION: On November 5, 2002, Nevada’s voters approved a conservation 
initiative referred to as Question 1 (Q1) totaling $200 million.  The $200 million was 
allocated into several different categories.  CWSD helped negotiate $10 million to be 
allocated for the Carson River Corridor.   These funds could be used to: 

• Acquire and develop land and water rights; 

• Provide recreational facilities; 

• Provide parking for and access to and along the Carson River; or 

• Restore the Carson River corridor. 
 
Currently, there is approximately $3.4 million still available for the Carson River 
Watershed.  However, the State does not have any plans to sell bonds for Carson River 
projects until 2019 or later.  Staff will be investigating if there is any possibility that 
bonds could be sold sooner.   
 
CWSD has been asked to set up a priority list when funding does become available.  
State Lands has a list of projects that they can fund.  Based on this request, staff will 
meet with all the counties, conservation districts, and other interested parties to gather a 
list of projects.  This list will then be brought forward to the CWSD Board to create a 
priority list.      
 
Recently, the Nevada legislators passed SB 198 which extends the Q1 program to 2024.   
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Receive and file.  
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CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #26 - Discussion and possible action regarding applying for 
an AmeriCorps student through the Sierra Nevada Alliance Program. (For Possible 
Action). 
  
DISCUSSION: CWSD has the opportunity to apply for an AmeriCorps employee through 
the Sierra Nevada AmeriCorps Partnership. This AmeriCorps person would help Brenda 
Hunt with the Watershed Programs, assist with watershed outreach, and help CWSD 
with its social media and web site.  CWSD would use the AmeriCorps time as match to 
the NDEP Watershed Grant.  The cost to CWSD to get this AmeriCorps person will be 
approximately $11,050.  Funding for this person would come out of Outside 
Professional Services account for Fiscal Years 2017-18 and 2018-19.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Authorize staff to pursue an AmeriCorps employee.   
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CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #27 - Discussion and possible action regarding pursuing 
NDEP grants to help fund the Integrated Watershed and Environmental Education 
Programs. (For Possible Action) 
 
DISCUSSION: CWSD currently has several grants with Nevada Division of 
Environmental Protection (NDEP) for the Carson River Coalition Integrated Watershed 
(Watershed) Program and the Environmental Education Program.  The Watershed grant 
ends December 31, 2017, and the Environmental Education grant ends June 30, 2018.  
CWSD staff is requesting permission to submit new grant applications with NDEP to help 
fund the continuation of the Watershed Program and Environmental Education Program.    
 

• Watershed/CRC Program:  In 1998, the Carson River Coalition (CRC) was 
formed to address watershed issues as part of the Integrated Watershed 
Planning Process.  Since CWSD was created by the Nevada legislators to deal 
with water issues in the Carson River Watershed, CWSD was asked to 
coordinate the CRC process.  Funding for this process has come mostly from 
NDEP and CWSD.  CWSD has been receiving funding assistance from NDEP 
since 1999.    

 

• Environmental Education Program: CWSD contracts with River Wranglers to 
conduct an environmental education program with K- 12 grade students, service 
groups, and adults.  The program provides engaging hands-on watershed 
education activities about non-point source pollution, water quality, best 
management practices, and watershed health.  In 2016, CWSD submitted a two-
year funding request from NDEP, but we were only received funding for one 
year.  CWSD gets reimbursed for its costs to administer the grant.  

  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Authorize staff to submit proposals for grants from NDEP. 



AGENDA ITEM #28 



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #28 - Discussion and possible action regarding a summary 
of the 2017 Legislative Session. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: The following is a summary of the adopted Legislative Bills that CWSD 
has been monitoring 

 
ASSEMBLY BILL NO.138 - Authorizes the de minimus collection of precipitation under 
certain circumstances.  
 
SUMMARY:  This bill allows the use of rain barrels to collect rain water off residential 
roofs.    
  
ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 154 - Revises provisions relating to prevailing wages.  
 
SUMMARY:  This bill originally was proposed to reduce the amount that projects were 
exempted from paying prevailing wages from $250,000 down to $100,000.  This 
language was removed from the bill.  
 
ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 375 - Allows the imposition of certain taxes, fees, rates, charges, 
levies or assessments in a county to fund approved flood management projects of a 
flood management authority based on the recommendations of a flood control project 
needs committee. 
 
SUMMARY:  This bill allows the Truckee River Flood Authority to set up a committee to 
evaluate ways to fund the flood project in the Truckee Meadows and to submit a 
question to the voters at the November 6, 2018, General Election asking whether any of 
the other taxes, fees, levies, or assessments recommended by the committee should be 
imposed in the county. 
 
SENATE BILL NO. 74 - Revises provisions relating to water. 
 
SUMMARY:  This bill has almost been totally rewritten.  It originally was going to 
establish an Advisory Committee on Water Planning and Drought to advise the State 
Engineer on matters relating to water planning, near- and long-term drought and drought 
resiliency.  This section was removed.   
 
The bill does change the following: 
Existing law requires each supplier of water to prepare and adopt a plan of water 
conservation, which the Water Planning Section of the Division of Water Resources of 
the State Department of Conservation and Natural Resources is charged with reviewing 
within 30 days. This bill revises the period from 30 days to 120 days.  Section 13 of the 
bill revises the provisions which must be included in a plan or a joint plan of water 
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conservation.  Section 14 of the bill eliminates the member of the Western Regional 
Water Commission who is appointed by the Chief of the Water Planning Section of the 
Division.  Section 15.5 of the bill provides for the transfer of certain revenue from fees 
collected by the State Engineer from the Water Distribution Revolving Account to the 
State General Fund. 
 
SENATE BILL NO. 198 - Extend the deadline for the issuance of certain general 
obligation bonds to protect, preserve, and obtain the benefits of the property and natural 
resources of this State. 
 
SUMMARY:  This bill extends the Q1 program to 2024.  
 
SENATE BILL NO. 207 - Revises provisions relating to water. 
 
SUMMARY:  This bill requires that proofs of all pre-statutory water rights to be on file 
with the State Engineer by December 31, 2027. 
 
SENATE BILL NO. 503 – Makes an appropriation to the Account for the Channel 
Clearance, Maintenance, Restoration, Surveying and Monument Program. 
 
SUMMARY:  This bill provides $250,000 into the Clearing and Snagging account.  
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Receive and file. 



STAFF REPORTS 



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #29 - Staff reports.  (For Information Only) 
 
DISCUSSION: The following is a list of meetings/activities attended by Ed James and staff 
since the last Board meeting on May 17, 2017: 

• 5/18/17 – Ed participated in the Carson Truckee Water Conservancy District 

(CTWCD) Board meeting and FY 2017-18 Tentative Budget Hearing in Reno. 

• 5/22/17 – Ed met with Christine Vido from POOL/PACT regarding new programs 

they are offering. 

• 5/22/17 – Ed, Brenda, and Debbie met with Karin Peternel of Michael Baker 

regarding the Scope of Work for the Carson River Watershed Management Plan 

update. 

• 5/22/17 – Shane attended the Growing Resources for Environmental Education in 

Nevada (GREENevada) meeting in Reno. 

• 5/23/17 – Brenda and Shane participated in a conference call regarding Sierra 

Nevada AmeriCorps Partnership (SNAP) positions. 

• 5/24/17 – Brenda met with Jean Stone of Nevada Division of Environmental 

Protection (NDEP) regarding the Watershed Coordination contract review. 

• 5/24/17 – Ed met with Charlie Donohoe of State Lands and representatives from the 

Washoe Tribe regarding Question 1 (Q1) project funding. 

• 5/24/17 – Shane and Debbie met with Lynn and Mark from Orangetree Studios 

regarding the “Floodplain as Community Assets” videos. 

• 5/24/17 – Staff had a meeting in preparation for the 6/6-7/17 “Get on the Bus” tour. 

• 5/25/17 – Brenda, Shane, and Debbie participated in a CRC Invasive Species 

Working Group meeting. 

• 5/25/17 – Ed testified at the Legislature in support of the Clearing and Snagging Bill. 

• 5/30/17 – Ed and Debbie met with representatives from the Nevada Division of 

Emergency Management (NDEM), Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), 

and State Lands regarding flood damage repairs. 

• 5/30/17 – Ed and Brenda met with Director Bonkowski and U.S. Congressman Mark 

Amodei to discuss the proposed 2018 federal budget. 

• 5/31/17 – Shane participated in a 2017 Flood Awareness Week planning conference 

call. 

• 6/1/17 – Shane participated in the Rivers and Wildlife Event at River Fork Ranch. 

• 6/2/17 – Ed met with Director Penzel and U.S. Senator Catherine Cortez-Masto to 

discuss the proposed 2018 federal budget. 

• 6/5/17 – Ed attended a Nevada Dept. of Transportation (NDOT) meeting regarding 

nonpoint source water quality. 
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• 6/6-7/17 – Ed, Brenda, Shane, and Debbie conducted the 2017 Carson River 

Watershed “Get on the Bus” Tour.  Toni helped with registration. 

• 6/8/17 – Ed attended the Lyon County workshop regarding the potential for a 

Dayton-Stagecoach water line intertie. 

• 6/15/17 – Brenda, Shane, and Toni participated in the CRC Education Working 

Group meeting. 

• 6/21/17 – Ed attended the first part of a Drought Early Warning System class at the 

Desert Research Institute (DRI). 

 

Meetings/events scheduled during the balance of June:   

• 6/22/17 – Ed will attend the second part of a Drought Early Warning System class at 

the Desert Research Institute (DRI). 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Receive and file.  



CORRESPONDENCE
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