
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

 
DATE:  July 19, 2017 
TIME:  6:30 P.M. 
LOCATION: Turtle Rock Park 
  17300 St. Rte. 89 
  Markleeville, CA 
 
The meeting will be preceded by a tour of Hope Valley work projects at 3:30 p.m. and dinner 
at 5:00 p.m. at the Wolf Creek Restaurant, 14830 Hwy. 89, Markleeville, CA.  A quorum of the 
CWSD Directors may be present at the events preceding the board meeting but no action 
will be taken. 
 

AGENDA 
 
Please Note:  The CWSD Board may: 1) take agenda items out of order; 2) combine two or more 
items for consideration; or 3) remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion related to an 
item at any time.  Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate individuals with 
disabilities who wish to attend the meeting.  Please contact Toni Leffler at (775)887-7450 
(mailto:toni@cwsd.org), at least a week in advance so that arrangements can be made. 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Convene CWSD/Alpine County Joint Powers Board 
3. Roll Call 
4. Pledge of Allegiance 
5. For Possible Action:  Approval of Agenda  
6. For Possible Action:  Approval of the Board Meeting on June 21, 2017  
7. Discussion Only:  Public Comment - Action may not be taken on any matter brought up 

under public comment until scheduled on an agenda for action at a later meeting. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Please Note:  All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and may be 
acted upon by the Board of Directors with one action and without an extensive hearing.  Any 
member of the board or any citizen may request that an item be taken from the consent 
agenda, discussed and acted upon separately during this meeting. 
 
8. For Possible Action:  Approval of Treasurer’s Report for June 2017  
9. For Possible Action:  Payment of Bills for June 2017  
10. For Possible Action:  Explanation of expense items which are more than 5% over budget 

for FY 2016-17 
 

**END OF CONSENT AGENDA** 
 

11. Presentation and Discussion Only:  Alpine Watershed Group on the Squaw Valley 
Resort grant award for a Hope Valley Restoration and Aquatic Habitat Enhancement 
Project from the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board and discussion of other 
activities in the watershed.  

12. Presentation Only:  Sierra Nevada Conservancy on their Watershed Improvement 
Program. 

13. Presentation Only:  Update on the East Fork Carson River rafting trip on July 6, 2017. 
14. Presentation Only:  Review of the four “Floodplain as Community Assets” videos 

completed by Orange Tree Production Studios. 
15. For Possible Action:  The General Manager’s annual performance review results. 
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16. Staff Reports  - General Manager 
   - Legal 
   - Correspondence 
17. Directors  Reports 
18. Public Comment  (Discussion Only) Action may not be taken on any matter brought up 

under public comment until scheduled on an agenda for action at a later meeting. 
19. Adjournment 
 
Supporting material for this meeting may be requested from Toni Leffler at 775-887-7450 
(mailto:toni@cwsd.org) and is available at the CWSD offices at 777 E. William St., #110A, 
Carson City, NV 89701 and on the CWSD website at www.cwsd.org. 
 
In accordance with NRS 241.020, this notice and agenda has been posted at the following locations 
: 
 -Dayton Utilities Complex   -Minden Inn Office Complex 
  34 Lakes Blvd   .   1594 Esmeralda Avenue 
  Dayton, NV      Minden, NV 
 
 -Lyon County Administrative Building  -Churchill County Administrative Complex 
  27 S. Main St.      155 N Taylor St. 
  Yerington, NV      Fallon, NV 
 
 -Carson City Hall    -Carson Water Subconservancy District Office 
  201 N. Carson St.     777 E. William St., #110A 
  Carson City, NV     Carson City, NV 
 
 -Alpine County Administrative Building 
  99 Water St. 
  Markleeville, CA 
 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
 
The undersigned affirms that on or before 9:00 A.M. on July 12, 2017, he/she posted a copy of the Notice 
of Public Meeting and Agenda for the July 19, 2017, regular meeting of the Carson Water Subconservancy 
District in accordance with NRS 241.020; said agenda was posted at the following location:  
____________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
     ____________________________________________________ 
     SIGNATURE 
     Name:  ______________________________________________ 
     Title:  _______________________________________________ 
     Date & Time of Posting:  ________________________________ 

mailto:toni@cwsd.org
../../2016%20Meetings/MAR%202016/www.cwsd.org
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CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

June 21, 2017, 6:30 P.M. 

DRAFT Minutes 

 

Directors present:   

 Karen Abowd, Chairman 

 Carl Erquiaga, Vice Chairman 

Ken Gray  

 David Griffith 

 Don Jardine, Treasurer 

 Barry Penzel 

Chuck Roberts 

Ernie Schank 

 Fred Stodieck 

 Steve Thaler 

 

Directors not present: 

 Brad Bonkowski 

Don Frensdorff 

 Doug Johnson 

 Austin Osborne, Storey County representative 

  

Staff present: 

George Benesch, Legal Counsel 

Edwin James, General Manager 

Brenda Hunt, Watershed Program Manager 

 Toni Leffler, Administrative Assistant/Secretary to the Board 

 Debbie Neddenriep, Water Resource Specialist II 

  

Also present:  

 Kathy Canfield, Storey County  

 Ryland Sweigard, Orange Tree Productions 

  

Chairman Abowd called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Conference Room of the Lyon 

County Utilities, 34 Lakes Blvd, Dayton, NV.  The CWSD/Alpine County Joint Powers Board 

was convened.  Roll call was taken and a quorum was determined to be present.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was led by Director Abowd. 

 

Item #5 - Approval of Agenda.  Director Griffith made the motion to approve the agenda.  The 

motion was seconded by Director Schank and unanimously approved by the Board.   

 

Item #6 - Approval of the Board Meeting Minutes from April 19, 2017 and May 17, 2017.  

Director Stodieck made the motion to approve the minutes from the Board meetings on April 29, 

2017, and May 17, 2017.  The motion was seconded by Director Griffith and unanimously 

approved by the Board. 
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Item #7 - Public Comment – None. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Item #8 - Approval of Treasurer’s Report for May 2017. -  

 

Item #9 - Payment of Bills for May 2017. 

 

Item #11 – Discussion for possible action regarding an update on meetings held with our federal 

governmental representatives regarding the proposed federal 2018 budget. 

 

Item #12 – Discussion for possible action regarding COLA salary adjustment starting July 1, 

2017. 

 

Item #13 – Discussion for possible action regarding approval of the Agreement #2017-5 with 

River Wranglers for the Carson River Work Days and Vegetation Management Projects.   
 

Item #14 – Discussion for possible action regarding approval of Agreement #2017-6 with Alpine 

Watershed Group to Help Fund the Upper Carson River Watershed Programs.   

 

Item #15 – Discussion for possible action regarding approval of the Addendum to Interlocal 

Contract #2016-9 with Carson Valley Conservation District for Clearing and Snagging and 

Vegetation Management Along the Carson River through Carson Valley and Carson City. 

 

Item #16 - Discussion for possible action regarding approval of the Third Addendum to 

Interlocal Contract #2014-8 with Dayton Valley Conservation District for Middle Carson River 

Clearing, Snagging, and Maintenance Projects. 

 

Item #17 – Discussion for possible action regarding approval of Interlocal Contract #2017-9 with 

Dayton Valley Conservation District for Noxious Weed Control in Storey County.   

 

Item #18 – Discussion for possible action regarding approval of Interlocal Contract #2017-10 

with Lahontan Conservation District for Channel Clearing and Snagging Along the Carson River 

in Churchill County.   

 

Item #19 – Discussion for possible action regarding approval of the 2017 Addendum to Interlocal 

Contract #2016-3 with Carson City for Golden Eagle Lane Erosion Control Project.   

 

Item #20 – Discussion for possible action regarding approval of an Agreement #2017-11 with 

Sierra Nevada Journeys to Help Fund Four “Family Watershed Nights.”   

 

Item #21 – Discussion for possible action regarding approval of Interlocal Contract #2017-12 

with Lyon County to Assist with the Cost of USGS Maintenance of the River Gauge in Dayton 

(#10311750).   

 

Ed James requested that Item #10 be pulled from the Consent Agenda for discussion.  Director 

Schank made the motion to approve Items #8-9 & 11-21 of the consent agenda.  The motion was 

seconded by Director Gray and unanimously approved by the Board.  
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**END OF CONSENT AGENDA** 

 

Item #10 – Discussion for possible action to award the contract to Michael Baker International to 

assist CWSD with the Carson River Watershed Discovery Report and Regional Floodplain 

Management Plan Updates.  Mr. James explained that Director Griffith had some questions about 

the Client Agreement with Michael Baker beginning on page 50 of the Board package.  Director 

Griffith questioned the need for the hazardous waste reference in Clause 13 of the agreement 

since this project will not have anything to do with hazardous waste.  Geoff Brownell of Michael 

Baker International explained to Mr. James that this is a standard agreement and agreed to 

remove the hazardous waste reference from the agreement.  Director Griffith also had a concern 

about the restriction to making public announcements in Clause #18, and Michael Brown has 

also agreed to eliminate the clause.   

 

Director Griffith made the motion to authorize the General Manager to sign the agreement with 

Michael Baker International as amended.  The motion was seconded by Director Stodieck and 

unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

Item #22 – Discussion for possible action regarding an update on the June 6-7, 2017, “Get on the 

Bus” Watershed Tour.  Brenda Hunt gave an overview presentation of this year’s watershed tour.  

(insert presentation).   

 

No action was required on this item; receive and file.   

 

Item #23 – Discussion for possible action regarding prioritizing future integrated watershed 

projects.  Mr. James reviewed the exercise for the strategic planning at last month’s Board 

meeting.  From the outcome of that exercise Mr. James developed a “Future Integrated 

Projects/Programs/Studies” sheet which was handed out for each Board member to mark up to 

eight priority choices.  The choices will be tallied and the results will be used in developing the 

future five year budget.  This information will be presented to the Finance Committee to review.  

After the proposed budget has been approved by the Finance Committee, this item will be 

presented to the full Board.  This will give Mr. James a general idea of the Board’s direction.     

 

No action was required on this item; receive and file.   

 

Item #24 – Discussion for possible action regarding an update on repairs to the various 

diversions/grade control structures along the Carson River.  Mr. James directed the Board’s 

attention to page 125 of the Board package.  In the past two flooding events CWSD served as the 

coordinating agency for disbursement of FEMA flood repair funding for diversions/grade control 

structures along the Carson River.  In the process of preparing to serve the watershed in that 

capacity again after the January and February 2017 flooding, CWSD learned that FEMA required 

that CWSD be legal responsibility for the structures.  In May, Director Roberts joined Mr. James 

for a meeting with FEMA, State Lands, Emergency Management, and State Historic Preservation 

Organization (SHPO) representatives to determine whether repairs to the diversion/grade control 

structures would qualify under the FEMA program.  It was determined that unless the State 

claimed ownership of the structures these repairs do not quality for FEMA funding.  Since State 

Lands does not claim ownership of the structures, Mr. James then looked into other funding 

sources.  A meeting was arranged with representatives from State Lands, Natural Resource 
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Conservation Service (NRCS), the Farm Service Agency (FSA), and the Carson Valley 

Conservation District (CVCD).  At that meeting FSA agreed that the repairs to the structures 

could be covered under their Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) which could help pay for 

up to 75% of the repairs to the diversion structures.  Though the due date to apply for ECP is 

May 31, 2017, FSA agreed to extend the program another 45 days to give ranchers time to assess 

the damages.  Mr. James would like to set up a Regional Water system and Flood Committee to 

discuss whether CWSD wants to participate financially in the repairs.   

 

Director Stodieck asked if Mr. James has talked with the Federal Court about participating in 

funding since they have authority over the Alpine Decree.  George Benesch, CWSD’s attorney, 

submitted that he did not think that the Federal Water Master provides funding to repair 

diversions.  Mr. James explained that the State has agreed to streamline the permitting process.   

Director Schank asked whether FSA would cover modifications to the structures or if the 

structures had to be repaired only to their pre-flooding state.  Mr. James responded that this 

funding is just for repairs.   

 

No action was required on this item; receive and file.   

 

Item #25 – Discussion for possible action regarding the 2002 voter-approved program to protect 

and preserve the natural resources in the State of Nevada, also known as Q1.  Mr. James reported 

that he had contact with State Lands about the Question 1 (Q1) Program.  A bill during the 2017 

Legislative session extended the Q1 bonding to 2024.  Funding under the Q1 Program requires a 

50% match so some of the counties opted to seek other funding which required less match.  

There is about $3.5 million remaining in the Q1 Project Fund for the Carson River Watershed; 

however, the Governor’s budget didn’t include any funding for Q1 projects in the Carson River 

Watershed.  Funding may be available in 2019. 

 

State Lands would like to have a priority list of projects to be done under Q1.  Mr. James will be 

talking with the counties and conservation districts to develop a list which will be brought back 

to the CWSD Board.  Mr. James will talk with the State Treasurer about what would need to be 

done to sell Q1 bonds. 

 

Director Penzel asked if Q1 money can be used to repair the diversion structures.  Mr. James 

responded that it possibly could, and he went over the criteria for using the funds listed on page 

127 of the Board package:   

• To acquire and develop land and water rights; 

• To provide recreational facilities; 

• To provide parking for and access to and along the Carson River; or 

• To restore the Carson River corridor. 

 

No action was required on this item; receive and file.   

 

Item #26 – Discussion for possible action regarding applying for an AmeriCorps student through 

the Sierra Nevada Alliance Program.  Mr. James explained that CWSD might be able to get an 

AmeriCorps student to help Brenda and Shane.  The cost to CWSD for an AmeriCorps student is 

$11,050 for a nine-month period.  This expense would serve as a match for the Watershed 

Management Program grant. 
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Director Schank made the motion to authorize staff to pursue an AmeriCorps employee.  The 

motion was seconded by Director Griffith and unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

Item #27 – Discussion for possible action regarding pursuing NDEP grants to help fund the 

Integrated Watershed and Environmental Education Programs.  Ms. Hunt explained that CWSD 

heard that the RFP for the Clean Water grants will be coming out in early July this year and 

NDEP is hoping to have the grants done by the end of August.  NDEP does have 319 funding for 

this year but future funding is uncertain.  CWSD needs to apply for the Watershed Management 

Program grant which is up in December 2017.  The 2016 Environmental Education Program 

grant received funding only for this year and is expected to be out of money in June 2018.  We 

need to apply for that grant now to prevent a lapse in the program. 

 

Director Erquiaga made the motion to authorize staff to submit proposals for grants from NDEP.  

The motion was seconded by Director Gray and unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

Item #28 – Discussion for possible action regarding a summary of the 2017 Legislative Session.   

Mr. James noted that a list of Legislative Bills which CWSD has been following is on page 133 

of the Board package.  He gave a summary of a few of them: 

• AB 138 authorizing the de minimis collection of precipitation (rain barrels) was 

approved. 

• AB 154 proposed to reduce the size of the project requiring payment of prevailing wage 

from $250,000 to $100,000.  This would have been detrimental impact to the 

conservation districts because most of their projects are on a tight budget. That language 

was stricken from the bill so they do not have to pay prevailing wage on projects under 

$250,000. 

• SB 503 funded the State Clearing & Snagging Account in the amount of $250,000.  The 

first round of project applications must be submitted to State Lands by July 1, 2017.  

According to Statute, when the initial $250,000 is gone, State Lands can go back to the 

Legislative Finance Committee to add more funding to the account.  Director Schank 

asked if this funding can be used as match.  Mr. James responded that it can match 

everything except State money. 

 

No action was required on this item; receive and file. 

 

Item #29 –Staff Reports 

General Manager - Mr. James reported:   

• His annual performance review is due and Mr. James requested that the Directors 

complete the review sheets and turn them in to Toni Leffler.  When they have all been 

tallied, including those of the Directors not present at the meeting, Mr. James plans to 

meet with the Administrative Committee for discussion and bring the results back to the 

full Board in July. 

• Mr. James is planning a river float from River Fork Ranch to Cradlebaugh Bridge to 

assess damage, possibly during the second week in July.  Staff will inform the Board 

when the float has been scheduled in case anyone wants to go along. 

• Assemblywoman Robin Titus would like to float Carson Canyon on July 7.  Also, some 

ranchers are interested in floating the Dayton area of the river.  He will inform the Board 
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when that is set up and encouraged Board members to join in whatever floats they would 

like.   

 

Legal –Mr. Benesch did not have anything specific to report. 

 

Correspondence – As included in the Board package and handed out at the meeting.   

 

Item #30 - Directors’ Reports  

Director Abowd thanked staff for arranging the field trip to Hungry Mother Aquaponic 

Greenhouse and dinner at 1st & 10 Bar and Grill in Dayton prior to the Board meeting. 

 

Director Schank reported:   

• AB 114 passed regarding funding for irrigation districts.  This allows for fee increases 

based on an index instead of having to go back to the Legislature every time they need an 

increase.  

• The Six-Mile Canyon gage has been under-reporting compared with the Deer Run and Ft. 

Churchill gages.  Mr. James explained that the Six-Mile gage was installed to measure 

low flows when Dayton Utilities uses their induction wells.   

• Three weeks ago, TCID used sandbags to close off the V-Line Spillway when the river 

died off.  Tomorrow morning, they will remove those sandbags until July 5 to release 

2,700 af of water from Lahontan Reservoir.  They will put about 1,100 af out to spill and 

take some pressure off the Carson River.  They should reach the top of the flashboards 

around July 16 or 17.  A few years ago the BOR did a bathometric analysis of Lahontan 

Reservoir because they knew there was sediment.   

 

Director Griffith suggested talking with Galvin Feiger of Alpine Watershed Group for a potential 

tour for our meeting in Alpine County.  Mr. Feiger is setting up other tours for the Forest Service 

to view flood damage. 

 

Director Abowd reported that Carson City and Douglas County have signed an agreement with 

the Town of Minden for water delivery through the Douglas/Carson City regional pipeline.   

 

There were no other Directors’ reports. 

 

Item #31 - Public Comment.  None. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Director Schank made the motion to 

adjourn, second by Director Griffith.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:37 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Toni Leffler 

Secretary 



AGENDA ITEM #8
TREASURER’S REPORT

































AGENDA ITEM #9
PAYMENT OF BILLS



















AGENDA ITEM #10



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JULY 19, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #10 – For Possible Action:  Explanation of expense items 
which are more than 5% over budget for FY 2016-17. 
 
DISCUSSION:  According to the current CWSD Criteria for Budget Expenditures, “If the 
expenditure exceeds the approved budget amount by five percent (5%) in any given 
account, the General Manager must receive approval from CWSD Board of Directors to 
pay the expenditure.”  As was discussed in the review of the policies at the 
Administrative Committee meeting on 7/14/17, the amount isn’t determined to be over- 
budget until after the payment is made.  Therefore, staff will inform the Board of any 
overage of more than 5% at the first Board meeting after that overage is created.   
 
The June Treasurer’s Report revealed >5% overages in the following accounts.  Staff 
will provide an explanation for each account:   
 

• Acct. #7108-00 – Dues & Publications – This account is only $366.01 over 
budget for FY 2016-17 and was used for: 

o Subscriptions to newspapers (Reno Gazette Journal-now cancelled); 
o Publication of Tax Department required items in the Nevada Appeal 

(Tentative Budget Public Hearing Notice; Annual Fiscal Report); and 
o Membership dues for water- related organizations (American Planning 

Assn. for Brenda; Nevada Water Resource Assn. for Ed; American Water 
Works Assn. for Debbie; and Nevada Weed Management for Shane) 

• Acct. #7111-00 – Office Equipment – This account is over budget due to the time 
delay in the delivery of the new Konica Minolta copier.  The copier was budgeted 
for FY 2015-16, but CWSD did not receive the copier until July 2016.  CWSD 
also needed to replace three computers.  Staff notified the Treasurer of the need 
for the computers prior to purchase. 

• Acct. #7500-01 – USGS Stream Gages 2015-17 – This contract with USGS was 
for two years.  In FY 2015-16, the USGS spent less than anticipated for the 
year, so the balance of the contract was spent in FY 2016-17, which makes it 
appear that there was an overage in this account, but there was not. 

• Acct. #7508-01 – USGS Douglas/Lyon Counties Water Quality & Groundwater 
Monitoring 2015-17 – This contract is also for two years and experienced the 
same circumstances as Acct. #7500-01 explained above. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve expense account overages for the FY 2016-17 
budget. 



AGENDA ITEM #11



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JULY 19, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #11 - Presentation Only:  Alpine Watershed Group on the 
Squaw Valley Resort grant award for a Hope Valley Restoration and Aquatic Habitat 
Enhancement Project from the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board and 
discussion of other activities in the watershed. 
 
DISCUSSION: As part of an agreement between California Regional Water Quality 
Control Board-Lahontan Region and Squaw Valley Ski Corporation for water quality 
improvement projects, the Squaw Valley Resort has awarded Alpine Watershed Group 
(AWG) a grant for the Hope Valley Restoration and Aquatic Habitat Enhancement 
Project.  An AWG representative will give a presentation about their project and other 
activities in the watershed. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Receive and file. 









AGENDA ITEM #12



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JULY 19, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #12 - Presentation Only:  Sierra Nevada Conservancy on 
their Watershed Improvement Program. 
 
DISCUSSION: Danna Stroud, the Mt. Whitney Area Representative of the Sierra 
Nevada Conservancy (SNC), will give a presentation on their Watershed Improvement 
Program (WIP).   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Receive and file. 



 

The Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) is a California state agency created by bi-

partisan legislation (AB 2600) and signed into law in 2004. The SNC was created 

with the understanding that the environmental, economic and social well-being of 

the Sierra Nevada and its communities are closely linked and that the Region and 

the State of California would benefit from an organization providing a strategic 

direction. The SNC Region, made up of all or part of 22 counties covering over 25 

million acres, is one of the most significant natural and biologically diverse regions 

in the world. The Sierra Nevada constitutes about 25 percent of California’s land 

area and is the state’s principal watershed, supplying more than 60 percent of the 

developed water supply to residents, agriculture, and other businesses/industries 

across the state. 

The SNC’s Watershed Improvement Program (WIP) is a large-scale restoration 

program designed to address ecosystem health in the Sierra Nevada in a holistic 

manner and encompass concerns such as wildfire, water reliability, habitat, 

infrastructure, recreation, socio-economic and public safety issues.  This program 

is intended to restore California’s primary watershed through increased 

investment, needed policy changes and increased infrastructure.  This effort is 

being organized and coordinated by SNC and U.S. Forest Service in close 

partnership with other federal, state and local agencies, and diverse stakeholders. 

http://www.sierranevada.ca.gov/ 

http://restorethesierra.org/ 

 

Danna Stroud 

Mt. Whitney Area Representative 

760-636-8296 

danna.stroud@sierranevada.ca.gov 

 

http://www.sierranevada.ca.gov/our-board/statutes
http://www.sierranevada.ca.gov/our-region/our-region
http://www.sierranevada.ca.gov/snc-counties
http://www.sierranevada.ca.gov/SNWatershed/SNWatershed
http://www.sierranevada.ca.gov/our-region/ca-primary-watershed/ca-primary-watershed
http://www.sierranevada.ca.gov/our-region/ca-primary-watershed/ca-primary-watershed
http://www.sierranevada.ca.gov/
http://restorethesierra.org/
mailto:danna.stroud@sierranevada.ca.gov


AGENDA ITEM #13



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JULY 19, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #13 - Presentation Only:  Update on the East Fork Carson 
River rafting trip on July 6, 2017. 

DISCUSSION: CWSD staff guided a rafting tour of the East Fork of the Carson River on 
July 6, 2017, as a means of educating and connecting local and federal representatives 
and the general public with the beauty and issues of the Carson River watershed.  Staff 
will give a presentation on the trip. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Receive and file. 



AGENDA ITEM #14



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JULY 19, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #14 - Presentation Only:  Review of the four “Floodplain as 
Community Assets” videos completed by Orange Tree Production Studios. 

DISCUSSION: As part of the FEMA MAS #6 grant CWSD hired Orange Tree Production 
Studios in Reno to create four “Floodplain as Community Assets” videos for a 30-second 
PSA and three four-minute videos.  The four videos are designed for different 
audiences: community outreach, developers, public officials, and watershed information 
promoting the agricultural use of floodplain lands.  Staff will show all four short videos to 
the Board.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Receive and file. 



AGENDA ITEM #15



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JULY 19, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #15 - For Possible Action:  The General Manager’s annual 
performance review results. 

DISCUSSION: At last month’s Board meeting, an evaluation form was handed out for 
the General Manager’s annual performance review.  Staff has summarized the reviews 
which were returned (see attached).  On July 14, 1027, the CWSD Administrative 
Committee met to go over the performance reviews.  The Administrative Committee will 
present their findings to the full Board. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve the General Manager’s annual performance 
review. 



2017 GENERAL MANAGER EVALUATION 

SUMMARY 

 

SCORES: 

18 

17 

12 

18 

18 

18 

16 

18 

18 

153 divided by 9 evaluations = 17.00 average rating 

 

REDUCED RATINGS IN CATEGORIES LISTED BELOW: 

• ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS - Decision quality (1 don’t know)  

• ORGANIZATION SKILLS - Presentation skills (1 rating) 

• OPERATING STYLE - Communication (1 rating) 

• OPERATING STYLE - Delegation of work to be done (1 rating; 1 don’t know)   

• PERSONAL/INTERPERSONAL SKILLS - Being open and receptive (no ratings) 

• PERSONAL/INTERPERSONAL SKILLS - Demonstrates flexibility to work with varying groups (no ratings) 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS: 

• Nothing to comment on.  Job well done! 

• Haven’t been on Board long enough to evaluate certain questions. 

• Great public servant, accomplished manager, and a leader! 

• I am very pleased with the work Ed performs and the working together he has accomplished between 

the counties and other organizations CWSD works with.  Ed is very visible at water events and I am 

pleased to be associated with him as I serve on the CWSD Board. 

• Ed is a pleasure to work with. 

• I have learned a tremendous amount due to Ed’s knowledge base on water and the Carson River. 



STAFF REPORTS 



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JULY 19, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #16 - For Information Only:  Staff report  
 
DISCUSSION: The following is a list of meetings/activities attended by Ed James and staff 
since the last Board meeting on June 21, 2017: 

• 6/22/17 – Ed attended the second part of a Drought Early Warning System class at 
the Desert Research Institute (DRI). 

• 6/22/17 – Ed met with Directors Roberts and Penzel for an annual Director update. 
• 6/23/17 - Ed met with Director Abowd for an annual Director update. 
• 6/24/17 – Ed, Brenda, and Shane met with representatives from NEON, the 

company selected to conduct the public outreach portion of the Watershed Literacy 3 
Program. 

• 6/27/17 – Shane and Toni participated in the 2017 Flood Awareness Week (FAW) 
planning group meeting. 

• 6/28/17 – Ed met with Directors Erquiaga and Shank for an annual Director update. 
• 6/28/17 – Ed met with Director Osborne for an annual Director update. 
• 6/29/17 – Ed met with Directors Frensdorff and Stodieck for an annual Director 

update. 
• 6/30/17 - Ed met with Director Gray for an annual Director update. 
• 7/5/17 – Ed attended the Alpine County Board of Supervisors meeting regarding a 

letter to California federal representatives about FY 2018-20 EPA budget. 
• 7/6/17 – Ed, Brenda, and Shane participated in an informational East Fork Carson 

River rafting trip with approximately 40 federal and local officials and members of the 
community. 

• 7/7/17 – Ed took State Assemblywoman Robin Titus and her staff on an 
informational rafting trip through Carson Canyon. 

• 7/7/17 – Debbie met with Linda Conlin to go over grant reporting. 
• 7/10/17 – Ed met with Mike Olson from Pro Group Management to review CWSD’s 

Worker’s Comp needs. 
• 7/11/17 – Ed participated in a Carson Truckee Water Conservancy District (CTWCD) 

Board meeting in Reno. 
• 7/12/17 – Ed, Brenda, Shane, and Debbie met with Geoff Brownell from Michael 

Baker International regarding Discovery and Regional Floodplain Plan updates. 
• 7/14/17 – Ed and Toni participated in a CWSD Administrative Committee meeting. 
• 7/17/17 – Ed met with representatives from Carson Valley Conservation District 

(CVCD) and Natural Resource Conservation Services (NRCS) regarding the 
Hussman Streambank. 
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• 7/19/17 – Ed attended a Nevada Water Resource Association (NWRA) Board 
meeting. 

• 7/19/17 – Ed met with representatives from Carson City, Nevada Department of 
Transportation (NDOT) and Cardno regarding the restudy of the floodplain for 
Voltaire Canyon. 
 

Meetings/events scheduled during the balance of July:   
• 7/25/17 – Shane will participate in a 2017 Flood Awareness Week (FAW) planning 

group meeting.  
• 7/25/17 – Brenda will participate in an Alpine Watershed Group (AWG) Carson River 

tour. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Receive and file.  



NO CORRESPONDENCE
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