
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

 

DATE:  March 15, 2017    

TIME:  6:30 P.M. 

LOCATION: First United Methodist Church 
Wesley Room 
412 W. Musser St. 
Carson City, NV 
 

AGENDA 
 
Please Note:  The CWSD Board may 1) take agenda items out of order; 2) combine two or more 
items for consideration; or 3) remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion related to an 
item at any time.  Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate individuals with 
disabilities who wish to attend the meeting.  Please contact Toni Leffler at (775)887-7450 
(mailto:toni@cwsd.org), at least a week in advance so that arrangements can be made. 

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Convene CWSD/Alpine County Joint Powers Board 
3. Roll Call 
4. Pledge of Allegiance 
5. Approval of Agenda   (For Possible Action) 
6. Approval of the Board Meeting Minutes from February 15, 2017.  (For Possible Action) 
7. Public Comment (Discussion Only) Action may not be taken on any matter brought up 

under public comment until scheduled on an agenda for action at a later meeting. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Please Note:  All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and may be 
acted upon by the Board of Directors with one action and without an extensive hearing.  Any 
member of the board or any citizen may request that an item be taken from the consent 
agenda, discussed and acted upon separately during this meeting. 
 
8. Approval of Treasurer’s Reports for February 2017.  (For Possible Action) 
9. Payment of Bills for February 2017.  (For Possible Action) 

 
**END OF CONSENT AGENDA** 

   
10. Discussion for possible action regarding the award of the 2017 CWSD Andy Aldax 

Award for Exemplary Service in Conservation and Protection of the Carson River 
Watershed to Juan Guzman.  (For Possible Action)  

11. Discussion for possible action regarding a presentation by Kimley-Horn on the Ramsey 
Canyon Study. (Discussion only)  

12. Discussion regarding an update on the Mercury Site Tour and workshop and the CRC 
Forum on February 21-22, 2017. (Discussion only) 

13. Discussion regarding an update on the Carson River Stewardship Plan. (Discussion 
only) 

14. Discussion for possible action regarding various bills that CWSD may want to support, 
oppose, or monitor during the 2017 Legislative Committee.  (For Possible Action)   

15. Discussion for possible action regarding approval of the Tentative FY 2017-18 Budget 
for the General, Acquisition/Construction, and Floodplain Management Funds. (For 
Possible Action) 

16. Discussion for possible action regarding funding for flood avoidance and damage. (For 
Possible Action)   
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17. Discussion for possible action regarding the runoff prediction for 2017. (Discussion only). 
18. Staff Reports  - General Manager 
   - Legal 
   - Correspondence 
19. Directors Reports 
20. Public Comment  (Discussion Only) Action may not be taken on any matter brought up 

under public comment until scheduled on an agenda for action at a later meeting. 
21. Adjournment 
 
Supporting material for this meeting may be requested from Toni Leffler at 775-887-7450 
(mailto:toni@cwsd.org) and is available at the CWSD offices at 777 E. William St., #110A, 
Carson City, NV 89701 and on the CWSD website at www.cwsd.org. 
 
In accordance with NRS 241.020, this notice and agenda has been posted at the following locations 
: 
 -Dayton Utilities Complex   -Minden Inn Office Complex 
  34 Lakes Blvd   .   1594 Esmeralda Avenue 
  Dayton, NV      Minden, NV 
 
 -Lyon County Administrative Building  -Churchill County Administrative Complex 
  27 S. Main St.      155 N Taylor St. 
  Yerington, NV      Fallon, NV 
 
 -Carson City Hall    -Carson Water Subconservancy District Office 
  201 N. Carson St.     777 E. William St., #110A 
  Carson City, NV     Carson City, NV 
 
 -Alpine County Administrative Building 
  99 Water St. 
  Markleeville, CA 
 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
 
The undersigned affirms that on or before 9:00 A.M. on March 9, 2017, he/she posted a copy of the Notice 
of Public Meeting and Agenda for the March 15, 2017, regular meeting of the Carson Water 
Subconservancy District in accordance with NRS 241.020; said agenda was posted at the following 
location:  ____________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
     ____________________________________________________ 

     SIGNATURE 

     Name:  ______________________________________________ 

     Title:  _______________________________________________ 

     Date & Time of Posting:  ________________________________ 

mailto:toni@cwsd.org
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CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

February 15, 2017, 6:30 P.M. 

DRAFT Minutes 

 

Directors present:   

 Karen Abowd, Chairman 

 Brad Bonkowski 

 Ken Gray  

 David Griffith 

 Don Jardine, Treasurer 

 Austin Osborne, Storey County representative 

 Barry Penzel 

Chuck Roberts 

Ernie Schank 

 Steve Thaler 

 

Directors not present: 

 Carl Erquiaga, Vice Chairman 

 Don Frensdorff 

 Doug Johnson 

 Fred Stodieck 

 

Staff present: 

 George Benesch, Legal Counsel 

Brenda Hunt, Watershed Program Manager 

 Edwin James, General Manager 

 Toni Leffler, Administrative Assistant/Secretary to the Board 

  

Also present: None 

  

Chairman Abowd called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Wesley Room of the First 

United Methodist Church, 412 W. Musser St., Carson City, NV.  The CWSD/Alpine County Joint 

Powers Board was convened.  Roll call was taken and a quorum was determined to be present.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Director Roberts. 

 

Item #5 - Approval of Agenda.  Director Bonkowski made the motion to approve the agenda.  

The motion was seconded by Director Jardine and unanimously approved by the Board.   

 

Item #6 - Approval of the Board Meeting Minutes from January 18, 2017.  Director Penzel made 

the motion to approve the Minutes of the Board Meeting on January 18, 2017.  The motion was 

seconded by Director Bonkowski and unanimously approved by the Board, with Directors Gray 

and Griffith abstaining for not having been at that meeting.   
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Item #7 - Public Comment – Director Abowd invited new Directors Gray and Griffith to 

introduce themselves, and each gave some background information about themselves. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Item #8 - Approval of Treasurer’s Report for January 2017. -  

 

Item #9 - Payment of Bills for January 2017. 

 

Item #10 – Discussion for possible action to dispose of the old CWSD fax machine. 

 

Director Bonkowski made the motion to approve the consent agenda, including items #8-10.  The 

motion was seconded by Director Thaler and unanimously approved by the Board.   

 

**END OF CONSENT AGENDA** 

 

Item #11 – Discussion for possible action regarding the selection of Cardno, Inc. to conduct the 

Restudy and Remapping of Voltaire Canyon Floodplain in Carson City.  Ed James explained that 

CWSD received funding from FEMA as a Cooperating Technical Partner (CTP).  This project is 

to do restudy and remapping of Voltaire Canyon Floodplain.  CWSD, as the CTP, administers the 

grant, but the individual counties do the projects.  FEMA pays for 100% of the projects, 

including administration costs.  Staff sent out a Request for Qualifications (RFQ), which was 

reviewed by CWSD and Carson City, and Cardno was selected as the firm to conduct the study.  

Director Griffith asked where this canyon is.  Mr. James explained that it is just north of Hwy. 50 

going from Carson City to Lake Tahoe.   

 

Director Penzel made the motion to hire Cardno, Inc. to conduct the Restudy and Remapping of 

Voltaire Canyon Floodplain in Carson City.  The motion was seconded by Director Bonkowski 

and unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

Item #12 – Discussion for possible action regarding the selection of Orangetree Studios to 

produce the “Floodplains as a Community Asset” videos and to update the CWSD overview 

videos.  Brenda Hunt explained that as part of our FEMA MAS #5 grant, four “Floodplains as a 

Community Asset” videos will be produced: 1) a 30-second Public Service Announcement (PSA) 

for the community, 2) a two-minute video for developers, 3) a two-minute video for policy 

makers/public officials, and 4) a two-minute video for agricultural producers.  Also, the CWSD 

overview video will be updated for $5,950, which is a match for the grant from NDEP for 

outreach.  Four proposals were received, but Orangetree was the most qualified.   Staff met with 

Orangetree Studios in Reno, and NDEP also recommended them.   

 

Director Osborne asked if these can be used as TV commercials.  Mr. James responded that the 

30-second PSA will be used on TV.  Director Osborne asked if this video could also be donated 

to the high school and suggested showing them in local theaters.  Director Abowd suggested that 

the theater be contacted for government PSA accommodations.   
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Director Penzel asked what politicians video is for.  Ms. Hunt explained each type of video and 

how it would be used.  Director Penzel wanted to be sure the videos were effective for their 

audiences.  Director Bonkowski noted that these came out of the survey done last year.  Ms. Hunt 

pointed out several locations that the videos can be used:  website, schools, etc. 

 

Director Schank joined the meeting at 6:45 pm, 

 

Director Bonkowski made the motion to hire Orangetree Studios to produce the “floodplains as a 

Community Asset” videos for an amount not to exceed $24,000 and to update the CWSD 

overview video for an amount not to exceed $5,950.  The motion was seconded by Director 

Thaler and unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

Item #13 - Discussion for possible action regarding various bills that CWSD may want to 

support, oppose, or monitor during the 2017 Legislative Session.   Mr. James explained that 

Susan Joseph-Taylor, Deputy Administrator for the Nevada Division of Natural Resources, also 

attended the Legislative Committee meeting.  Ms. Joseph-Taylor noted that there are more water 

bills this year than at past legislative sessions.  Mr. James mentioned that CWSD staff will be 

working to educate legislators.  There are also some non-water bills effecting the Open Meeting 

Law, property tax, etc., which CWSD is watching. 

 

Director Abowd noted that Ms. Joseph-Taylor mentioned the misinformation circulating in the 

communities (ex., domestic well metering).  Mr. James will go to public meetings to help 

educate the public.  Mr. Benesch mentioned a group at Pahrump who prides themselves in 

spreading misinformation to create a doubt.  Director Thaler mentioned that Mary Walker said 

the Clearing and Snagging Account bill is being introduced this session.  Mr. James noted that it 

would be in the full amount of $250,000.  We are working with the State Engineer and NDEP to 

make sure projects are done right.  Director Griffith commented on the rumor that the 

government is going to take well water; he has been contacted in the Mesa area by people 

concerned with the rumors. 

 

Director Schank made the motion to authorize staff to participate in the 2017 Legislation Session 

and provide monthly updates to the CWSD Board.  The motion was seconded by Director Gray 

and unanimously approved. 

 

Item #14 – Discussion for possible action for scheduling a CWSD Strategic Planning Meeting. 

Mr. James explained that staff tries to schedule a Strategic Planning meeting every two years.  

We are hoping to have one in March which would take about four hours.  Toni Leffler will be 

sending out a Doodle poll to get availability dates.       

 

No action was required on this item; receive and file. 

 

Item #15 - Discussion for possible action regarding an update on the flooding recovery.  Mr. 

James provided some pictures of recent flooding.  Nevada declared a State of Emergency.  

FEMA came out and looked at flooding in the different counties.  Nevada received more than the 

minimum amount of damage to qualify for FEMA funds, but the President still must declare the 
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flooding a Federal Disaster.  Mr. James has suggested that everyone keep track of their bills and 

time for repairing flood control structures in case the costs can be submitted for reimbursement. 

 

Mr. James reported that he had a good meeting with representatives from the US Army Corps of 

Engineer and State Lands and went to Tom Minor’s ranch to view the damage.  The bank can be 

repaired right away with State Lands’ approval.  We need to work with SHPO to determine what 

historic things they are looking for.     

 

Director Jardine asked if Alpine County will qualify for FEMA funding.  Director Griffith noted 

that California did declare a State of Emergency in 50 of 58 counties.  Mr. James mentioned that 

the county needs to find out if they are one of the 50 counties included in the emergency 

declaration.   

 

Director Schank mentioned that Lahontan Reservoir has about 60,000 af of storage left and 

explained the amount of releases being made from Lahontan Reservoir over the next few weeks.  

Mr. James mentioned that there will be a Carson River Regional Flood Management Workshop 

on March 8 to talk about places upstream we can do things to alleviate flooding.  The next storm 

is expected to bring snow in the higher elevations and 1.5” of rain in the lower elevations.   

 

Director Schank explained that Lahontan was not authorized as a flood control project.  The 

Newlands Project was completed in 1905, but Lahontan was not dammed at that time.  In 1907, 

there was flooding.  Lahontan Dam was authorized in 1910 and finished in 1915.  The Truckee 

Carson Irrigation District (TCID) is starting precautionary releases earlier than usual, before end 

of March or early April.  There is 475,000+ af of snow pack in the headwaters of the Carson 

River.  Lahontan Reservoir is expected to fill and spill twice before July this year.  If 20,000 af of 

water topped the dam, it would flood Fallon and Churchill County, so it is preferable to make a 

controlled spill than overflow dam which is uncontrollable.  Churchill County is hoping to begin 

February 20 to build the Sheckler structure which would spill into the NAS bombing range.  The 

project is estimated to take two weeks.   

 

Mr. James noted that if the flooding is declared a Federal Disaster, we still must come up with 

match funding, some of which have been set aside in the CWSD Floodplain Management Fund.  

There will be a discussion about this at the Finance Committee meeting on February 28.   

 

No action was required on this item; receive and file. 

 

Item #16 - Staff Reports 

General Manager - Mr. James reported that the Finance Committee will need to cut out $250,000 

from project requests for FY 2017-18.  CWSD is getting less ad valorem tax income than we did 

in 2008. 

 

Brenda Hunt reported that on 2/21/17, the NDEP and EPA will be conducting a tour of the 

Mercury Superfund Site in Lyon County.  On the morning of 2/22, a Mercury Site workshop will 

be conducted with Dave Freeman from NDEP and Andy Bain from EPA.  For the afternoon of 

2/22 and all day 2/23, the Carson River Coalition (CRC) will host a Watershed Forum with 

topics such as mapping, the new Virginia City wastewater plant, etc.  This will be a true 
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integrated watershed management conference with a variety of speakers.  The program for the 

Forum was handed out.  Everyone is welcome.    

 

Legal –Mr. Benesch did not have anything specific to report. 

 

Correspondence – As handed out at the meeting.   

 

Item #17 - Directors’ Reports  

Director Abowd reported that she was acting Mayor Pro Tem last week during flooding.  She 

complimented the Carson City Public Works and Emergency Management Team who did a great 

job assisting residents during flooding.   

 

Director Osborne reported that last week there was 3.5’ of snow overnight in Virginia City and 

the Highlands.  It caught some residents off guard and taxed county road snow removal 

equipment. 

 

There were no other Directors’ reports. 

 

Item #18 - Public Comment.  None 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Director Schank made the motion to 

adjourn, seconded by Director Jardine.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Toni Leffler 

Secretary 



AGENDA ITEM #8
TREASURER’S REPORT































AGENDA ITEM #9
PAYMENT OF BILLS















AGENDA ITEM #10



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MARCH 15, 2017 
 

       SUBJECT: Agenda Item # 10 - Discussion for possible action regarding the award of the 
2017 CWSD Andy Aldax Award for Exemplary Service in Conservation and Protection of the 
Carson River Watershed to Juan Guzman.  (For Possible Action)  

 
DISCUSSION:  On November 29, 2016, the Administrative Committee met and reviewed 
the various applicants for the Andy Aldax Award for Exemplary Service in Conservation and 
Protection of the Carson River Watershed.  This year CWSD received several good and 
deserving candidates.  After reviewing the various candidates’ backgrounds and 
contributions to the watershed, the Administrative Committee voted unanimously to 
recommend that Juan Guzman be awarded the Andy Aldax Watershed Award for 2017. This 
recommendation was brought forth and ratified by the full Board on December 14, 2016.  
 
Mr. Guzman’s accomplishments and dedication to the effort of protecting and enhancing the 
health of the Carson River Watershed are best described by the nomination letters 
submitted on behalf of Juan Guzman (see attachments).   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Award the 2017 CWSD Andy Aldax Award for Exemplary 
Service in Conservation and Protection of the Carson River Watershed to Juan Guzman.  



Dear Ms. Leffler, 
 
Please accept my nomination of Mr. Juan Guzman, Retired, for the 2017(?) Andy Aldax Award, for his 
exceptional contributions to the management and protection of the natural resources in the Carson 
River Watershed.    
 
I personally worked with Mr. Guzman for nearly a decade working with the Nevada Division of State 
Lands administering the Conservation Resource Protection Grant Program, commonly referred to as the 
Question 1 Program after the Assembly Bill that created it. 
 
Question 1 Program grant funds awarded to Carson City via the Open Space Program managed by Juan 
allowed the City to leverage several additional funding sources, including but not limited to the City’s 
own Question 16 – Quality of Life Initiative, and the Southern Nevada Public Lands Management Act, or 
SNPLMA.   Juan cobbled together these funding sources to effectively build the City’s current, vast Open 
Space Land Base including many lands in the Carson River watershed.   During Juan’s tenure, this space 
nearly doubled in size.  In conjunction with the Lands Bill that allowed the City to acquire Silver Saddle 
Ranch, many of these acquisitions include important segments of the Carson River proper, including 
Carson River Canyon.    
 
In addition to Juan’s land acquisition efforts, Juan also participated in projects designed to allow Carson 
City’s citizens to access the watershed and the river itself including improvements to the Morgan Mill 
Preserve Open Space Recreation Area, and creation of the Carson River Aquatic Trail, which was 
included in the City’s Unified Master Pathways Plan.   Many of Juan’s efforts were supported by the 
District’s Board of Directors, on which Mr. Guzman presided for many years.   
 
Juan was passionate about Cason City’s Open Space Lands, and continues to contribute positively to the 
Carson River watershed while retired by presiding on the Board of Directors with the Carson Valley Trails 
Association. 
 
Please accept my nomination of Juan Guzman for the prestigious Andy Aldax Award, but give it to him in 
the morning before he gets so tired that you can no longer understand a single word he says.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jon Paul Kiel 

 
                  

 

Jon Paul Kiel 
Water Quality Planning 
Nevada Division of Environmental Protection 
901 S. Stewart St., Ste 4001  
Carson City, NV 89701  
p: 775.687.9558  f: 775.687.9561 
www.ndep.nv.gov  
jpkiel@ndep.nv.gov 

 

 

http://www.ndep.nv.gov/
jpkiel@ndep.nv.gov


Nomination for the Andy Aldax Award – “Triple A” 
 
Nominee: Juan Guzman, juanguzman@aol.com  
Nominators: Steve Lewis, lewiss@unce.unr.edu & John Cobourn, cobournj@unce.unr.edu  
 
The Carson River Watershed Vision (as slightly modified by Brenda and Steve) – A healthy 
sustainable Carson River watershed, led by community and private/public partnerships, 
plans and projects, where all lands and waterways (surface and underground) safely 
receive, store, and release clean water for the good of all peoples, environments and 
natural resources of the Carson River Basin. 
 
Juan Guzman has worked diligently within the Carson River Watershed for its conservation 
and protection from the early 1990s through today. His accomplishments, drive and love of 
work coincides precisely with the vision stated above. 
 
As manager of the Carson City Open Space Program, from the program’s inception until his 
retirement in September 2014, he has protected in perpetuity, over 5,000 acres of 
watershed lands. 
 
The Partnerships – One of Juan’s most noted skills is his ability to build partnerships and 
instill in others the vision for watershed conservation and protection. A few organizations 
Juan has built effective working relations include the BLM, Forest Service, The Nature 
Conservancy, Sierra Club, Nevada State Lands, Nevada Federal Delegation, American 
Land Conservancy, Resource Concepts Inc., Carson River Advisory Committee, National 
Park Service, Carson Water Subconservancy District and Friends of Silver Saddle Ranch. 
The foundation of Juan’s success in building strong partnerships is his ability to foster 
lasting relationships with individuals. I’ve witnessed Juan in the field with prospective 
contributors describing future field work and its intended conservation outcome. He listens 
intently and speaks (with a thick accent) from the heart. 
 
The Plans – Juan was instrumental in many planning efforts to conserve and protect 
watershed lands. He was actively involved with the Open Space Plan, Carson City Master 
Plan Envisions, Carson River Charrette, Carson City Community Vitality Act, Carson City 
Lands Bill and the Management Plan for Carson City Open Space and Parks.  
 
The Projects – A few of watershed lands Juan has worked to protect include Buzzy’s 
Ranch, Golden Eagle, Mexican Dam, Prison Hill, Silver Saddle Ranch, Ambrose Natural 
Area, Riverview Park and the Carson River Park. Juan’s goals have been to conserve and 
protect vegetation, floodplains, riparian corridors, natural habitats, public access and 
passive recreation while respecting and honoring the rights of private property owners. 
 
Since retirement Juan remains active as a board member with two nonprofit trail and public 
access preservation organizations, the Carson Valley Trails Association (Douglas County) 
and Muscle Power (Carson City) and volunteers with Carson City Open Space. Juan 
acknowledges that the partnerships, relationships, plans and projects he has fostered, 
administered and successfully implemented should be credited to the many dedicated and 
passionate individuals with which he has worked. This unselfish trait may also attribute to 
the tremendous impact he has made in reaching ever closer to our vision. 

mailto:juanguzman@aol.com
mailto:lewiss@unce.unr.edu
mailto:cobournj@unce.unr.edu


AGENDA ITEM #11



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MARCH 15, 2017 
 

       SUBJECT: Agenda Item # 11 - Discussion for possible action regarding a presentation 
by Kimley-Horn on the Ramsey Canyon Study. (Discussion only).  
  
DISCUSSION:  In 2015, CWSD hired Kimley/Horn to complete the flood mapping for the 
Ramsey Canyon.  This project was funded through a grant from FEMA.  Todd Cochran 
with Kimley/Horn will give a presentation on the Ramsey Canyon Study.     
    
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Receive and file.  



AGENDA ITEM #12



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MARCH 15, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #12 - Discussion regarding an update on the Mercury Site Tour 
and workshop and the CRC Forum on February 21-22, 2017.  (Discussion only) 
 
DISCUSSION:  Staff will provide a brief presentation on the recent Mercury Superfund bus 
tour (Feb. 21) and the Carson River Watershed Management Tour (Feb. 22-23).   
 
Staff partnered with Dave Friedman, Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP)’s 
CR Mercury Site Project Manager, and Andrew Bain, the Federal Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA)’s Carson River Mercury Site Project Manager, to conduct a bus/field tour of 
the Carson River Mercury Superfund Site.  Forty-six people attended the all-day tour. Stops 
included Morgan Mill Park – Carson City, Dayton Valley State Park (Rocky Point Mill) – Lyon 
County, Gold Hill Hotel – Storey County, and Lahontan State Park – Churchill County. The 
tour and speakers were very informative. The tour itinerary, speakers, and tour handouts are 
attached for your review. 
 
For the first time, CWSD staff organized a two-day Carson River Watershed Management 
Forum.  The Forum was jointly funded through CWSD and NDEP.  The Forum was held in 
the theater at the Carson City Community Center which graciously allowed us to use the 
venue and all the technology.  About 100 people attended over the two days.  Speaker 
topics included floodplain protection, Parks and Open Space, algae issues, water quality 
improvements and river/bank stabilization/restoration projects. The program is attached for 
your review. An evaluation survey has been distributed to attendees, and staff will share the 
results during the presentation.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Receive and file. 
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AGENDA ITEM #13



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MARCH 15, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #13 - Discussion regarding an update on the Carson River 
Stewardship Plan.  (Discussion only) 
 
DISCUSSION:  Staff will provide a brief presentation to the Board on the progress being 
made to update the 2007 Carson River Adaptive Stewardship Plan.  Staff will briefly 
describe the purpose of the plan and go over content and next steps. 
    
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Receive and file. 



AGENDA ITEM #14



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MARCH 15, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #14 - Discussion for possible action regarding various bills that 
CWSD may want to support, oppose, or monitor during the 2017 Legislative Committee.  
(For Possible Action)   
 
DISCUSSION:  Attached is the list of BDR/bills that staff is currently monitoring.  Staff will 
give an update on the status of the various bills.  One BDR that staff is recommending that 
CWSD support is BDR 904 which provides for replenishment of the Channel Clearance 
Fund.  Staff believes this BDR will authorize the State to replenish the Clearing and 
Snagging account.   
 
Another Bill the staff recommends supporting is Bill SB 198.  This bill would extend the 
Question 1 Natural Resources bond that was approved by the voters in 2002.  This bill will 
extend the program from 2019 to 2024.  Currently there is $3.5 million dollars remaining in 
this program for river projects along the Carson River.       
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Provide staff with direction as needed.  



                                                                     2017 Legislation Propose

BDR # Bill # BDR Title Sponsor Action

35 Makes various changes relating to collective bargaining. Assemblyman Wheeler

23-44 Revises provisions governing state employees. Assemblyman Ellison

43-89 Revises provisions governing off-highway vehicles. Assemblywoman Titus

101 AJR 4

Calls for Glen Canyon Dam to be decommissioned, drained 

and destroyed. Senator Segerblom Watch

103 Revises provisions governing public administrators. Assemblywoman Titus

110 Revises provisions governing ethics in government. Assemblywoman Dickman

157 Makes various changes relating to certain professions. Assemblyman Stewart

176 AB 32

Revises provisions relating to governmental entities that 

apply pesticides. State Department of Agriculture Participate

177 SB 73

Revises provisions relating to conjunctive water 

management and tools for managing over-appropriated 

groundwater basins

Division of Water Resources of the State Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources Participate

178 SB 74

Revises provisions relating to the planning and development 

of water resources.

Division of Water Resources of the State Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources Support

179 AB 34 Makes various changes relating to state lands.

Division of Water Resources of the State Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources Watch

180 SB 51

Makes various changes relating to the adjudication of 

vested water rights and the appropriation of water.

Division of Water Resources of the State Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources Participate

181 AB 50

Revises provisions relating to the imposition of fees, civil 

penalties and administrative fines by the State 

Environmental Commission.

Division of Water Resources of the State Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources Watch

192

Revises provisions governing certain boards and 

commissions. Assemblywoman Swank

211

Authorizes the creation of park, trail and open space 

districts. Assemblywoman Joiner

220 AB 29

Revises provisions governing the Commission on Off-

Highway Vehicles.

Division of Water Resources of the State Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources Watch

308 AB 209

Revises provisions governing the forfeiture and 

abandonment of water rights. Assemblyman Oscarson Participate

325 Revises provisions relating to taxation. Senator Hardy

336 Makes various changes relating to water. Legislative Committee on Public Lands (NRS 218E.510)

356

Revises provisions relating to grants for capital 

improvements to publicly owned water systems.

Legislative Commission's Subcommittee to Study Water (NRS 

218E.200)

357 Makes various changes relating to water.

Legislative Commission's Subcommittee to Study Water (NRS 

218E.200)

358 Makes various changes relating to water.

Legislative Commission's Subcommittee to Study Water (NRS 

218E.200)

359 Revises provisions relating to water.

Legislative Commission's Subcommittee to Study Water (NRS 

218E.200)

367 Makes various changes relating to water.

Legislative Commission's Subcommittee to Study Water (NRS 

218E.200)

389 AB 42 Makes various changes to the Nevada Public Records Law. Attorney General Watch

441 AB 43

Revises provisions governing the partial abatement of taxes 

levied on residential and other property. Nevada Association of Counties Watch

445 AB 138 Authorizes de minimus rainwater collection for certain uses. Assemblywoman Carlton Support

473

Revises provisions governing financing of flood 

management projects. Assemblyman Sprinkle

492 Revises provisions relating to forestry

Oversight of the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency and the 

Marlette Lake Water System

493 SB 197

Extends the authority to issue bonds for environmental 

improvement projects in the Lake Tahoe Basin.

Oversight of the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency and the 

Marlette Lake Water System watch

494 SB 198

Provides authority for the issuance of general obligation 

bonds for the Conservation and Resource Protection Grant 

Program.

Oversight of the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency and the 

Marlette Lake Water System Support

495

Reorganizes provisions relating to local improvement 

districts.

Oversight of the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency and the 

Marlette Lake Water System

496

Makes various changes relating to general improvement 

districts.

Oversight of the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency and the 

Marlette Lake Water System

499 SB 47

Makes various changes relating to the appropriation of 

water.

Division of Water Resources of the State Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources Participate



                                                                     2017 Legislation Propose

BDR # Bill # BDR Title Sponsor Action

514 Revises provisions relating to revenue. Senator Ratti

518 Revises provisions relating to contractors. Senator Settelmeyer

635 Revises provisions relating to taxation. Senator Settelmeyer

639 AB 114 Revises provisions governing irrigation districts. Assemblywoman Titus Participate

647

Revises provisions governing distribution of proceeds of 

certain taxes to local governments. Assemblywoman Titus

656

Encourages and acknowledges the use of public lands in 

Nevada including state parks. Assemblyman Yeager

667 Revises provisions relating to public works.

710 Revises provisions relating to taxes. Assembly Committee on Taxation

716 AB 193

Requires the fluoridation of water provided by certain 

public water systems and water authorities in certain 

counties. Assemblywoman Joiner watch

735 Revises provisions relating to water.

Assembly Committee on Natural Resources, Agriculture, and 

Mining

736

Revises provisions pertaining to basin water budget 

calculations. Senate Committee on Natural Resources

747 AB 154 Revises provisions governing prevailing wage. Assemblyman Brooks Watch

781 Revises provisions governing public works. Assemblyman Daly

782 AB 152

Revises provisions relating to the investment of public 

money. Assemblyman Kramer Watch

787 SB 134

Revises provisions concerning plans for monitoring, 

management and mitigation relating to water resources. Senator Goicoechea Participate

818 Revises provisions relating to taxes. Senate Committee on Revenue and Economic Development

830 Revises provisions governing taxation. Assemblywoman Jauregui

873 Revises provisions governing taxation. Assemblywoman Bustamante Adams

874 Revises provisions governing taxation. Assemblywoman Bustamante Adams

903

Revises provisions governing the Division of Water 

Resources. Office of Finance in the Office of the Governor

904 Provides for replenishment of the Channel Clearance Fund. Office of Finance in the Office of the Governor Support

905

Revises provisions governing the administration of the 

Humboldt River Decree. Office of Finance in the Office of the Governor

914 Makes various changes relating to taxation. Assemblywoman Bustamante Adams

922 Revises provisions governing certain taxes. Assemblyman Kramer

929 Revises provisions concerning taxation. Senator Kieckhefer

934 Revises provisions pertaining to groundwater allocation. Senate Committee on Natural Resources

935 Revises provisions relating to taxation. Senator Hammond

999 Makes various changes relating to public lands. Senate Committee on Natural Resources

1000 Makes various changes relating to wildlife. Senate Committee on Natural Resources

1008 Revises provisions relating to taxation. Senate Committee on Revenue and Economic Development

1049 Revises provisions governing taxes. Assemblywoman Neal

1078 Makes various changes relating to agriculture. Senate Committee on Natural Resources



AGENDA ITEM #15



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MARCH 15, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #15 - Discussion for possible action regarding Discussion for 
possible action regarding approval of the Tentative FY 2017-18 Budget for the General, 
Acquisition/Construction, and Floodplain Management Funds. (For Possible Action) 
 
DISCUSSION:  On February 28, 2017, the CWSD Finance Committee reviewed the 
proposed Tentative Budgets for FY 2017-18.  This year’s meeting was tougher than past 
Finance Committee meetings because the committee had to cut over $300,000 out of the 
proposed budget.  It should be noted that the amount of Ad Valorem taxes CWSD will 
receive for this fiscal year is less than what we received in Fiscal Year 2009-10 by 
approximately $200,000 (see attached figure).  The committee spent more than half the day 
reviewing the proposed budget and listening to funding requests from various entities in the 
watershed (see attached draft meeting minutes). Based on the discussion at the meeting, 
attached are the proposed tentative budgets recommended by the Finance Committee for 
FY 2017-18 for the General Fund, Acquisition/Construction Fund, and Floodplain 
Management Fund.    
 
Each of the tentative budgets is divided into three columns.  The left column shows the 
proposed budget for FY 2017-18, the center column shows the adopted budget for FY 
2016-17, and the right column shows the projected actual income and expenses for FY 
2016-17.  For the General Fund Tentative Budget the numbers in blue are grant funds and 
the numbers in red are projects the Finance Committee reduced.   
 
Also, attached is a pie chart that shows the percentage of expenses in the General Fund by 
categories of Administration, Projects, Studies, Programs, Projects Funded by Grants, 
Programs Funded by Grants, and Studies Funded by Grants.   
 
The projected income for Ad Valorem taxes is staff's best guess.  The actual projected tax 
figures from the State will not be able until March 25.  Since this report from the State 
comes out after the board meeting, staff is recommending that the State projection for Ad 
Valorem taxes be inserted before the budgets are sent to the State.  
  
FINANCE COMMITTEE and STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approval of the FY 2017-18 
Tentative Budgets for the Acquisition/Construction Fund and the Floodplain Management 
Fund as presented and approval of the General Fund with the actual Ad Valorem tax figures 
when they become available. 
 
    

 

















CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

February 28, 2017, 8:30 A.M. 

 

DRAFT Meeting Minutes 
 

Directors Present: 
 Brad Bonkowski, Carson City 

 Ken Gray, Lyon County 

 Don Jardine, Alpine County 

 Barry Penzel, Douglas County 

 Ernie Schank, Churchill County 

 

Directors Not Present:  none 

 

Staff Present: 

 Edwin James, General Manager 

 Toni Leffler, Secretary 

 

Others Present:   
 Kip Allander, USGS 

 Steve Berris, USGS 

 Jackie Bogdanovicz, Lahontan Conservation District (LCD)  

 Craig Burnside, Carson Valley Conservation District (CVCD) 

 Linda Conlin, River Wranglers 

 Mike Hayes, CVCD 

 Sean Hill, Sierra Nevada Journeys 

 Rob Holley, Dayton Valley Conservation District (DVCD)  

 Dan Kaffer, Alpine Watershed Group 

Jason VanHavel, Storey County 

 Rich Wilkinson, Carson Valley Conservation District (by telephone) 

  

The meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. by Director Schank.  The meeting was held in the 

Conference Room of the Carson Water Subconservancy District, 777 E. William St., #110, Carson 

City, Nevada.  A quorum of the Finance Committee was present. 

 

Item #2 - Public comment. None 

 

Item #3 - Discussion for possible action regarding approval of the minutes from the Finance 

Committee meeting on February 24, 2016.  Director Bonkowski made the motion to approve the 

minutes of the Finance Committee meeting on February 24, 2016, as handed out.  The motion was 

seconded by Director Schank which was unanimously approved, with Directors Penzel and Jardine 

abstaining for not having been at that meeting. 

  

Item #3 - Discussion regarding the tentative General Fund FY 2017-18 budget and 

presentations for proposed projects.  Ed James explained that the grant requests are greater than 

the funds available.  We also have not been able to put any funds into the Acquisition/Construction 

Fund for the past three years.  We will have to address this in our Strategic Planning Session.  He 

explained that the proposed tentative FY 2017-18 budget is shown in the left column, the FY 2016-

17 final budget is the middle column, and the right column reflects the projected actual FY 2016-17 
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income and expenses.  Mr. James will provide a pie chart regarding expense allocation in the Board 

package.   

 

Director Bonkowski noted that Carson City estimates $30 million in new construction this year and 

a proposed $.05 increase in tax rate on new construction.  This could mean an additional $20,000 in 

CWSD revenue.  Director Penzel reported that he met with the Douglas County Assessor yesterday 

who anticipates a minor amount of additional revenue but no decrease.  Lyon County has seen a lot 

of growth.  Director Schank commented that Mr. James has done a good job of painting a realistic 

picture for funding.  Director Penzel suggested ranking the projects and create a standby list of 

projects in the event CWSD has additional funding.   

 

Director Schank asked about emergency funding.  There have been a lot of changes on the river, so 

our first priority needs to be helping the agencies that get the river back in shape after the flood and 

maybe not as much into the programs.  Director Penzel agreed.   

 

Mr. James noted that the Floodplain Management Fund has $152,000 earmarked for flood 

protection/repair.  The funding for repairing diversion structures after past flood events came from 

FEMA (75%), CWSD (12.5%), and individuals (12.5%).  Repairs in 2006 cost approximately 

$440,000.  We can’t fix the whole river, but we can focus on the diversion structures as valuable 

flood control.  Director Penzel suggested keeping in mind what things support the main issue:  the 

river and flooding on the river.  The other projects can be put on the “nice to do” list.  Also, FEMA 

has declared a State of Emergency, but where is the money?  Mr. James responded that most of the 

work will be done in the summer and fall.  Director Penzel urged getting the projects accomplished, 

speeding things up.  We don’t get things done until we have the money, so when will the money 

come?  Mr. James responded that State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is a bigger issue to 

address in order to get the permitting.  Director Penzel conceded that the second criteria is the speed 

with which we can more effectively get the project done.   

 

Director Bonkowski asked about funds set aside for “planning” in the Floodplain Management 

Fund.  Mr. James explained that it is like a contingency fund.  The first priority is to clean the river 

and stabilize the banks; the second is flood repair from Floodplain Management Fund; and the third 

is the speed of project completion.  Mr. James explained that some of flood repair can come from 

Floodplain Management Fund, but we need to save some funds for potential flooding next year.  

Director Schank noted that some of the funds expended this year won’t have to be spent next year 

with the channels cleared.  We may be in a two to three year flooding cycle because of how wet the 

snow is in the mountain.   

 

GENERAL FUND Income:  Mr. James explained that on the budget, the items in blue are grant 

funding and the items in red are new requests that may be altered to balance the budget.  Director 

Penzel noted that conservation districts should maybe go farther down the list, but Mr. James 

explained that they are the ones who get the work done on the ground for us and that is what their 

requests are for. 

 

Director Bonkowski noted that Carson City is expecting a 2.6% increase instead of the 2.3% which 

Mr. James projected.  Staff will get the exact numbers from the Tax Department at the end of 

March, which will be reflected in the final budget.  CWSD gets interest from investment in various 
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CDs.  Carson City expects to lease all the available water from both Mud Lake (#5022-00) and Lost 

Lakes (#5023-00) this year.  Mr. James went over the grant income which is comprised of pass-

through income accounts with expense accounts to offset them.     

 

Administrative budget:  Mr. James explained that the increases in Salaries (#7015-00) and 

Benefits (#7020-00) are based on the merit or longevity and COLA increases for employees who 

qualify.  Benefits are higher in case Shane elects to take our insurance instead of being on his 

wife’s, so benefits usually come in lower.  We do get reimbursed for staff time from each grant in 

an amount of about 25% of the salaries account budget.  During FY 2016-17, CWSD purchased a 

new printer and replaced three computers because of unexpected computer problems which is 

reflected in the higher actual expenditures than budget for office equipment (#7111-00). 

 

Mr. James explained that there is not enough income to fund all the project requests this year and 

there are no transfers anticipated to the Floodplain Fund (#8009-00) or the Acquisition/ 

Construction (A/C) Fund (#8002-00).  He explained that the Acquisition/Construction Fund is for 

regional water systems.  It can only be increased by transfers from General Fund and investment 

income.  At one point, it was up to almost $2 million, but it currently down to about $660,000 

because we have funded several construction projects.  The list of potential regional projects would 

cost about $1,500,000.  Mr. James has already notified the groups making project requests that there 

is a shortfall in the CWSD budget this year and urged the group to consider what the minimum 

amount would be with which they could still conduct their projects. 

 

Multi-Year and Ongoing Projects: 

Professional Outside Services (#7114-00) –This account covers CWSD web and internet services 

and other unknown projects that may come up over the next fiscal year.  $15,000 is budgeted for 

this account because of computer problems.   

 

Lost Lakes and Mud Lake Expenses (#7117-00 & #7118-00) – Lost Lakes expenses are high 

because of dam fees.  Mud Lake always provides an income source with few expenses.  Director 

Bonkowski noted that Carson City will take whatever they can get to rest their wells.  Director 

Penzel asked if Carson City decreases its demand from the intertie because of water from Lost 

Lakes and Mud Lake.  Director Bonkowski responded that the water replaces groundwater usage.    

Mr. James explained that we measure amount released and the amount Carson City takes, with 7% 

transportation loss. 

 

Integrated Watershed Projects (#7120-00, -07, -25) - Most of these projects are pass-through 

grants.  The watershed bus tour expense is covered by the fee and sponsors.   

 

Environmental Education Coordinator Program (#7125-00) - Mr. James explained that this is a 

highly respected River Wranglers program covered by a NDEP grant, and Linda Conlin will give a 

presentation on it later in the meeting.   

 

Noxious Weeds Control (#7404-00) - Mr. James pointed out that budgeting $75,000 would give 

each county $15,000 for noxious weed control.  This money is being matched by federal grants.   
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FEMA MAS #6 (#7427-00) - This phase has several study project areas which are almost completed 

and has $7,760 budgeted for FY 2017-18. 

 

FEMA MAS #7 (#7432-00) – This newest round of approved FEMA-funded projects has been 

budgeted for $356,809 in FY 2017-18 as a pass-through grant. 

 

Watershed Literacy Implementation (#7429-00) – As the continuation of the Watershed Literacy 

Program, this phase refined the survey results, created a Spanish version of the printed Watershed 

Map, and will reconfigure the online interactive Watershed Map.  Only $254 is required in FY 

2017-18 for this pass-through grant. 

 

Watershed Literacy Implementation-Phase III (#7433-00) – This third phase of the Watershed 

Literacy grant is budgeted for $48,360 to hire a marketing firm to design a Healthy Watershed 

campaign with messages connecting people with their watershed, addressing polluted runoff, 

encouraging floodplain protection, and linking drinking water to the Carson River watershed.  There 

will also be components for putting an interactive version of the Spanish Watershed Map on the 

CWSD website and hiring a consultant to create a Geomorphology 101 class for county staff and 

elected officials. 

 

National Fish & Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) Weed Grant (#7430-00) - This two-year grant for 

noxious weed treatment is completed and does not include funding in FY 2017-18.  Shane has been 

working with NFWF regarding an issue to do with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

for the grant.   

 

BLM Weed Grant (#7431-00) – This is the second year of a two-year grant from the Bureau of Land 

Management for treating weed on BLM land adjacent to private/county-owned properties, budgeted 

for $14,000 in FY 2017-18. 

 

Alpine County CASGEM (#7600-09) - The California Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring 

(CASGEM) is a program that California has initiated to monitor groundwater levels.  Staff gathers 

and prepares the data.  Alpine County reimburses CWSD for its time. 

 

Regional Pipeline Payment to Douglas County (#7610-10) - Mr. James explained that CWSD 

committed $125,000/yr. for 20 years to both Douglas County and Carson City toward the debt 

service on the Douglas County/Carson City Regional Pipeline Intertie.  CWSD paid for upsizing the 

system.  Public entities may use the additional capacity without cost, but if a private entity wants to 

use it, CWSD would recuperate its investment. 

 

Regional Pipeline Payment to Carson City (#7620-11) – This is the on-going debt service payment 

to Carson City for the Douglas County/Carson City pipeline intertie.   

 

Lahontan Valley Water Level Measurement Program (#7640-09) – Project Proposal #1 – This is a 

three-year contract.  They didn’t spend as much last year so there is more in the budget for this year.   

 

Dixie Valley Water Level Measurement Program (#7640-16) – Project Proposal #2 – An agreement 

is in place for this unusual project because Dixie Valley could be a source of water for Churchill 
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County.  This is year two of three-year contract.  Groundwater recharge takes a long time in 

Churchill County so it won’t be greatly affected by this wet year. 

 

Director Gray joined the meeting at 9:20 a.m.  The committee to a brief  

break at 9:25 a.m., and the meeting resumed at 9:35 a.m. 

 

County and Carson River Projects: 

River Wranglers - Carson River Work Days & Vegetation Management (#7332-00) - Project 

proposal #3 – This funding is used to match other grants.  Linda Conlin explained that they work 

with the conservation districts, county departments, and private contributors to conduct the Carson 

River Work Days.  The program pairs two-to-five fourth and fifth grade elementary school students 

with a high school FFA and science student to mentor them on the field trips.  The grant request 

would allow for $2,500 per county for Work Days, and the remaining money is spent on 

conservation district needs that don’t easily get covered in typical conservation group grants.  River 

Wranglers is requesting $2,000 for overhead and travel and an additional $6,000 to help pay for half 

of the living expenses of the AmeriCorps volunteer who River Wranglers shares half time with 

Alpine Watershed Group.  The total request for $32,000 is to do education and outreach, as well as 

work with the conservation districts on projects.  In 2016, the program conducted work days which 

involved 1,091 student participants from 12 elementary and six high schools.  All funds from 

CWSD are used as match for other funding.  Ms. Conlin requested that the program be granted at 

least as much as last year:  $26,000  

 

Alpine Watershed Group – Upper Carson River Watershed Programs (#7600-05) – Project 

proposal #3 –Sarah Green requested $25,000 and explained that funding from CWSD is at the core 

of the Alpine Watershed Group (AWG) program and used as leverage for bigger grants.  AWG’s 

four primary programs are water monitoring, water quality, youth education, and community 

outreach, most focused in the Carson River watershed.  Markleeville Creek Day is the largest work 

day and has received an outpouring of volunteer support.  The East Fork Carson River restoration is 

an Off-Highway Vehicles (OHV) restoration project to keep OHV out of the stream corridor.  To 

date, 1.2 miles of corridor and five miles of habitat has been restored.  The Hope Valley Restoration 

Project is completing this year but another reach has been identified for work between two restored 

areas.  AWG is working with broad spectrum of partnerships.  CWSD’s grant funding is critical to 

their program infrastructure/general program management.  When asked their minimum amount to 

function, Sarah responded that they needed at least the same as this year:  $22,000.   

 

“Living with Beaver” Project - Dan Kaffer – Project proposal #4A – Mr. Kaffer explained that tens 

of thousands of dollars are spent in beaver trapping.  The population has skyrocketed.  There are 

100 beaver dams between Sorensen’s and Red Lake.  This project proposes to do stabilization of an 

area in Faith Valley eroded by beaver dam head cut.  The total project cost is $11,000, with $6,600 

in donated materials and labor and a request for $4,000 from CWSD.  Mr. Kaffer will come before 

the CWSD Board with a presentation on beaver management.  River otters kill beaver so 

introducing river otters back into the system that may be a solution to controlling the beaver 

population.       

 

Carson Valley Conservation District (CVCD) - Carson Valley Streambank Bioengineering and 

Erosion Control Project (#7337-15) - Project proposal #5 - Mike Hayes explained that CVCD is 
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active in river restoration and repairs.  His meeting with most of the ranchers and the East Fork Fire 

Protection District prior to atmospheric rivers coming through and removing 50,000 cubic yards of 

material near the hospital was very successful.  CVCD is active with entities in the county to assess 

damage and grade control structure damage.  He noted that residents of the Aspen Trailer Park must 

be evacuated during flooding.   

 

Carson Valley Conservation District (CVCD) – Bank Stabilization Cradlebaugh Phase #1 (#7337-

17) – Mr. Hayes explained that Rich Wilkinson would do hard rock repairs while Mr.  Hayes does 

bioengineering/revegetation.  Their request is modified to request that CWSD grant funds to CVCD 

and let the CVCD Board determine how to use the resources.   Mr. Hayes spoke with Nevada 

Department of Transportation (NDOT) who is on board to be a partner upstream of Cradlebaugh 

Bridge.  High water events has impacted NDOT structures.  NDOT wants to do work like that done 

at Cradlebaugh to other six bridges in Carson Valley.  He requested that funding be more flexible to 

use as CVCD Board determines to be higher priorities.  They will work on getting NDWP and 

EQUIP grants.  Spring runoff can create additional flooding.  Conservation districts need state 

clearing and snagging funding as soon as possible.   

 

Director Penzel asked about the source of flooding on Hwy. 395 between Minden and Carson City.  

Unless NDOT increases the capacity of water under the highway, it will flood there during high 

water events.  Mr. Hayes noted that NDOT might add a culvert in the future.  The Fire Chief is 

concerned about road closure for emergency services.     

 

Dayton Valley Conservation District – Lyon County Rolling A Open Space below River Park 

(#7337-31) – Project proposal #7 – Rob Holley explained that Dayton Valley Conservation District 

(DVCD) requested carry over of $65,747 from FY 2016-17 because of the continued delays in the 

permitting process to get work done last fall.  He has received estimates of FEMA funding to help 

address the project on the Minor Ranch.  He is hopeful to get grant from the U.S. Forest Service 

(USFS) through Lyon County Open Space.  The area is covered in uncontrolled vegetation and 

perennial pepperweed at Rolling A.  Lyon County now has water to those open space areas so that 

range seedings can be irrigated.  This grant is a stop gap until the Fire Protection grant comes 

through for floodplain restoration with the additional benefit of reducing fire hazard to the nearby 

subdivision.   

 

Dayton Valley Conservation District – Project MCR 020C (#7337-31) – Project proposal #8 – 

$87,500.  Mr. Holley explained that grants to Dayton Valley Conservation District (DVCD) is 

match for NDEP funding on bends of the river where no rip rap was installed.  They have started 

the archeological part of the project using NDEP funding and want to stabilize the banks so water 

won’t continue to encroach on four private properties. 

 

Storey County Weed Abatement (#7337-32) - Project proposal #9 -  Austin Osborne, via 

teleconference, explained that Storey County is requesting $2,500 to continue the progress made on 

the weed treatment they've accomplished over the past several years.  Weed abatement started in 

2008-2009 in Six and Seven Mile Canyons and expanded to Gold Hill and Silver City.  DVCD and 

Storey County shares resources.  Storey County will contribute $12,000, and DVCD and Storey 

County will make in-kind contributions.  The focus is on hoary cress and other invasive weeds, 

supporting progress made from past years’ spraying.  
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Lahontan Conservation District – Lower Carson River Clearing and Snagging (#7337-04) - Project 

proposal #10 - Jackie Bogdanovicz asked for $20,000 for Clearing and Snagging projects in the 

lower Carson River.  From Diversion Dam to Sagouspi Lane, Lahontan Conservation District 

(LCD) removed most beaver dams last year so there are fewer beavers to relocate.  They have had 

vegetation ingrowth which has been addressed by Nevada Division of Forestry (NDF) crews by 

scalping islands and removed large trees.  The recent influx of water is expecting increase the 

beaver population.  LCD would be grateful to receive $15,000.     

 

Lahontan Conservation District – Carson River Channel Below Diversion Dam to the Carson River 

Sink (#7337-__) – Project Proposal #11 – Ms. Bogdanovicz explained that funds are for sand bar 

removal and bank stabilization.  The channel capacity has increased and will need bank stabilization 

after the water recedes.   

 

Sierra Nevada Journeys (SNJ) Family Night (#7404-00) - Project proposal #12 – Sean Hill 

presented Sierra Nevada Journey’s (SNJ) funding request and explained that he oversees the 

educational programs to teach kids about outdoor sciences.  Also, their mission is to get kids to 

think critically--how to think, not what to think.  They conduct family science nights with stations 

for stormwater and groundwater models.  Regarding funding and sustainability, they charge a small 

program fee to the schools, but this funding request is for background support for five family nights.  

The request is for $3,800, but they could do four events for $3,000.   

 

A short break was taken at 10:40 a.m.  The meeting resumed at 10:57 a.m. 

 

USGS Projects 

USGS Stream Gages (#7500-00) – Director Schank asked why more was budgeted this year than 

last year for stream gages.  Mr. James responded that this is a multi-year contract, and the USGS 

didn’t bill us enough last year, so we make up for it this year.  Steve Berris, Data Chief for the State 

of Nevada, and Kip Allander, Studies Chief for Northern Nevada, explained that the USGS provides 

a matching funds shortage allocation, but the Data Center’s matching funds have decreased by 15%, 

causing the customer’s portion to increase by 9%.  The surface water monitoring program consists 

of nine gaging stations in the Carson Basin (under proposal #15).  The agreements are for two years.  

The cost to CWSD will be $76,500/yr.   USGS has been running cost scenarios to decrease costs by 

dropping real time on the Daggett Creek gage (#4).  This gage is not used for flood warning so real 

time readings are not as necessary.  This saves $1,030/yr., and the USGS could transfer those 

matching funds to the Dayton Bridge gage.  Director Penzel asked why there are such large 

differences between the costs of the gages.  Mr. Berris explained that some of the gages have other 

funding partners.  The cost is $18,000 annually per gage which includes O&M every six weeks or 

more often as warranted.     

 

Lyon County Utilities Department – USGS Maintenance Costs for River Gage in Dayton (#7630-

10) – Project proposal #14 – The request from Mike Workman is for $10,750, but the request may 

be reduced to $5,375.  Steve Berris noted that USGS does not fund this gage. 

 

USGS – Douglas County Groundwater Collection Data (#7508-00) – Project proposal #16 – Mr. 

Berris noted that the $16,620 request measures 100 groundwater wells quarterly and 10 annually to 
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determine many factors, such as nitrates and water level.  If the USGS changes to semi-annual 

measurements, it would reduce the costs by $2,180/yr.  Matching funds from the USGS could be 

reapplied to another task.    

 

USGS – Arsenic Study (New Project) – Project Proposal #17- Kip Allandar explained that this study 

is an extension of work done with CWSD last year looking at existing data and conditions which 

allows arsenic to be mobile.  Arsenic concentrations increase with the depth of aquifer which may 

affect public supply wells.  This proposal is to gather additional information to help characterize 

arsenic concentration for public supply wells, such as geochemical conditions, depth profile, and 

coordination with water purveyors to understand the mobility potential for arsenic.  The total cost is 

$43,000.  The USGS is matching 30%, with an additional $700 from the Nevada Bureau of Mines.  

They are asking CWSD for $29,400 to collect additional data to make the findings from last year’s 

project more conclusive.   

 

New Projects 

Planet Savvy – 2017 Carson Canyon Mill Site Discharge Mapping (New Project) – Project Proposal 

#18 – Requesting $3,500, Lynn Zonge from Resource Concepts Inc. (RCI) explained that this 

project is to capitalize on the fresh cut banks and lack of vegetation from the flood waters.  It is for 

soils to be sampled for mercury.  While on a float down the river she noticed yellow mercury 

markings along banks which would be helpful to map and easier to do this year.  Mr. James asked if 

EPA or NDEP could help fund the project.  Ms. Zonge said they would like to come and take some 

random sampling but weren’t offering funding.  Shane Fryer would be the drone operator, and RCI 

has the boating equipment to take the group downstream.   

 

NSHE DRI – Revised Review of Streamflow and Climate Records in the Carson System 1940-2017 

(New Project) – Project Proposal #19 -– Dr. Alexandra Lutz explained that in 2009 DRI helped 

evaluate climate records.  With the spring happening earlier the plants are blooming earlier.  From 

1940-2009, DRI looked at four gages which showed a forward shift of spring flow which is 

statistically significant from March to June.  This could possibly be because the minimum average 

temperature is higher, a suggested loss of streamflow between the upper and lower gages, and 

relatively more streamflow at Fort Churchill because of a decrease of agriculture since 1940.  There 

has been no change in overall precipitation, rainfall, or snow water equivalent.  This is to update the 

charts to include 2017.  The study would start in October.  Technology has made it easier to access 

data trends.  DRI would update all charts, maps, and plots and provide the information to CWSD to 

help inform decision making for the future.  Dr. Lutz would like to publish this information in 

comparison with the Walker River Watershed to get a better idea of the climate in our area.  Their 

initial request of $18,178 was reduced by $5,000.  DRI will cover one-third and two-thirds coming 

from CWSD. 

 

The committee took a break for lunch at 12:20 p.m. and resumed the meeting at 12:50 p.m.  

 

Item #4 - Discussion regarding the tentative Acquisition/Construction and tentative 

Floodplain Management Funds FY 2016-17 budgets.  Mr. James explained that the 

Acquisition/Construction Fund is for regional projects.  There is not a lot of activity in this fund; it 

is more identifying and holding funds for projects. 
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In the Floodplain Management Fund, with all the flood damage that has occurred it is anticipated 

there will be requests for funding assistance. 

 

Item #5 - Discussion for possible action regarding recommendations for the tentative General 

Fund, Acquisition/Construction Fund, and Floodplain Management Fund FY 2016-17 

budgets.   
The Finance Committee agreed to the following changes to the proposed budget:   

• Outside Professional Services – 10,000 

• Sierra Nevada Journeys' Family Nights - $3,000 

• USGS Stream Gauges - $75,530 

• USGS Groundwater Collection – Douglas County - $14,440 

• Carson River Work Days - $26,000 

• Combined CVCD Projects- $80,000 

• Combined DVCD Projects - $75,000 

• Storey County Weed Management - $2,000 

• Combined Lahontan Conservation District Projects - $30,000 

• Alpine Watershed Group - $20,000 

• Lyon County's Dayton Gage - $5,375 

• USGS Dayton Flood Gage - $3,925 

• Preliminary Planning reduced by $20,000 

 

Director Penzel made the motion that the Finance Committee recommend that the tentative budget 

General Fund be approved as adjusted above.  Director Jardine seconded the motion which was 

unanimously approved by the Finance Committee.   

 

Director Bonkowski made the motion that the Finance Committee recommend that the tentative 

budgets for the Acquisition/Construction and Flood Management Funds be approved as submitted.  

Director Gray seconded the motion which was unanimously approved by the Finance Committee.   

 

No public comment.  There being no further business to come before the Finance Committee, 

Director Bonkowski made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Director Gray, and the 

meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Toni Leffler 

Secretary 



AGENDA ITEM #16



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MARCH 15, 2017 
 

       SUBJECT: Agenda Item #16 - Discussion for possible action regarding funding for flood 
avoidance and damage. (For Possible Action)   
 
DISCUSSION:  There is a saying that every drought ends in a flood, and this year is no 
exception.  The added twist this year is the amount of snow water equivalent there is in the 
upper watershed.  Even if we get no more precipitation for the rest of the year, there is 
enough water in the upper watershed to flood Churchill County during runoff season.   
 
After the 1997 and 2006 federally declared disasters, CWSD assisted with the repairs to the 
various diversions (also known as grade control structures) along the Carson River.  Not 
only did CWSD help to deal with the FEMA paper work, but CWSD also provided some 
matching funds.   
 
In Fiscal Year 2009-10, CWSD created the Floodplain Management Fund.  One of the 
purposes of the Fund was to provide some financial assistance to farmers impacted by a 
flood event.  The Fund was also used to help counties deal with flood projects such as the 
Highway 88 Culvert project in Douglas County.  Since this is the first time CWSD has had a 
federally declared disaster since the Fund account was created, staff is looking for direction 
on how much funding assistance we can provide and what process we want to use 
regarding what projects we want to help fund.    
    
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Provide direction to staff.  



AGENDA ITEM #17



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MARCH 15, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #17 - Discussion for possible action regarding the runoff 
prediction for 2017 
 
DISCUSSION:  Staff will give an update on the current 2017 runoff prediction. 
    
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Receive and file. 



STAFF REPORTS 



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  MARCH 15, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #18 - Staff reports.  (For Information Only) 
 
DISCUSSION: The following is a list of meetings/activities attended by Ed James and staff 
since the last Board meeting on February 15, 2017: 

• 2/16/17 – Toni listened to the AB42 hearing by the Assembly Committee on 

Government Affairs online. 

• 2/16/17 – Ed participated in a NWRA Board meeting in Reno. 

• 2/21/17 – Ed, Brenda, Shane, and Debbie participated in the EPA/NDEP Mercury 

Superfund Site tour in Lyon County. 

• 2/22-23/17 – Ed, Brenda, Shane, and Debbie participated in the 2017 CRC 

Watershed Forum in Carson City and the EPA/NDEP Mercury workshop. 

• 2/24/17 – Ed, Brenda, Shane, and Debbie met to discuss the Request for 

Qualifications (RFQ) for Discovery and Floodplain Management. 

• 2/28/17 – Ed and Toni participated in the CWSD Finance Committee meeting to 

discuss the FY 2017-18 budget and hear presentations for project grant requests. 

• 2/28/17 – Ed gave a presentation regarding CWSD to the Nevada Senate Committee 

on Natural Resources. 

• 2/28-3/2/17 – Debbie participated in an Emergency Management Cost Benefit class. 

• 3/1/17 – Ed met with Mike Workman, Lyon County Utilities Manager, and Damon 

McAllister of Farr West regarding the USGS collecting LiDAR data for the Mark 

Twain area. 

• 3/1/17 – Brenda listened to the National Weather Service weather briefing. 

• 3/2/17 – Ed attended the hearings for SB74 and SB51 by the Senate Committee on 

Natural Resources at the Legislature. 

• 3/3/17 – Ed participated in a meeting with Carson Valley ranchers, the East Fork Fire 

Department, and Douglas County staff regarding flood repairs in Douglas County. 

• 3/6/17 – Brenda helped Linda Conlin of River Wranglers with the Montessori 

School’s trout release at Baily Pond in Carson City. 

• 3/6/17 – Ed listened to the AB79 hearing by the Assembly Committee on 

Government Affairs online. 

• 3/6/17 – Brenda participated in the Nevada Booklet Check-In conference call. 

• 3/7/17 – Brenda and Debbie met to discuss the video projects 

• 3/7/17 – Ed attended a Truckee Carson Irrigation District Board meeting regarding 

the Bureau of Reclamation update on the releases from Lahontan Reservoir and 

impacts. 

• 3/7/17 – Ed gave an update on the flood repairs to the Dayton Valley Conservation 

District (DVCD) Board in Dayton. 
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• 3/8/17 – Ed, Brenda, and Debbie participated in a Carson River Flood Management 

Workshop in Carson City. 

• 3/8/17 – Ed, Brenda, Debbie, and Toni participated in a Risk Mapping, Assessment, 

and Planning (MAP) Charter meeting. 

• 3/8/17 – Brenda met with Austin Osborne of Storey County to discuss Storey County 

projects to include in the Stewardship Plan Update. 

• 3/9/17 – Ed and Brenda participated in an Alluvial Fan Workshop update conference 

call.   

• 3/10/17 – Debbie helped Linda Conlin of the River Wranglers with a Trout in the  

Classroom fish release at Baily Pond. 

• 3/14/17 – Ed participated in a Carson Truckee Water Conservancy District (CTWCD) 

Board of Directors meeting.   

• 3/14/17 – Brenda participated in an EPA Science to Achieve Results (STAR) Grants 

webinar.   

 

Additional meetings/activities anticipated by staff until the end of March include: 

• 3/16/17 – Ed will attend the Lyon County Board of Commissioners meeting regarding 

a Ramsey Canyon presentation by Kimley-Horn. 

• 3/16/17 – Debbie will participate in the FEMA Mapping Information Platform (MIP) 

Users call. 

• 3/27/17 – Staff will meet with Chris Utley of Geeks of Nevada to discuss a 

comprehensive computer networking plan.   

• 3/29/17 – Shane and Toni will participate in a 2017 Flood Awareness Week (FAW) 

planning meeting.   

• 3/29/17 – Brenda will participate in a Clean Water State Revolving Fund webinar. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Receive and file.  
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