
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

 

DATE:  June 20, 2018 

TIME:  6:30 P.M. 

LOCATION: Douglas County Commission Chambers 
  1616 Eighth St. 
  Minden, NV   
 
The meeting will be preceded by a tour of the Carson River sites along Hwy. 88 in Douglas 
County, NV at 3:30 p.m., followed by dinner at the Francisco’s Mexican Restaurant, 1588 N. Hwy. 
395, Minden, NV at 5:00 p.m.  A quorum of the CWSD Directors may be present at the events 
preceding the board meeting but no action will be taken. 
 

AGENDA 
 
Please Note:  The Carson Water Subconservancy District (CWSD) Board may: 1) take agenda 
items out of order; 2) combine two or more items for consideration; and/or 3) remove an item from 
the agenda or delay discussion related to an item at any time.  Reasonable efforts will be made to 
assist and accommodate individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the meeting.  Please 
contact Toni Leffler at (775)887-7450 (mailto:toni@cwsd.org), at least three days in advance so 
that arrangements can be made. 
 

1. Call to Order the CWSD Board of Directors 
2. Roll Call 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 
4. For Discussion Only:  Public Comment - Action may not be taken on any matter brought 

up under public comment until scheduled on an agenda for action at a later meeting. 
5. For Possible Action:  Approval of Agenda  
6. For Possible Action:  Approval of the Board Meeting Minutes of May 16, 2018.  

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Please Note:  All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and may be 
acted upon by the Board of Directors with one action and without an extensive hearing.  Any 
member of the board or any citizen may request that an item be taken from the consent 
agenda, discussed and acted upon separately during this meeting. 
 
7. For Possible Action:  Approval of Treasurer’s Report for May 2018.  
8. For Possible Action:  Payment of Bills for May 2018.  
9. For Possible Action:  Approval of Interlocal Agreement #2018-8 with River Wranglers for 

Conserve Carson River Work Days and Vegetation Management. 
10. For Possible Action:  Approval of Interlocal Agreement #2018-9 with Alpine Watershed 

Group for Upper Carson River Watershed Programs. 
 

**END OF CONSENT AGENDA** 
 

RECESS TO CONVENE AS THE  
CARSON RIVER WATERSHED COMMITTEE  

 
11. Roll Call 
12. For Discussion Only:  Public Comment - Action may not be taken on any matter brought 

up under public comment until scheduled on an agenda for action at a later meeting. 

CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AND CARSON RIVER WATERSHED COMMITTEE 
 

mailto:toni@cwsd.org
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13. For Possible Recommendation:  Approval to submit for the Bureau of Reclamation 
WaterSMART Water Marketing Strategy Grant to develop the Carson River Watershed 
Water Market (Exchange/Transfer) Program. 

14. For Possible Recommendation: Approval of Resolution #2018-1 authorizing application 
to the Bureau of Reclamation for a WaterSMART Water Marketing Strategy Grant to 
fund the Carson River Watershed Water Market (Exchange/Transfer) Program. 

15. For Possible Recommendation:  Approval to change CWSD office space from Suites 
#102 and #103 to Suite #111 with accompanying rent increase.  

16. For Possible Recommendation:  Approval to submit a grant application for FEMA 
Cooperating Technical Partner funds. 

17. For Discussion Only:  Public Comment - Action may not be taken on any matter brought 
up under public comment until scheduled on an agenda for action at a later meeting. 
 

ADJOURN TO RECONVENE AS 
THE CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
18. For Possible Action: Approval to submit for the Bureau of Reclamation WaterSMART 

Grant to develop a Water Marketing Strategy Grant to develop the Carson River 
Watershed Water Market (Exchange/Transfer) Program. 

19. For Possible Action:  Approval of Resolution #2018-1 authorizing application to the 
Bureau of Reclamation for a WaterSMART Water Marketing Strategy Grant to fund the 
Carson River Watershed Water Market (Exchange/Transfer) Program  

20. For Possible Action:  Approval to change CWSD office space from Suites #102 and 
#103 to Suite #111 with accompanying rent increase.  

21. For Possible Action:  Approval to submit a grant application for FEMA Cooperating 
Technical Partners funds. 

22. For Discussion Only:  Staff Reports  - General Manager 
      - Legal 
      - Correspondence 
23. For Discussion Only:  Directors Reports  
24. For Discussion Only:  Update on activities in Alpine County. 
25. For Discussion Only:  Update on activities in Storey County. 
26. For Discussion Only:  Public Comment - Action may not be taken on any matter brought 

up under public comment until scheduled on an agenda for action at a later meeting. 
27. For Possible Action:  Adjournment 
 
Supporting material for this meeting may be requested from Toni Leffler at 775-887-7450 
(mailto:toni@cwsd.org) and is available at the CWSD offices at 777 E. William St., #110A, 
Carson City, NV 89701 and on the CWSD website at www.cwsd.org. 
 
In accordance with NRS 241.020, this notice and agenda has been posted at the following locations 
: 
 -Dayton Utilities Complex   -Minden Inn Office Complex 
  34 Lakes Blvd   .   1594 Esmeralda Avenue 
  Dayton, NV      Minden, NV 
 
 -Lyon County Administrative Building  -Churchill County Administrative Complex 
  27 S. Main St.      155 N Taylor St. 
  Yerington, NV      Fallon, NV 

mailto:toni@cwsd.org
file:///C:/Users/toni/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/2016%20Meetings/MAR%202016/www.cwsd.org
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 -Carson City Hall    -Carson Water Subconservancy District Office 
  201 N. Carson St.     777 E. William St., #110A 
  Carson City, NV     Carson City, NV 
 

-Alpine County Administrative Building  -CWSD website: 
  99 Water St.      http://www.cwsd.org  
  Markleeville, CA 
 
       -State public meetings website: 
        http://notice.nv.gov 
  
 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
 
The undersigned affirms that on or before 9:00 A.M. on June 14, 2018, he/she posted a copy of the Notice 
of Public Meeting and Agenda for the June 20, 2018, regular meeting of the Carson Water 
Subconservancy District and the Carson River Watershed Committee, in accordance with NRS 241.020; 
said agenda was posted at the following location:  
____________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
     ____________________________________________________ 

     SIGNATURE 

     Name:  ______________________________________________ 

     Title:  _______________________________________________ 

     Date & Time of Posting:  ________________________________ 



AGENDA ITEM #6 

 

MINUTES OF LAST 

BOARD MEETING 
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CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND 

CARSON RIVER WATERSHED COMMITTEE MEETING 

May 16, 2018, 6:30 P.M. 

DRAFT Minutes 

 

Chairman Abowd called the meeting of the Carson Water Subconservancy District (CWSD) to 

order at 6:32 p.m. in the Conference Room of Dayton Utilities, 34 Lakes Blvd., Dayton NV.  

Roll call of the CWSD Board was taken and a quorum was determined to be present.   

 

CWSD Directors present:   

Karen Abowd, Chairman 

Brad Bonkowski 

Carl Erquiaga, Vice Chairman 

Ken Gray 

Barry Penzel 

Chuck Roberts 

Ernie Schank 

Fred Stodieck 

 

Directors not present:   

Don Frensdorff 

Doug Johnson 

Steve Thaler 

 

Staff present: 

Edwin James, General Manager 

Patrick King, Legal Counsel 

Toni Leffler, Administrative Assistant/Secretary to the Board 

 

Also present:  

David Griffith, Alpine County 

Jack Jacobs, Jacobs Family Berry Farm 

Mike Kellogg, JE Fuller, Inc. 

Austin Osborne, Storey County 

Andrew Roberts, private citizen 

Bettina Scherer, NV Dept. of Conservation & Natural Resources 

Richard Waskowsky, JE Fuller, Inc. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Director Abowd. 

 

Item #4 – Discussion Only:  Public Comment –   

 

Item #5 – For Possible Action:  Approval of Agenda.  Director Schank made the motion to 

approve the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Director Stodieck and unanimously approved 

by the CWSD Board.   
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Item #6 – For Discussion and Possible Action:  Approval of the Board Meeting Minutes 

from April 18, 2018.  Director Gray made the motion to approve the Minutes of the Board 

meeting on April 18, 2018.  The motion was seconded by Director Penzel and unanimously 

approved by the CWSD Board, with Directors Bonkowski and Schank abstaining for not having 

been at that meeting.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Item #7 – For Possible Action:  Approval of Treasurer’s Report for April 2018.   

 

Item #8 – For Possible Action:  Payment of Bills for April 2018. 

 

Item #9 – For Possible Action:  Approval of the Legal Services Agreement with Patrick O. 

King, Esq. of King & Russo, Ltd. as CWSD’s new legal counsel.   

 

Item #11 – To have Director Gray and Director Roberts change places on the Finance 

Committee and Administrative Committee. 

 

Director Bonkowski requested that Item #10 be pulled from the consent agenda.  Director 

Schank made the motion to approve Items #7-9 and #11 of the Consent Agenda.  The motion was 

seconded by Director Erquiaga and unanimously approved by the CWSD Board. 

 

**END OF CONSENT AGENDA** 

 

Item #10 – For Possible Action:  Approval of Agreement #2018-7 Addressing Funding from 

Alpine County, California to Carson Water Subconservancy District for a Groundwater 

Elevation Monitoring Program (CASGEM).  Mr. James explained that Item #5 of the 

agreement was missing the last word which was “terminated.”  Director Penzel asked about the 

reference to the Carson Valley Water Basin and wondered if it should include the words “in 

Nevada.”  Mr. James responded that the portion of the Carson Valley Water Basin which is 

included in the program is in California. 

 

Director Bonkowski made the motion to approve Agreement #2018-7 Addressing Funding from 

Alpine County, California to Carson Water Subconservancy District for a Groundwater 

Elevation Monitoring Program.  The motion was seconded by Director Penzel and unanimously 

approved by the Board. 

 

RECESS TO CONVENE AS  

THE CARSON RIVER WATERSHED COMMITTEE 

 

Item #12 – Roll Call – Director Abowd convened the Carson River Watershed Committee and a 

roll call was taken. 

 

Committee Members present:   

 CWSD Directors as present in roll call above 
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David Griffith, Alpine County 

 Austin Osborne, Storey County 

 

Committee Members not present:   

Don Frensdorff 

Don Jardine 

Doug Johnson 

Steve Thaler 

 

Item #13 – Discussion Only:  Public Comment – None 

 

Item #14 – For Discussion Only:  Presentation by JE Fuller on the Johnson Lane Area 

Drainage Master Plan.  Mr. James introduced Mike Kellogg with JE Fuller, Inc.  Mr. Kellogg 

explained that this presentation is an abbreviated version from that given at a public open house 

in the Johnson Lane area and at the 2018 Forum.  An Area Drainage Master Plan (ADMP) is a 

planning level study of flooding hazards within the watershed over multiple water courses.  The 

general goals of ADMP are to develop a comprehensive understanding of the drainage exiting 

conditions and to develop alternative mitigation solutions.  Funding for development of the 

Johnson Lane ADMP is through a FEMA Cooperative Technical Partner (CTP) grant and 

Douglas County.  The ADMP was developed by JE Fuller and Lumos and Associates.   

 

The major project elements included data collection; topographic mapping by LiDAR and field 

survey; comprehensive watershed assessment of geology and historical flow paths; flood hazard 

assessment through hydrologic modeling and hydraulic (2D) modeling; and flood hazard 

classifications. 

 

Alternatives included OHV impacts; an individual lot management plan; individual lot retention; 

contour trenching; arterial road all-weather access; and roadside ditch lining.  Regional 

alternatives were also considered. 

 

The Flood Hazard Assessment started with hydrologic modeling (HEC-HMS) to include four 

storm events: a 25-yr., 24-hr. storm; a 100-yr., 6-hr. storm; a 100-yr., 24-hr. storm; and the July 

2015 storm estimate.  They built hydraulic modeling (FLO-2D) based on a 10-ft. grid element (4 

million total grids).  Sedimentation engineering was considered. 

 

Animation of the model showed the dynamics of a flooding event.  The Johnson Lane 

community was built without consideration of drainage flow.  The goal of modeling is to 

eliminate uncertainties.  The models were verified by USGS records for Johnson Lane Wash and 

resident flooding experience.  It was determined that the model was well calibrated. 

 

The flood hazard classification is to identify specific hazard areas for pedestrians, vehicles, and 

buildings.  The model provided information to county about what areas are vulnerable.  They 

used the HAZUS Analysis which is the FEMA model used for estimating potential economic 

losses from natural disasters.  Pulling their information into the HAZUS Analysis helps 

determine potential economic loss for each type of flooding event. 
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When considering regional mitigation alternatives, they recognized that the Johnson Lane area 

presents unique challenges including no drainage infrastructure as the community was developed 

and high sedimentation.  On-site mitigation would provide limited protection, so community-

wide solutions were considered. 

 

The chart of economic loss showed the estimated loss for a 100-yr. 6-hr. event to be higher than 

for a 100-yr. 24-hr. event which Mr. Bonkowski questioned.  Mr. Kellogg explained that the loss 

is greater for a 6-hr. event because it is more intense. 

Mr. Penzel asked if HAZUS includes landscaping.  Richard Waskowsky from JE Fuller 

responded that the HAZUS only includes structures and the contents of structures, not 

landscaping loses.  Mr. Penzel noted there was no significant in-house loss in the 2015 event but 

a great amount of landscape loss.  Mr. Kellogg explained that a census block means a block of 

information based on population density and type of housing.  It is a rough estimate but the 

standard of how things are calculated.  Mr. Penzel asked if that economic number can be used to 

claim FEMA loss.  Mr. Kellogg responded that it couldn’t; this is just for planning.  Mr. James 

explained that these are the figures that FEMA would use for planning grant purposes.   

 

Mr. Penzel asked if Kermin Depression was considered in determining that the water didn’t get 

to the Carson River.  Mr. Kellogg stressed that the modeling is to get storm water as safely 

through community as possible.  Mr. Penzel noted that the county ordinance requires planning 

for water in and water out so it doesn’t go through the community, so you have to consider water 

from where it begins and ends.  Mr. James explained that ordinances deal with a development 

and runoff can’t be greater than it was historically.  Mr. Penzel suggested stopping water as high 

up as possible and plan for water to flow through community.  BLM’s lack of planning has 

caused the county and community great problems.  Mr. Kellogg pointed out that there is no 

development on BLM land and if there was no development below, there would not have been 

damage.  Mr. Bonkowski noted that developers only have to develop to county requirements.   

 

Mr. Griffith asked if infrastructure is included in estimates.  Mr. Waskowsky responded that it is 

not factored into these numbers but can be factored into HAZUS.  Mr. Bonkowski stressed that 

this is a planning tool, not reflecting what has happened.  It is hard to plan for every 

circumstance since storm clouds will not be over the same land every time.  It was suggested that 

the county phase changes to remedy drainage problems over time.  Mr. Schank noted that 

planning tool helps the planning commission to require developers to plan for these events.   

 

Mr. Penzel asked if recurrence interval designations are used throughout the US and whether it is 

skewed by East Coast vs. West Coast conditions.  Mr. Kellogg explained that storm statistics are 

determined regionally.  Every new storm event will change data as it occurs to provide greater 

predictability.  The more data, the more accurate storm information will be.  Mr. Waskowsky 

noted that this modeling is based on data up to 2010. 

 

Constraints on this community are primarily lack of drainage infrastructure and high 

sedimentation.  On-site mitigation has a limited impact because most of the storm water is 

coming from off-site, from the watershed above.  Therefore, we need community-wide solutions.  

For the purpose of study the area was divided into five regional systems.  They include Unnamed 
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Wash A System; Hot Springs-Buckbrush System; Pine Nut North System; Pine Nut South 

System; and Johnson Lane Wash Dam System. 

 

Several locations were investigated for detention basins, looking for the greatest amount of 

benefit at the least cost.  Johnson Lane Wash is largest area with a unique geology so there 

wasn’t a lot of room to put in a basin.  Installing a basin on undeveloped area downstream 

doesn’t help residents higher upstream.  The most viable alternative was a dam structure 

upstream of the Mackay Street alignment.  They created a concept level design of what this 

might look like to determine whether this will fit within the topography and work as a hydrologic 

system.   

 

JE Fuller ranked the various projects based on the number of structures/homes removed from the 

flooding hazard by dam structures.  Designing for 25-yr storm costs less than the 100-yr basin 

but the 100-yr. basin can contain more water.  The prioritized list is as follows:   

• 1 – Pine Nut North projects designed to the 25-yr. level would provide most of the 

benefit. 

• 2 – Johnson Lane Wash Dam  

• 3 – Hot Springs-Buckbrush projects designed to the 100-yr. level 

• 4 – Pine Nut South projects designed to the 25-yr. level 

• 5 – Unnamed Wash A projects designed to the 25-yr. level 

 

Mr. Kellogg showed an animation with and without the preventative measures in place.  Mr. 

Stodieck asked how much water is backed up behind the dam.  Mr. Kellogg estimated 200 AF 

which would be released through a pipe, but he noted the system also has an overflow spillway.   

 

Potential funding sources for structure construction include:   

• FEMA Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) – Requires a FEMA approved Hazard Mitigation 

Plan which Douglas County has.  Awards planning and project grants and provides 

opportunities for raising public awareness about reducing future losses before disaster 

strikes. 

• FEMA Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) – Requires structures to be insured under the 

NFIP.  Projects submitted for consideration must be consistent with the goals and 

objectives identified in the agency’s Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Awards projects and 

planning grants that reduce or eliminate long-term risk of flood damage to structures 

insured under the NFIP. 

• FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grand Program (GMGP) – Requires a Presidential Major 

Disaster Declaration and 25% cost share from applicant.  Funding for projects listed in 

the agency Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

 

Item #15 – For Possible Recommendation:  Approval of the FY 2018-19 Final Budgets for 

the General Fund, Acquisition/Construction Fund, and Floodplain Management Fund.  Mr. 

James explained that on p. 59 of the Board package begins the explanation of the final budgets.  

Changes from the tentative budget are in red, grants in blue.  The Dept. of Taxation ad valorem 

tax numbers are compared to the tentative estimate in the notes column.  Bottom line on p. 62 of 

the General Budget proposes to increase funds moved from the General Fund to the 

Acquisition/Construction Fund by $15,000.  On p. 64, the Acquisition/Construction Fund is 
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budgeted as a holding place for projects, but nothing can be spent without Board approval.  One 

project considered is the grant from the Bureau of Reclamation which staff is proposing to 

increase by $20,000.  In the Floodplain Management Fund budget on p. 65, the amount received 

from the Mutual of Omaha CD has changed since the CD matured and the account is closed. 

 

Committee Member Roberts made the motion that the Carson River Watershed Committee 

recommend CWSD Board approval of the 2018-19 Final Budgets for the General Fund, 

Acquisition/Construction Fund, and Floodplain Management Fund at the Special Board meeting 

and Tentative Budget Hearing on May 22, 2018.  The motion was seconded by Committee 

Member Griffith and approved by the Carson River Watershed Committee. 

 

Item #16 – For Possible Recommendation:  Approval to pursue Water Smart Grant to 

develop a Water Marketing Strategy for the Carson River Watershed.  Mr. James explained 

that the Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) Water Smart grant focuses on water marketing, but its 

purpose is to achieve a more stable water source through storage.  Combining a study of both 

water storage and marketing options will provide a more comprehensive picture of storage 

options in the watershed.  We will need letters of support from the water purveyors within the 

watershed.  The grant proposal will be provided to the Board at a future meeting. 

 

Mr. Schank asked Mr. James whether he thinks it would be wise to include Fish and Wildlife 

from the beginning.  Mr. James responded that it is critical to form partnerships with water 

purveyors, counties, farmers, etc., so that everyone understands that no one is trying to take 

water from another community.  This study would be to determine what water is available and 

what makes sense in infrastructure to move that water around.  The farther east in the watershed, 

the less water is available.  If locations for water storage are identified beforehand, the need to 

release water into the desert during a flooding event would be minimized. 

 

Mr. Griffith expressed his concern about the language used in the title.  Mr. James noted that 

water marketing is USBR’s grant title.  We would focus on water storage and infrastructure to 

allow water to be moved to enhance the reliability of water supplies in communities.  All options 

must be within Alpine Decree, as well as Federal and State water laws. 

 

Mr. Stodieck asked if the only water that can be considered is flood water.  Mr. James responded 

that flood water is not a reliable source of water.  The focus will be on water rights identified in 

the Alpine Decree.  Mr. Stodieck noted that the Alpine Decree created a segmentation issue and 

asked what water can go behind a storage structure and how the water can be transferred to the 

area where it is needed.  Mr. James responded that this grant would help to identify storage sites 

throughout the watershed and an inventory of what is available.  The study would be to identify 

how to get the water to the location of need.  The amount of water needed is a couple thousand 

acre-feet.  The focus is on seasonal storage instead of storage over multiple years.   

 

Mr. Schank asked if this will require protocol with State Engineer for a temporary permit.  Mr. 

James responded that you’d have to own permitted water rights and transfer them to a storage 

site.  Mr. Schank clarified that this study is to identify potential water rights that can be 

transferred and identify potential storage sites.  Mr. James confirmed that it would be to identify 

potential storage sites and what water rights could be put into them without drying up 
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agriculture.   Mr. Schank asked if there are any current storage sites that can be enlarged.  Mr. 

James responded that Mud Lake could be enlarged, but there are issues with seepage.  There 

might be some off-stream storage like Brunswick Reservoir or groundwater aquifers.  Mr. 

Bonkowski noted that it would be necessary to identify funding to acquire water rights.  Mr. 

Roberts asked how much the grant is.  Mr. James responded that it is up to $200,000, but it must 

be matched.  Mr. James is hoping that CWSD can provide about $115,000 in cash and in-kind 

match. 

 

Mr. James explained that the initial focus would be on creating the Request for Proposals (RFP) 

and Scope of Work.  Mr. Roberts asked whether we are studying something that has no remedy.  

A lot of money doesn’t get you very far toward a utilizing minimal amount of benefit.  Mr. 

Schank noted that top priority from CWSD’s strategic planning was potential storage.  We can do 

that without the USBR Water Smart grant, but this will get us farther.  Mr. Bonkowski asked who 

is going to come up with funds to build storage facility.  Mr. James pointed out that the most 

likely sources would come from developers.  Mr. Roberts asked whether the strategic plan is in 

alignment with a practical approach.  Mr. Schank asked whether this is the best way we want to 

use the $75,000 which is reserved.  Mr. Roberts asked what if when the study is done and you 

have the information, no one wants to spend money to develop the storage.  Mr. Schank 

responded that Mr. James will need to have meetings and find out if we can get support.  Mr. 

James explained that staff will put a in time and effort into applying for this grant, but it is not 

guaranteed to us since it is a competitive grant.   

 

Mr. Stodieck asked whether the State Engineer would approve.  This study would only benefit 

the developer.  Mr. Gray noted that it would benefit the community and would require a 

conglomeration of resources.  Mr. James suggested that the study may need to just focus on 

lower watershed.  He agreed that the infrastructure is expensive, but the water source needs to be 

identified.  Stagecoach would be a good place to store water but would need a pipeline and 

spreading location to build up water for future use.   

 

Mr. Penzel asked if staff has had a conference with the State Engineer about doing this study in 

theory.  He suggested finding out how the State Engineer views what we are suggesting before 

we do this study.  Mr. Schank noted that Fish and Wildlife can’t use all the water in their system, 

but their rationale is that all the water belongs to them.  Under the Alpine Decree, if there is 

available water, we can transfer water which stays in the river and lose priority; but if it is in a 

pipeline, there would be a change of use, but you don’t lose the priority. 

 

Mr. Gray suggested authorizing staff to begin to plan for the grant application and bring it back 

to Board in June.   

 

Committee Member Gray made the motion that the Carson River Watershed Committee 

recommend CWSD Board approval for staff to put the grant proposal together for the Water 

Smart Grant to develop a Water Marketing Strategy for the Carson River Watershed and bring it 

back to the Board in June.  The motion was seconded by Committee Member Roberts and 

unanimously approved by the Carson River Watershed Committee.   
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Mr. Schank mentioned his concern for the potential of a lawsuit by the Pyramid Lake Paiute 

Tribe.  Mr. Gray commented that we can let the threat prevent us from exploring the options or 

do due diligence.  Mr. James noted CWSD’s role is to maximum the benefits of the water that’s 

available in the watershed.  Mr. Penzel agreed that the study can assist us in developing a 

coordinated view of managing the water resources.   

 

Item #17 – For Possible Recommendation:  Authorize staff to retain Patrick King, Esq. to 

assist with developing an agreement between the conservation districts and State Lands to 

do routine maintenance in the Carson River in an amount not to exceed $2,000.00.  Mr. 

James explained that Mr. King’s negotiating skills would be helpful in developing an agreement 

to do routine river maintenance.   

 

Committee Member Roberts made the motion that the Carson River Watershed Committee 

recommend CWSD Board authorization for staff to retain Patrick King, Esq. to assist with 

developing an agreement between the conservation districts and State Lands to do routine 

maintenance in the Carson River in an amount not to exceed $2,000.00.  The motion was 

seconded by Committee Member Penzel and unanimously approved by the Carson River 

Watershed Committee. 

 

Item #18 – Discussion Only:  Public Comment.  None. 

 

ADJOURN TO RECONVENE AS THE  

CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Item #19 – For Possible Action:  Approval to pursue Water Smart Grant to develop a Water 

Marketing Strategy for the Carson River Watershed.   

 

Item #20 – For Possible Action:  Authorize staff to retain Patrick King, Esq. to assist with 

developing an agreement between the conservation districts and State Lands to do routine 

maintenance in the Carson River in an amount not to exceed $2,000.00.    

 

Items #19 and #20 were discussed earlier in the meeting under Agenda Items #16 and #17, 

respectively.  There were no further Board or public comments, so both items were taken in one 

motion.   

 

Director Schank made the motion to approve the Carson River Watershed Committee’s 

recommendations on Items #19 and #20.  The motion was seconded by Director Stodieck and 

unanimously approved by the Board.  

 

Item #21– Discussion Only:  Staff Reports 

General Manager - Mr. James reported:   

• He has been working on a workshop with the US Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) to 

explain when a permit is needed and not.  The goal of determining what is exempt from 

permitting.  The workshop will be on June 1 in 2nd floor conference room of the Bryan 

Building.  Mr. Stodieck asked if the workshop could include going out to the river.  Mr. 

James will follow up on that suggestion. 
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• On Friday, 5/18/18, Mr. James is going to the Legislative Public Lands Committee 

meeting in Hawthorne to give a presentation on CWSD.   

• The FY 2018-19 Tentative Budget public hearing will be on Tuesday, 5/22/18, at 8:00 

a.m.  A conference call will be set up for Directors to call in since it is expected to be a 

very short meeting. 

 

Item #27- Discussion Only:  Directors’ Reports –  

Director Schank asked how the Governor will select a new State Engineer when Jason King 

retires.  Mr. James responded that as head of Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural 

Resources, Brad Crowell will appoint the new State Engineer.   

 

Director Abowd reported: 

• The Curry Street sewer/storm water infrastructure update project started yesterday, and 

the first day the crew hit a gas main. 

 

Item #28 – Discussion Only:  Update on activities in Alpine County.    

Supervisor Griffith reported:   

• Alpine Watershed Group, selected Kimra McAfee to replace Sarah Green as Executive 

Director.  Gavin Feiger resigned so AWG is seeking a new Coordinator. 

 

Item #29 – Discussion Only:  Update on activities in Storey County.  Committee Member 

Osborne reported: 

• The Virginia City sewer project is 65-70% done.  The community has been disrupted 

while pipes from 1860s and 1870s were discovered.  Archeologists have documented 

everything.  Ames Construction has done a great job of working with the community. 

 

Item #30 – Discussion Only:  Public Comment.  None.  

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Director Schank made the motion to 

adjourn, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Toni Leffler 

Secretary 
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CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING AND  

PUBLIC HEARING OF THE FY 2018-19 TENTATIVE BUDGET 

 

May 22, 2018, 8:00 A.M. 

DRAFT Minutes 

 

Chairman Abowd called the special meeting of the Carson Water Subconservancy District (CWSD) 

to order at 8:00 a.m. in the CWSD Conference Room, 777 E. William St., #110, Carson City, NV.  

Roll call of the CWSD Board was taken and a quorum was determined to be present.   

 

CWSD Directors present:   

Karen Abowd, Chairman 

Brad Bonkowski (by teleconference) 

Ken Gray 

Chuck Roberts (by teleconference) 

Ernie Schank (by teleconference) 

Fred Stodieck (by teleconference 

Steve Thaler (by teleconference) 

 

Directors not present:   

Carl Erquiaga, Vice Chairman 

Don Frensdorff 

Doug Johnson 

Barry Penzel 

 

Staff present: 

Edwin James, General Manager 

 

Also present:  None. 

 

Item #3 – For Possible Action:  Approval of Agenda.  Director Schank made the motion to approve 

the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Director Gray and unanimously approved by the CWSD 

Board.   

 

Item #4 – Discussion Only:  Public Comment –  None. 

 

Item #5 – For Possible Action:  PUBLIC HEARING – The Carson Water Subconservancy 

District will hold a Public Hearing on its FY 2018-19 Tentative Budget.  Chairman Abowd opened 

the public hearing of the CWSD on its FY 2018-19 Tentative Budget.  There being no questions or 

comments, the hearing was closed. 

 

Item #6 – For Possible Action:  Discussion for possible action regarding rejection, modification, 

or adoption of the FY 2018-19 Final Budget.  Mr. James noted that the changes from the FY 2018-

19 Tentative Budget to the Final Budget were discussed at the regular CWSD Board meeting on May 

16, 2018, and the Carson River Watershed Committee had recommended approval.  There was no 

further discussion at this meeting. 
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Director Schank made the motion to adopt the FY 2018-19 Final Budgets.  The motion was seconded 

by Director Gray and unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

Item #7– Discussion Only:  Public Comment –  None. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Director Gray made the motion to 

adjourn, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Edwin James 

General Manager 



AGENDA ITEM #7 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 































AGENDA ITEM #8 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS 















AGENDA ITEM #9 



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 20, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #9 - For Possible Action:  Approval of Interlocal Agreement 
#2018-8 with River Wranglers for Conserve Carson River Work Days and Vegetation 
Management. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Board approved the FY 2018-19 Final Budget which included a 
$26,000 grant to River Wranglers for Conserve Carson River Work Days and Vegetation 
Management (Account #7332-04).  Attached is Interlocal Agreement #2018-8 with River 
Wranglers for that project.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve Interlocal Agreement #2018-8 with River 
Wranglers for Conserve Carson River Work Days and Vegetation Management. 
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CONTRACT #2018-8 
 

INTERLOCAL CONTRACT 
 

Addressing Funding from Carson Water Subconservancy  
to River Wranglers 

to Assist with Carson River Workdays and  
Carson River Vegetation Management 

 
  
 THIS AGREEMENT dated this ____ day of __________, 2018, is entered into by 
and between RIVER WRANGLERS, a non-profit association (hereinafter "RW") and the 
CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT, a political subdivision of the State 
of Nevada (hereinafter "CWSD").   

WITNESSETH: 

 WHEREAS, RW is a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization; and 

 WHEREAS, RW has organized a program for the Carson River Workday 
Projects and Carson River Channel and Vegetation Maintenance, in which members of 
the respective communities within the district participate in river conservation and 
maintenance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, CWSD is a water subconservancy district created and organized 
under the provisions of Chapter 541 of NRS; and 

 WHEREAS, this Contract is entered into under the provisions of NRS 277.180 
and must be ratified by appropriate official action of the governing body of each party as 
a condition precedent to its entry into force; and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD and RW each possess common objectives and 
responsibilities with regard to the Carson River; and  

 WHEREAS, RW has requested funding to perform work during fiscal year 2018-
19 on the Carson River Workday Projects and Carson River Vegetation Management; 
and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD has agreed to set aside $26,000.00 for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2018, and to grant RW said amount in order to assist with the projects 
set forth in Exhibit "A." 

 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of the mutual 
covenants herein contained, it is mutually agreed by and between the parties as 
follows:  
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1. CONTRACT TERM:  

a CWSD hereby grants RW up to $26,000.00 to assist with the costs to 
conduct Carson River Water Days and Carson River Vegetation, as 
described in Exhibit "A." 

b RW will submit requests for funding periodically.  The request for funding 
shall be accompanied by a description of what the funds will be used for 
and shall reference this Contract.  

c CWSD commits to pay the approved amount of the request to RW within 
four (4) weeks of said request. 

d RW will submit Project Summary Reports (See Exhibit “B”), including 
before and after project pictures, project goals, etc., prior to final invoice 
payment or ten percent of grant funding will be withheld until reports are 
submitted.  

e CWSD shall have no responsibility for costs exceeding $26,000.00.   

f This Contract shall terminate June 30, 2019, at which time RW shall have 
one (1) month thereafter to submit its final invoice for payment related to 
work performed under this Contract. 

g Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, any obligation of 
CWSD hereunder is conditioned upon CWSD's funding resources.  If for 
whatever reason the CWSD's funding resources are reduced or 
eliminated, CWSD reserves the right to terminate this Agreement 
immediately in writing.  CWSD will reimburse RW for all costs that 
occurred under this Agreement up to the date the Agreement is 
terminated. 

2. LIMITED LIABILITY AND INDEMIFICATION: 

a.  Each party shall indemnify, hold harmless and defend (not excluding the 
others right to participate) the other party from and against all liability, 
claims, actions, damages, losses, and expenses, including, but not limited 
to, reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs, arising out of any alleged 
negligent or willful acts or omissions of the indemnifying party, its officers, 
employees and agents.  Such obligation shall not be construed to negate, 
abridge, or otherwise reduce any other right or obligation of indemnity 
which would otherwise exist as to any party or person described in this 
paragraph. 

b. The indemnification obligation under this paragraph is conditioned upon 
receipt of written notice by the indemnifying party within thirty (30) days of 
the indemnified party’s accrual notice of any actual or pending claim or 
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cause of action.  The indemnifying party shall not be liable to hold 
harmless any attorneys’ fees and costs for the indemnified party’s chosen 
right to participate with its own legal counsel. 

c. Prior to commencing the activities that constitute the Project, RW shall 
deliver to CWSD a certificate issued by its insurance carrier naming 
CWSD as an additional insured and stating that the policy will not be 
modified or cancelled without 30 days’ notice to CWSD. 

3. RW shall provide CWSD insurance as follows:   

a. General Liability Insurance:  Prior to commencement and for the duration 
of activities that constitute the Project that is the subject of this Contract, 
RW shall maintain commercial general liability (CGL) as follows:  

i. Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000.00) - General Aggregate. 

ii. Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000.00) - Products & Completed 
Operations Aggregate. 

iii. One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) - Each Occurrence. 

iv. CGL insurance shall be written on ISO occurrence form CG 00 01 
04 13 (or a substitute form providing equivalent coverage) and shall 
cover liability arising from premises, operations, products-
completed operations, personal and advertising injury, and liability 
assumed under an insured contract [(including the tort liability of 
another assumed in a business contract)]. 

v. CWSD, its officers, employees and immune contractors shall be 
included as an insured under the CGL, using ISO additional 
insured endorsement CG 20 10 or CG 20 26, or a substitute 
providing equivalent coverage, including coverage under the 
commercial umbrella, if any. 

vi. This insurance shall apply as primary insurance with respect to any 
other insurance or self-insurance programs afforded to CWSD 
There shall be no endorsement or modification of the CGL to make 
it excess over other available insurance; alternatively, if the CGL 
states that it is excess or pro rata, the policy shall be endorsed to 
be primary with respect to the additional insured. 

vii. There shall be no endorsement or modification of the CGL limiting 
the scope of coverage for liability assumed under a contract. 

viii. RW waives all rights against CWSD and its agents, officers, 
directors and employees for recovery of damages to the extent 
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these damages are covered by the commercial general liability or 
commercial umbrella liability insurance maintained pursuant to this 
Contract. Insurer shall endorse CGL policy as required to waive 
subrogation against CWSD with respect to any loss paid under the 
policy.  

b. Business Automobile Liability Insurance:   

i. RW shall maintain automobile liability and, if necessary, 
commercial umbrella liability insurance with a limit of not less than 
$1,000,000 each accident for bodily injury and property damage. 

ii. Such insurance shall cover liability arising out of owned, hired, and 
non-owned autos (as applicable).  Coverage as required above 
shall be written on ISO form CA 00 01, CA 00 05, CA 00 25, or a 
substitute form providing equivalent liability coverage. 

iii. RW waives all rights against CWSD and its agents, officers, 
directors and employees for recovery of damages to the extent 
these damages are covered by the automobile liability or other 
liability insurance obtained by RW pursuant this Contract.  

c. Workers Compensation Insurance  

i. RW will secure and maintain Workers Compensation during the 
period of the contract.  

4. NOTICE:  For invoicing and notice purposes, the address of each party is as 
follows: 

   RW     CWSD 
   Attn.: Darcy Phillips   Attn.: Edwin James 
 Executive Director   General Manager 
  P.O. Box 1612    777 E. William St., #110 
  Dayton, NV  89403   Carson City, NV 89706 
   (775) 856-9268    (775) 887-7456 
 

5. ENTIRE CONTRACT AND MODIFICATION: 

a. This Contract shall be by and between the parties hereto and shall not be 
assignable or transferable.   
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b. Any dispute regarding this Contract shall be decided according to the laws 
of the State of Nevada.  If any part of this Contract is declared to be 
unlawful, any remaining obligations shall be deemed terminated.  

c. This Contract may only be amended by consent of both parties.  Any 
amendments must be written and executed with the same formality as this 
Contract.   

d. This Contract constitutes the entire understanding between the parties 
and there are no representations, conditions, warranties or collateral 
agreements (expressed or implied), statutory or otherwise, with respect to 
the subject of this Contract. 

6. PROPER AUTHORITY: 

a. This Contract becomes effective when ratified by appropriate official 
action of the governing body of each party; however, the RW can submit 
expenses that have been incurred from July 1, 2018, forward. 

b. The parties hereto represent and warrant that the person executing this 
Contract on behalf of each party has full power and authority to enter into 
this Contract and that the parties are authorized by law to engage in 
cooperative action set forth herein. 

c. This Contract shall be entered into with duplicate originals, realizing that 
each entity, by necessity, must approve and execute the subject 
document at different dates, times and places. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Contract on the day 
and year first written above.   

DATED: ________________________  DATED: ________________________ 
 
       CARSON WATER 
RIVER WRANGLERS    SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Dan Kaffer, Chairperson    Karen Abowd, Chairperson 
 
ATTEST:      ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Eric Johnson, Secretary    Toni M. Leffler, Secretary to the Board  
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Exhibit "A" 
 
 

River Wranglers 
Conserve Carson River Work Days & Vegetation Management 

 
 
River Wranglers plans to continue Conserve Carson River Work Days and Vegetation 
Management Projects in the Carson River Watershed.  As part of the grant goals, River 
Wranglers will attempt to allocate approximately $6,000 per county.  The $6,000 will be 
used to help fund the Conserve Carson River Workdays and Vegetation Management 
Projects.  The Conserve Carson River Workdays provides students hands-on 
experience doing projects on the river. The Vegetation Management Projects provide 
the various conservation districts opportunities to utilize local labor crews and 
conservation crews to cut and plant willows for workdays and restoration, rodent 
control, and reduce potential flood hazards in the river and tributaries.  The funding also 
assists the conservation districts with outreach and education. 
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Exhibit “B” 

 

Project Summary Form  

Project name  

Type of Project   

Map ID# Per Stewardship Plan Maps if previously mapped 

Date Started  

Date Completed    

Location Details/Address  

Add Project # Latitude  Longitude  

Add Project # Latitude  Longitude  

Add Project # Latitude  Longitude  

HUC  

Contact Person   

Primary Objective (What will the project achieve? Was the objective achieved?) 

Area restored/stabilized 
Add linear feet of project/acreage/an applicable measurable unit/material used (rock, 

plants, etc.) 

Estimated Load Reduction Only if applicable 

Total Project Cost $ 

Project Partners List all partners 

 

 

 

Project Photos:  

 

Before construction:     After construction: 

 

Title: Example Photos (replace with specific project)  

    

Tracking Updates and Milestones  

Date Activity  

Add data and expand table/insert 

rows as required 
Add data and expand table/insert rows as required 

  



AGENDA ITEM #10



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 20, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #10 - For Possible Action:  Approval of Interlocal 
Agreement #2018-9 with Alpine Watershed Group for Upper Carson River Watershed 
Programs. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Board approved the FY 2018-19 Final Budget which included a 
$25,000 grant to Alpine Watershed Group for Upper Carson River Watershed Programs 
(Account #7600-05).  Attached is Interlocal Agreement #2018-9 with Alpine Watershed 
Group for that project.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve Interlocal Agreement #2018-9 Interlocal 
Agreement #2018-9 with Alpine Watershed Group for Upper Carson River Watershed 
Programs. 
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CONTRACT #2018-9 
 

INTERLOCAL CONTRACT 
 

Addressing Funding from Carson Water Subconservancy  
to Alpine Watershed Group 

to Assist with Upper Carson River Watershed Programs 
 

  
 THIS AGREEMENT dated this ____ day of __________, 2018, is entered into by 
and between ALPINE WATERSHED GROUP, a non-profit association (hereinafter 
"AWG") and the CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT, a political 
subdivision of the State of Nevada (hereinafter "CWSD").   

WITNESSETH: 

 WHEREAS, AWG is a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization; and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD is a water subconservancy district created and organized 
under the provisions of Chapter 541 of NRS; and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD and AWG each possess common objectives and 
responsibilities with regard to the Carson River; and  

 WHEREAS, AWG desires to conduct several projects in the Upper Carson River 
watershed; and 

 WHEREAS, AWG has requested funding to during fiscal year 2018-19 for Upper 
Carson River Watershed Programs; and 

 WHEREAS, CWSD has agreed to set aside $25,000.00 for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2018, and to grant AWG said amount in order to assist with the 
projects set forth in Exhibit "A." 

 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of the mutual 
covenants herein contained, it is mutually agreed by and between the parties as 
follows:  

1. CONTRACT TERM:  

a CWSD hereby grants AWG up to $25,000.00 to assist with the costs to 
conduct Upper Carson River Watershed Programs, as described in 
Exhibit "A." 

b AWG will submit requests for funding periodically.  The request for 
funding shall be accompanied by a description of what the funds will be 
used for and shall reference this Contract.  



 

Page 2 of 7  
CONTRACT #2018-9 

c CWSD commits to pay the approved amount of the request to AWG 
within four (4) weeks of said request. 

d AWG will submit Project Summary Reports (see Exhibit “B”), including 
before and after project pictures, project goals, etc., prior to final invoice 
payment or ten percent of grant funding will be withheld until reports are 
submitted.  

e CWSD shall have no responsibility for costs exceeding $25,000.00.   

f This Contract shall terminate June 30, 2019, at which time AWG shall 
have one (1) month thereafter to submit its final invoice for payment 
related to work performed under this Contract. 

g Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, any obligation of 
CWSD hereunder is conditioned upon CWSD's funding resources.  If for 
whatever reason the CWSD's funding resources are reduced or 
eliminated, CWSD reserves the right to terminate this Agreement 
immediately in writing.  CWSD will reimburse AWG for all costs that 
occurred under this Agreement up to the date the Agreement is 
terminated. 

2. LIMITED LIABILITY AND INDEMIFICATION: 

a.  Each party shall indemnify, hold harmless and defend (not excluding the 
others right to participate) the other party from and against all liability, 
claims, actions, damages, losses, and expenses, including, but not limited 
to, reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs, arising out of any alleged 
negligent or willful acts or omissions of the indemnifying party, its officers, 
employees and agents.  Such obligation shall not be construed to negate, 
abridge, or otherwise reduce any other right or obligation of indemnity 
which would otherwise exist as to any party or person described in this 
paragraph. 

b. The indemnification obligation under this paragraph is conditioned upon 
receipt of written notice by the indemnifying party within thirty (30) days of 
the indemnified party’s accrual notice of any actual or pending claim or 
cause of action.  The indemnifying party shall not be liable to hold 
harmless any attorneys’ fees and costs for the indemnified party’s chosen 
right to participate with its own legal counsel. 

c. Prior to commencing the activities that constitute the Project, AWG shall 
deliver to CWSD a certificate issued by its insurance carrier naming 
CWSD as an additional insured and stating that the policy will not be 
modified or cancelled without 30 days’ notice to CWSD. 
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3. AWG shall provide CWSD insurance as follows:   

a. General Liability Insurance:  Prior to commencement and for the duration 
of activities that constitute the Project that is the subject of this Contract, 
AWG shall maintain commercial general liability (CGL) as follows:  

i. Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000.00) - General Aggregate. 

ii. Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000.00) - Products & Completed 
Operations Aggregate. 

iii. One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) - Each Occurrence. 

iv. CGL insurance shall be written on ISO occurrence form CG 00 01 
04 13 (or a substitute form providing equivalent coverage) and shall 
cover liability arising from premises, operations, products-
completed operations, personal and advertising injury, and liability 
assumed under an insured contract [(including the tort liability of 
another assumed in a business contract)]. 

v. CWSD, its officers, employees and immune contractors shall be 
included as an insured under the CGL, using ISO additional 
insured endorsement CG 20 10 or CG 20 26, or a substitute 
providing equivalent coverage, including coverage under the 
commercial umbrella, if any. 

vi. This insurance shall apply as primary insurance with respect to any 
other insurance or self-insurance programs afforded to CWSD 
There shall be no endorsement or modification of the CGL to make 
it excess over other available insurance; alternatively, if the CGL 
states that it is excess or pro rata, the policy shall be endorsed to 
be primary with respect to the additional insured. 

vii. There shall be no endorsement or modification of the CGL limiting 
the scope of coverage for liability assumed under a contract. 

viii. AWG waives all rights against CWSD and its agents, officers, 
directors and employees for recovery of damages to the extent 
these damages are covered by the commercial general liability or 
commercial umbrella liability insurance maintained pursuant to this 
Contract. Insurer shall endorse CGL policy as required to waive 
subrogation against CWSD with respect to any loss paid under the 
policy.  

b. Business Automobile Liability Insurance:   
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i. AWG shall maintain automobile liability and, if necessary, 
commercial umbrella liability insurance with a limit of not less than 
$1,000,000 each accident for bodily injury and property damage. 

ii. Such insurance shall cover liability arising out of owned, hired, and 
non-owned autos (as applicable).  Coverage as required above 
shall be written on ISO form CA 00 01, CA 00 05, CA 00 25, or a 
substitute form providing equivalent liability coverage. 

iii. AWG waives all rights against CWSD and its agents, officers, 
directors and employees for recovery of damages to the extent 
these damages are covered by the automobile liability or other 
liability insurance obtained by AWG pursuant this Contract.  

c. Workers Compensation Insurance  

i. AWG will secure and maintain Workers Compensation during the 
period of the contract.  

4. NOTICE:  For invoicing and notice purposes, the address of each party is as 
follows: 

   AWG     CWSD 
   Attn.: Kimra McAfee   Attn.: Edwin James 
 Executive Director   General Manager 
  P.O. Box 296    777 E. William St., #110 
  Markleeville, CA 96120   Carson City, NV 89706 
   (530) 694-2327    (775) 887-7456 
 

5. ENTIRE CONTRACT AND MODIFICATION: 

a. This Contract shall be by and between the parties hereto and shall not be 
assignable or transferable.   

b. Any dispute regarding this Contract shall be decided according to the laws 
of the State of Nevada.  If any part of this Contract is declared to be 
unlawful, any remaining obligations shall be deemed terminated.  

c. This Contract may only be amended by consent of both parties.  Any 
amendments must be written and executed with the same formality as this 
Contract.   

d. This Contract constitutes the entire understanding between the parties 
and there are no representations, conditions, warranties or collateral 
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agreements (expressed or implied), statutory or otherwise, with respect to 
the subject of this Contract. 

6. PROPER AUTHORITY: 

a. This Contract becomes effective when ratified by appropriate official 
action of the governing body of each party; however, the AWG can submit 
expenses that have been incurred from July 1, 2018, forward. 

b. The parties hereto represent and warrant that the person executing this 
Contract on behalf of each party has full power and authority to enter into 
this Contract and that the parties are authorized by law to engage in 
cooperative action set forth herein. 

c. This Contract shall be entered into with duplicate originals, realizing that 
each entity, by necessity, must approve and execute the subject 
document at different dates, times and places. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Contract on the day 
and year first written above.   

DATED: ________________________  DATED: ________________________ 
 
       CARSON WATER 
ALPINE WATERSHED GROUP   SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Kirma McAfee, Executive Director   Karen Abowd, Chairperson 
 
ATTEST:      ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Zach Wood, Secretary    Toni M. Leffler, Secretary to the Board  
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Exhibit "A" 

 

 
Alpine Watershed Group 

 

 

Specific activities for AWG's Upper Carson River watershed program include the following:   

 

Goal #1:  Access and restore the natural systems by identifying impacts to watershed 

systems and addressing these degradations with monitoring and restoration practices. 

• Hope Valley Aquatic Habitat Restoration Planning 

• Markleeville Creek Restoration 

• Grover Meadow Restoration & ADA Access Project 

• Markleevillage Fuels Reduction Project 

• East Fork of the Carson Restoration Project 

• Faith & Forestdale Project 

 

Goal #2:  Increase community awareness and participation for watershed stewardship 

by educating community members and visitors about the values of our natural 

resources.   

• Annual Aspen Festival 

• Watershed Education Program integrated into the Diamond Valley School’s 

Advanced Learning Program 

 

Goal #3:  Build the capacity of the Alpine Watershed Group by partnering with natural 

resource agencies and community organizations and collaborating with regional land 

managers, local resource specialists, and diverse community organizations in order to 

identify watershed needs and develop a community response. 
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Exhibit “B” 

 

Project Summary Form  

Project name  

Type of Project   

Map ID# Per Stewardship Plan Maps if previously mapped 

Date Started  

Date Completed    

Location Details/Address  

Add Project # Latitude  Longitude  

Add Project # Latitude  Longitude  

Add Project # Latitude  Longitude  

HUC  

Contact Person   

Primary Objective (What will the project achieve? Was the objective achieved?) 

Area restored/stabilized 
Add linear feet of project/acreage/an applicable measurable unit/material used (rock, 

plants, etc.) 

Estimated Load Reduction Only if applicable 

Total Project Cost $ 

Project Partners List all partners 

 

 

 

Project Photos:  

 

Before construction:     After construction: 

 

Title: Example Photos (replace with specific project)  

    

Tracking Updates and Milestones  

Date Activity  

Add data and expand table/insert 

rows as required 
Add data and expand table/insert rows as required 

  



AGENDA ITEM #11 

 

CARSON RIVER WATERSHED COMMITTEE 

 

ROLL CALL 



AGENDA ITEM #12 

 

CARSON RIVER WATERSHED COMMITTEE 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 



AGENDA ITEM #13



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
CARSON RIVER WATERSHED COMMITTEE 

 
TO:  COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 20, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #13 - For Possible Recommendation:  Approval to submit 
an application for the Bureau of Reclamation WaterSMART Water Marketing Strategy 
Grant to develop the Carson River Watershed Water Market (Exchange/Transfer) 
Program. 
 
DISCUSSION:  As part of the 2017 CWSD strategic planning process, one of the top 
priorities of the Board was to evaluate possible storage sites throughout the watershed.  
Included in the 2018-19 budget is $50,000 to hire a firm to do this analysis.  In May of 
this year, CWSD came across a proposed grant from the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) 
for a WaterSMART grant to develop a water marketing strategy.  Part of the grant 
includes the evaluation of storage options.   
 
Staff believes this grant is a good fit for CWSD to pursue since it will expand CWSD’s 
study of evaluating possible storage sites to also identify what water resources would 
possibly be available for each storage site.  Attached for your information is a copy of 
the first five pages of the draft grant application.   
 
One of grant requirements is the applicant must provide at least a match of 50 percent of 
the total costs of the study.  The match can be a combination of cash and in-kind.  
Below is the proposed budget for the grant:  
 
 CWSD Cash Match   $  50,000 
 CWSD In-Kind Match  $  53,085 
 Stakeholders Match  $   2,750 
 Subtotal    $ 105,835 
 Funding from BOR  $  95,000 
 Total Study Cost  $ 200,835 
 
The other grant requirement is that CWSD needs Letters of Support from entities in the 
watershed.  As of June 11, 2018, CWSD has received five letters of support including 
ones from the Nevada State Engineer and TCID.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Recommend that CWSD authorize staff to pursue the 
Bureau of Reclamation WaterSMART Water Marketing Strategy Grant. 



 

 

CARSON RIVER WATERSHED WATER MARKET (EXCHANGE/TRANSFER) PROGRAM 

Water Smart Grant Application; FOA # BOR-DO-18-F010; Funding Group 1 

 
  

MAY 15, 2018 

CARSON WATER SUBCONSERCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
777 E. William Street, Suite 110A, Carson City, NV 89701 

 
Edwin D. James, General Manager 

777 E. William Street, Carson City, NV 89701 
775.887.7456 

edjames@cwsd.org 
 

mailto:edjames@cwsd.org
mailto:edjames@cwsd.org
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1.0 Executive Summary 

In the Carson River Watershed (Watershed), all the water is allocated which means any new 

water demand must get its water from an existing user.  Enhancing water reliability for the entire 

Watershed is critical to address and reduce potential conflict between agricultural, municipal and 

industrial, and environmental users; and conflict between upstream and downstream users.  The 

Carson River Watershed has limited upstream storage, therefore, maintaining a consistent water 

supply which meets all the demands of diverse users has always been a challenge.  In addition, 

all of the groundwater basins are over-allocated and some basins are facing possible pumping 

curtailment by the Nevada Division of Water Resources.  Users downstream of Lahontan 

Reservoir (Newlands Project) are concerned with increased groundwater pumping in the upper 

and middle portions of the watershed which may potentially reduce flows into Lahontan 

Reservoir.  Exacerbating this concern is the change in runoff patterns; current streamflow data 

shows that the spring runoff has been coming earlier in the spring and there is less flow in the 

summer time.  Recent work done by the USGS shows that this trend will continue in the future.  

This earlier runoff will impact agricultural users and municipalities who will need surface water 

to meet future demands and the environmental uses of the river.  By developing a water 

marketing plan for the Carson River Watershed, Carson Water Subconservancy District (CWSD) 

will address the instability of the water supply; legal and physical constraints; and identify and 

rank possible storage locations in the system.  Developing this water market (exchange/transfer) 

program will address and reduce potential conflict between agricultural, municipal and 

industrial, and environmental users by enhancing water reliability for the entire Watershed. 

 

Development of the Carson River Water Marketing Strategy will take two years to complete.  

The tentative project schedule would begin October 1, 2018 and conclude September 30, 2020.  

 

The Water Market (Exchange/Transfer) Program will evaluate water opportunities from the 

headwater to the terminus, which includes the Newlands Project, the first U.S. Bureau of 

Reclamation (USBR) project in the United States.  The Newlands Project provides water to 

farmlands in Churchill and Lyon Counties utilizing Lahontan Reservoir.  This storage facility is 

located two-thirds down the river and is the largest surface water storage on the Carson River. 

Water demands in the Newlands Project often exceed the available supplies coming from the 

Carson River.  To augment the water needs of the Newlands Project water is diverted from the 

Truckee River through the Truckee Canal. This canal links the Truckee and Carson Rivers. 
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2.0 Background Data  

2.1 Carson River Watershed: 

The Carson River Watershed (Watershed) encompasses approximately 3,965 square miles in 

California and Nevada.  The Carson River begins as two separate tributaries, the East and West 

Forks, high in the Sierra Nevada in California.  These forks join to form the main stem of the 

Carson River near Genoa, Nevada before continuing its journey to its terminus in the Carson Sink 

(Churchill County).  The Watershed also encompasses five major groundwater basins: Carson 

Valley, Eagle Valley, Dayton Valley, Churchill Valley, and Carson Desert Valley (Fallon Area).  

All the water in the Watershed, both surface and groundwater, is fully allocated, so any new 

demands for water must come from existing sources.  

The largest surface storage on the Carson River is located two-thirds down the river.  This storage 

facility, known as Lahontan Reservoir, provides water to the Newlands Project.  The Newlands 

Project was the first U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) project in the United States and provides 

water to farmlands in Churchill and Lyon Counties.  Water demands in the Newlands Project often 

exceed the available supplies coming from the Carson River.  To augment the water needs of the 

Newlands Project water is diverted from the Truckee River through the Truckee Canal. This canal 

links the Truckee and Carson Rivers. 

Upstream of Lahontan Reservoir there is very limited surface water storage.  The water supply of 

the Carson River is almost entirely dependent upon the winter snow pack that accumulates in the 

Sierra Nevada Mountains.  Most of the annual runoff is concentrated in a three- or four-month 

period in the spring.  Today, municipalities within the Watershed typically utilize groundwater to 

meet their water demands.  However, as growth continues in the Watershed many water purveyors 

will need to consider developing surface water supplies.  The availability and timing of the water 

runoff is further limited by the potential impacts of climate change.  Climate change could mean 

agricultural users will be out of water earlier than they were historically, resulting in more 

groundwater pumping or less production for farmers.  Those water purveyors who have to use 

surface water to meet their water demands will have to evaluate ways of utilizing the water 

resources in the spring time when water demands are low. T his will involve conjunctive use and 

storing spring runoff for summer use.  Any of those projects will require an active water marketing 

program to move water in the watershed.  

All the surface water is allocated to the users described in following sections through a federal 

decree known as the Alpine Decree.  The Alpine Decree allocated the East and West Forks, and 

main stem of the Carson River into eight autonomous segments.  Transferring water rights from 

one segment to another segment changes the priority of a given water right.  Based on this and 

other restrictions in the Alpine Decree, the movement of water must be done in a systematic and 

careful manner.  

In 2013, CWSD developed the Comprehensive Regional Water System Plan (Plan).  The Plan 

provides a foundation from which to move forward with this exchange/transfer program.  CWSD 



 

 
 

would take a regional approach to work with water purveyors to enhance water supply, leverage 

existing infrastructure investments, facilitate water transfers during critical shortages, and improve 

climate change resiliency.  

 

2.2 Water Users: Agricultural:  

Over 95% of the surface water of the Carson River is utilized by agricultural users.  The average 

yearly flows (based on data from 1940 to 2017) on the East and West Forks are 264,062 acre-feet 

and 74,440 acre-feet, respectively.  Once the Carson River flows into Nevada there are several 

small tributaries that only reach the Carson River during storm events.  The exception to this is 

Clear Creek, which does flow year-round except during very dry years.  The average yearly flow 

at the Carson City gage and at the Fort Churchill gage are 289,433 acre-feet and 282,258 acre-feet, 

respectively.  Irrigation diversions account for the reduction in flows as the water moves down 

through the Watershed.  A summary of minimum, maximum, and average flows and the period of 

continuous records are shown on Table 2.1 which are based on analysis of the USGS gage data.   

 

Table 2.1  Summary of Water Flows in the Carson River 

Gage 
Period of 
Record 

Maximum  Minimum Average 
Flow Year Amount Year Amount 

Gardnerville East Fork 1940-2017 2017 751,608 1977 66,280 264,062 

Woodfords West Fork 1940-2017 2017 191,010 1977 18,885 74,440 

Carson City 1940-2017 2017 933,728 1977 42,329 289,433 

Fort Churchill 1/ 1940-2017 2017 917,829 1977 26,266 272,258 

1/ The Buckland Ditch is located just upstream of the Ft. Churchill gage and diverts water 
around the gage which causes a skew in the Ft. Churchill gage readings depending on 
actual diversion at any one time. 

 

2.3 Water Users: Municipal and Industrial:  

In the Carson River Watershed, there are 13 major water purveyors who serve approximately 

116,690 users (2018 Water Rate Report).  Current water demand is approximately 25,390 acre-

feet. The majority of this supply comes from groundwater resources.  

 

Table 2.2 lists the 13 water purveyors and, of these, the majority support this project.  However, 

some are skeptical about a water marketing program and are concerned about their water rights 

being encroached upon.  CWSD staff is working with the water purveyor staff members to present 

the idea of an exchange/transfer program to their boards.  

 
  



 

 
 

Table 2.2: Water Purveyor in the Carson River Watershed.  

County Water Purveyor 

  

County Water Purveyor 

Alpine County 
Markleeville Water 
Company 

Douglas 
County  

Indian Hills General 
Improvement District 

Carson City 
County Carson City Public Works 

Douglas 
County  Town of Minden 

Churchill 
County Churchill County Lyon County Lyon County Utilities 

Churchill 
County City of Fallon Lyon County  

Silver Springs Mutual 
Water Company 

Douglas 
County  

Douglas County Public 
Works Lyon County  

Stagecoach General 
Improvement District 

Douglas 
County  

Gardnerville Ranchos 
General Improvement 
District 

Storey 
County  

Storey County Public 
Works 

Douglas 
County  

Gardnerville Water 
Company     

Citation: 2018 Water Rate Report 

 

2.4 Water Users: Environmental 
In the development of the Alpine Decree no water was reserved for environmental purposes.  

However, over the years some water has been purchased for environmental purposes.  One 

example is the US Fish and Wildlife which manages Stillwater National Wildlife Refuge east of 

Fallon.  They have purchased water rights to ensure the habitat for migratory birds is robust and 

healthy.  Also, CWSD utilizes its water in Lost Lakes and Mud Lake to enhance instream flows.  

In addition to these environmental uses, the Carson River is becoming a hub for people who want 

to recreate in and around the river.  Therefore, a healthy watershed environment contributes to the 

value of its communities.  

2.5 Reclaimed Water for Municipal and Industrial Use:  
In the Carson River Watershed all the reclaimed water is fully utilized.  Treated effluent from the 

Tahoe Basin, Incline Village GID, Douglas County Sewer Improvement District, and South Tahoe 

Public Utility District is exported to the Carson River Watershed.  The treated effluent is fully 

used for irrigation of agriculture fields, golf courses, parks, and green belts.  Currently, there are 

no direct discharges to the Carson River. The use of reclaimed water and quantities produced by 

the various wastewater plants in the Watershed is provided in the “Reclaimed Water Use Analysis 

– Carson River Watershed” report developed by Walker and Associates for the CWSD, which is 

included in the Regional Comprehensive Water Plan, Appendix A.  

2.6 Description of the Study Area 

This project would develop an exchange/transfer program for the entire Carson River Watershed 

(Watershed), a large watershed encompassing over 3,965 square miles within portions of six 

counties in California and Nevada (Figure 1).  Please refer to KMZ/KML file for latitude and 

longitude of the watershed. [DN1]From the headwaters to the terminus, the Carson River 

Watershed encompasses five major groundwater basins: Carson Valley, Eagle Valley, Dayton 

Valley, Churchill Valley, and Carson Desert Valley.  



AGENDA ITEM #14



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
CARSON RIVER WATERSHED COMMITTEE 

 
TO:  COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 20, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #14 - For Possible Recommendation:  Approval of 
Resolution #2018-1 authorizing application to the Bureau of Reclamation for a 
WaterSMART Water Marketing Strategy Grant to develop the Carson River Watershed 
Water Market (Exchange/Transfer) Program. 
 
DISCUSSION:  One of the requirements of the Bureau of Reclamation WaterSMART 
Grant application is a Resolution from the Grantee approving application for the grant.  
Attached is CWSD Resolution #2018-1 to meet that requirement  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Recommend that the CWSD Board approve Resolution 
#2018-1 authorizing application to the Bureau of Reclamation for a WaterSMART Water 
Marketing Strategy Grant to develop the Carson River Watershed Water Market 
(Exchange/Transfer) Program. 



 

CWSD Resolution #2018-1  1 

CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

RESOLUTION #2018-1 

AUTHORIZING APPLICATION TO THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, BUREAU 

OF RECLAMATION FOR A WATERSMART WATER MARKETING STRATEGY GRANT TO FUND THE 

CARSON RIVER WATERSHED WATER MARKET (EXCHANGE/TRANSFER) PROGRAM 

 

WHEREAS, the United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), 

as part of the WaterSMART Program, is offering cost-shared funding to support the 

development of Water Marketing Strategies and has issued Funding Opportunity 

Announcement Number BOR-DO-17-F010 (the FOA) stating the requirements and terms for 

receiving a WaterSMART Water Marketing Strategy Grant; and 

WHEREAS, the Carson Water Subconservancy District (CWSD) was formed in 1959 to contract 

with local ranchers and Reclamation for the reimbursement of the construction of the 

Watasheamu Dam on the East Fork of the Carson River; and  

WHEREAS, in 1989, after the Reclamation abandoned the Watasheamu Dam project, the 

Nevada Legislature charged CWSD with the responsibility of “management and development of 

water resources” to alleviate reductions and loss of water supply in the Carson River 

Watershed; and  

WHEREAS, CWSD works with various counties, water purveyors, irrigation districts, and 

environmental agencies to evaluate water projects that enhance water supply for all users; and  

WHEREAS, the WaterSMART Grant specifies that grant awards will not exceed 50% of the total 

project costs, with a requirement for local cost share of 50% or more; and 

WHEREAS, CWSD requests a $95,000 WaterSMART Water Marketing Strategy Grant; and 

WHEREAS, on June 20, 2018, the Board of Directors of the Carson Water Subconservancy 

District (CWSD) voted to pursue funding from Reclamation for a WaterSMART Water Marketing 

Strategy Grant to analyze a regional Water Market (Exchange/Transfer) Program in the Carson 

River Watershed. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Carson Water 

Subconservancy District (CWSD) that:  1) the Board of Directors has reviewed and supports the 

grant application for the above-mentioned grant, 2) the Board of Directors authorizes the 

General Manager to legally enter into an agreement with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation for 

the above-mentioned grant, 3) the Board of Directors officially authorizes the CWSD to commit 

to financial and legal obligations associated with the receipt of a financial assistance award 

under this Funding Opportunity Agreement, 4) the Board of Directors proclaims the capacity to 

provide $50,000 matching cash funds, $55,835 of in-kind match from CWSD staff, and 



 

CWSD Resolution #2018-1  2 

cooperative in-kind match from various stakeholders in the watershed, and 5) the Board of 

Directors proclaims that CWSD will work with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to meet the 

established deadlines for entering into a grant agreement for the above-mentioned grant.   

ADOPTED this 20th day of June 2018, by the following vote:   

AYES:  Directors _____________________________________________________ 

NOES:  Directors _____________________________________________________ 

ABSENT: Directors _____________________________________________________ 

ABSTAIN: None. 

       _______________________________ 
       Karen Abowd, Chairperson 
 
ATTEST: 
  
 
___________________________________________ 
Toni M. Leffler, Secretary to the Board 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND PROCEDURE: 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Patrick O. King, Esq., General Counsel 



AGENDA ITEM #15



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
CARSON RIVER WATERSHED COMMITTEE 

 
TO:  COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 20, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #15 - For Possible Recommendation:  Approval to change 
CWSD office space from Suites #102 and #103 to Suite #111 with accompanying rent 
increase. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The owner of the building at 777 E. William St., Carson City, NV, where 
the CWSD office is located informed staff that the office space adjoining CWSD’s main 
office suite (#110 and #110A) will become available in July of this year.  The owner was 
wondering if CWSD would like to move from Suites #102 and #103 (across the hall) to 
this new office space (next door).  The new office space is larger than what CWSD 
currently is renting and has more working and storage space.  Anyone who has been to 
our office can see that we are tight on storage space.  The owner would like CWSD to 
enter into a four-year agreement with an annual increase in rent of 3 percent (see 
attached draft agreement).  In exchange, the owner has agreed to modify the new office 
to fit CWSD’s needs and to install new carpet.  The owner is also willing to install new 
carpet in our current office (#110 and #110A).  
 
The increased office space will cost more than what we are currently paying.  The total 
increase will be approximately $9,000/yr. more than what is in the 2018-19 budget; 
however, the increase in the future will be less.  The reason for this is that CWSD is not 
currently paying for the additional storage space we are using in the building, but we will 
be charged for this storage space starting in Fiscal Year 2019-20.  
 
There will also be costs to move the office furniture and run the internet wiring.  Staff is 
estimating this cost to be approximately $1,500.  If approved by the Board, costs 
associated with the increased rent and the move will come out of the Outside 
Professional Services account (#7114-00).   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Recommend that the CWSD Board approve CWSD 
moving some of its offices from Suites #102 and #103 to Suite #111 at 777 E. William 
St., Carson City, NV. 



















































AGENDA ITEM #16



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
CARSON RIVER WATERSHED COMMITTEE 

 
TO:  COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  June 20, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #16 – For Possible Recommendation:  Approval to submit a 
grant application for FEMA Cooperating Technical Partners funds. 
 

DISCUSSION:  On January 23, 2018, CWSD staff met with the Carson River Watershed 
FEMA Charter group to begin discussing potential flood-related projects to be funded 
under the FEMA 2018 Cooperative Technical Partnership (CTP) Program.  These funds 
can only be used for studies and outreach.   
 
Based on that meeting and several follow up conversations with the various county 
Flood Administrators, the following is a prioritized list of potential projects to be 
submitted to FEMA under the CTP Program for FEMA MAS #9:   
 

1. Lyon County: South Dayton Area Drainage Master Plan 
2. Carson City: North Carson City Area Drainage Master Plan 
3. All Counties: 2019 Flood Awareness Program 
4. Douglas County: Restudy and Remapping of the Pinenut Flood Plan in Douglas 

County. 
 
The total proposed cost for the four projects and CWSD administration is $649,803.  
There is no match required for this grant; however, FEMA does want to see a leverage 
match.  The leverage for MAS #9 will be the counties staffs’ time working on the various 
project and some earlier work done by the counties related to these projects.  CWSD 
staff is still calculating how much leverage will be available for MAS #9.  
 
CWSD staff is estimating that there may be approximately $649,803 available for this 
round of funding. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend that the CWSD Board authorize staff to 
submit a grant application for FEMA Cooperating Technical Partners funds. 



 

Area Drainage Master Plan for Dayton Area South of the Carson River 

Background: Over the past ten years public, residential, and commercial facilities in the Dayton area 

have received significant damage from severe winter storms, flooding, and mudslides.  In 2017, the 

Dayton area experienced two major flood events.  Damage to public infrastructures were estimated to 

be over $5 million.   

Historically, the Dayton area was developed with very little consideration to potential flooding from the 

Pine Nut Mountain Range.  Over the years growth in this area has boomed.  Due to the limited planning 

related to flood control, the damage caused by flooding has increased with growth.  Lyon County wants 

to evaluate what infrastructures are needed to protect the community and reduce flood losses.   Lyon 

County also needs to know the costs to construct these facilities.   

Scope:  Produce an Area Drainage Master Plan (ADMP) for the area outlined in red on shown on Figure 1. 

The detail area is approximately 22 square miles with the total drainage area of approximately 42 square 

miles.  The ADMP will identify drainage patterns, undersized infrastructure, as well as potential locations 

and sizes of detention basins, channels, and levees that would be necessary to reduce the flood risk.  The 

ADMP would produce a preliminary cost estimate for these improvements and allow the county to budget 

for and prioritize flood control projects.  

Leverage for this project will include LiDAR and county staff time.  

Figure 1. 

 



North Carson City Identification and Mitigation Project  

Background:  Over the past several years Carson City has remapped several of their floodplains 

in the north part of the City.  The new floodplain maps have identified properties/structures 

that are located in the FEMA special flood hazard areas.  Carson City is interested in reducing 

the number of properties/structures in the special flood hazard areas.  

Scope:  CWSD will hire an engineering firm to evaluate what infrastructure is needed to reduce 

the number of properties/structures in the special flood hazard areas.  CWSD will utilize the 

hydrology and hydraulics developed in updating the flood hazard mapping in the northern part 

of Carson City.  Using this information, an engineering firm will determine detention basins, 

channel and pipe sizes, and inlet locations, for mitigation of the SFHA.  The work will also 

include conducting preliminary cost-to-benefit ratio analysis.  Figure 1 shows the study area 

which is approximately 10 square miles. 

Leverage for this project will include: LiDAR and Carson City staff time.  

Figure 1. 

 



Perform Community Engagement and Project Outreach 

Scope:  CWSD will work with floodplain administrators in the Carson River Watershed, the 
Nevada State Floodplain Manager, and community members to develop the Project Outreach 
and Communications Flood Awareness Program for 2019.  This is a continuation of the 
Northern Nevada Flood Awareness Program that started in 2014. The implementation of this 
outreach is consistent with CWSD’s Carson River Watershed Regional Floodplain Management 
Plan (2008) Suggested Action (SA-30).  It is expected that community engagement will increase: 

• Understanding of natural hazard risk within a community;  

• Knowledge regarding the importance of avoiding those risks through floodplain 
protection; 

• Provision of information to community residents to protect their home, property, and 
persons before, during, and after a flood; and  

• Local support of efforts to reduce natural hazard risk within a community or watershed 
area.  

The process will include various outreach outlets, such as billboards, radio (in both English and 
Spanish), and workshops during the Nevada Flood Awareness Week.  The goal is to inform 
residents throughout Northern Nevada about how to protect themselves in case of a major 
flood and their role in reducing the impact of natural disasters.  The outreach and workshops 
will be paired with presentations to county planning staffs and elected officials throughout the 
watershed.  In 2018, a program was developed to bring flood awareness into the local 
elementary and middles schools throughout the watershed.  The goal in 2019 is to expand the 
program to more schools. 

The project will promote awareness of flood events in the Carson River watershed for calendar 
year 2019. 



Restudy and Remapping the Pine Nut Wash 
 
Background: Douglas County has been very active in restudying and remapping various floodplains 
throughout the Carson Valley.  There are only a few places with Zone A mapping in Douglas County.  
Douglas County would like to restudy and remap the Pine Nut Creek area and determine base flood 
elevation for the area.  
 
Scope:   Restudy and remap the Flood Zone A portion of Pine Nut Creek in Douglas County (see attached 
figure).  Douglas County would like to establish floodways and determine base flood elevation (BFE) to 
eliminate undetermined BFE in the Zone A base portion of the Pine Nut Creek area.  
 
Project:  The project would include: 

• Develop Topographic Data 

• Acquire Base Map 

• Perform Floodplain Mapping 

• Develop FIRM Database 

• Produce Preliminary Map Products 

• Distribute Preliminary Map Products 

• Post- Preliminary Map Products 

Douglas County believes they already have acceptable hydrology for the study area.   

 

Figure 1.  

 



AGENDA ITEM #17 

 

CARSON RIVER WATERSHED COMMITTEE 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 



AGENDA ITEM #18



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 20, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #18 – For Possible Action:  Approval to submit for the 
Bureau of Reclamation WaterSMART Grant to develop a Water Marketing Strategy 
Grant to develop the Carson River Watershed Water Market (Exchange/Transfer) 
Program. 
 
DISCUSSION:  This topic was discussed earlier in the meeting under Agenda Item #13. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Pursue the recommendation of the Carson River 
Watershed Committee.   
 



AGENDA ITEM #19



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 20, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #19 – For Possible Action:  Approval of Resolution #2018-1 
authorizing application to the Bureau of Reclamation for a WaterSMART Water 
Marketing Strategy Grant to fund the Carson River Watershed Water Market 
(Exchange/Transfer) Program. 
 
DISCUSSION:  This topic was addressed earlier in the meeting under Agenda Item 
#14. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve the recommendation of the Carson River 
Watershed Committee. 



AGENDA ITEM #20



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 20, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #20 – For Possible Action:  Approval to change CWSD 
office space from Suites #102 and #103 to Suite #111 with accompanying rent increase. 
 
DISCUSSION:  This topic was addressed earlier in the meeting under Agenda Item 
#15. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve the recommendation of the Carson River 
Watershed Committee.  



AGENDA ITEM #21



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 20, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #21 - For Possible Action:  Approval to submit a grant 
application for FEMA Cooperating Technical Partners fund. 
 
DISCUSSION:  This topic was discussed earlier in the meeting under Agenda Item #16. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve the recommendation of the Carson River 
Watershed Committee. 



STAFF REPORTS 



CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
TO:  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  EDWIN D. JAMES  
 
DATE:  JUNE 20, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #22 - For Information Only:  Staff report  
 
DISCUSSION: The following is a list of meetings/activities attended by Ed James and staff 
since the last Board meeting on May 16, 2018: 

• 5/17/18 – Brenda and Justin participated in AmeriCorps First Aid Training. 

• 5/17/18 – Ed met with Mitch Blum of HDR Engineering in Reno. 

• 5/17/18 – Ed met with Tim Bardsley of the National Weather Service and Jay Aldean 

with Truckee Meadows Flood Authority regarding flood inundation mapping. 

• 5/18/18 – Shane and Justin assisted River Wranglers demonstrate the floodplain 

model for Ag in the Classroom at Scarcelli Elementary School in Gardnerville. 

• 5/18/18 – Ed gave a presentation about CWSD to the Public Lands Committee in 

Hawthorne. 

• 5/19/18 – Debbie helped demonstrate the floodplain model at the Douglas County 

Safety Day event in Gardnerville. 

• 5/21/18 – Ed met with Director Penzel for his annual director’s update. 

• 5/21/18 – Ed, Brenda, and Shane met regarding planning the CRC 20-Year 

Celebration. 

• 5/22/18 – Ed participated in the FY 2018-19 Tentative Budget Hearing. 

• 5/22/18 – Ed participated in the Carson Truckee Water Conservancy District 

(CTWCD) Board meeting and FY 2018-19 Tentative Budget Hearing. 

• 5/23/18 – Ed had a breakfast meeting with Patrick King and Rich Wilkinson, Mike 

Hayes, and James Settelmeyer of the Carson Valley Conservation District regarding 

river work permitting.   

• 5/23/18 – Brenda and Shane met with Duane Petite of The Nature Conservancy 

regarding arrangements for the use of River Fork Ranch for the CRC 20-Year 

Celebration on June 22. 

• 5/23/18 – Ed and Debbie met with Jack Jacobs of Jacobs Family Berry Farm about 

the WaterSMART grant. 

• 5/29/18 - Ed met with Director Robertsl for his annual director’s update. 

• 5/30/18 – Debbie and Justin helped River Wranglers with the Flood Awareness 

school event. 

• 5/30/18 – Ed met with Director Thaler for his annual director’s update. 

• 5/30/18 – Ed met with Director Bonkowski for his annual director’s update. 

• 5/30/18 – Ed met with Committee Member Jardine for his annual director’s update. 

• 5/30/18 – Brenda and Shane participated in the interview filming for Watershed 

Literacy 3 Campaign video project. 
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• 5/31/18 – Ed, Brenda, and Shane met with Birgit Henson and Mary Kay Wagner of 

NDEP regarding the Watershed Literacy grants. 

• 6/1/18 – Ed and Brenda participated in the US Army Corps of Engineers (US ACE) 

permitting workshop. 

• 6/1/18 – Debbie participated in the Floodplain Managers Association (FMA) 

conference call. 

• 6/1/18 – Debbie demonstrated the floodplain model at Oodles of Noodles in Dayton. 

• 6/5/18 - Ed met with Director Johnson for his annual director’s update. 

• 6/5/18 – Justin participated in the AmeriCorps Monthly Professional Development 

Training in Reno. 

• 6/5/18 – Debbie helped River Wranglers demonstrate the floodplain model at 

Scarcelli Elementary School. 

• 6/5/18 – Ed gave a presentation about CWSD to the Good Governance Group in 

Minden. 

• 6/6/17 – Staff participated in a staff meeting regarding arrangements for the CRC 20-

Year Celebration. 

• 6/6/18 – Ed and Toni met with Jennifer Lewis of Bank of America regarding banking 

products. 

• 6/6/18 – Ed met with Director Penzel, Mike Kellogg of HDR Engineering, and others 

regarding the Johnson Lane ADMP. 

• 6/7/18 – Ed Committee Member Griffith for his annual director’s update. 

• 6/7/18 – Brenda participated in a Hydro Partners conference call. 

• 6/7/18 – Brenda, Shane, and Justin participated in a teleconference with NEON 

regarding the Watershed Literacy video production. 

• 6/8/18 – Ed met with Rob Holley of Dayton Valley Conservation District (DVCD) and 

Tom Minor regarding repair of Tom’s diversion structure. 

• 6/8/18 – Shane participated in the Carson City Weed Coalition meeting. 

• 6/11/18 – Ed met with J.D. Frisby, the new Minden Town Manager. 

• 6/11/18 – Toni participated in a training session in Minden for the new Douglas 

County meeting policy. 

• 6/12/18 – Ed met the dam safety inspectors at Lost Lakes. 

• 6/13/18 – Ed attended the Town of Minden Board meeting regarding the proposed 

WaterSMART grant. 

• 6/14/18 – Ed met with Darcy Phillips about River Wrangler projects and grants. 

 

Meetings/events scheduled during the balance of June:  

• 6/22/18 – Staff will participate in the CRC 20-Year Celebration at River Fork Ranch. 

• 6/25/18 – Brenda will participate in a meeting with Alpine Watershed Group (AWG) in 

Markleeville about the Hope Valley Management Plan. 

• 6/26/18 – Debbie will participate in a 2018 Flood Awareness Week planning meeting. 
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• 6/27/18 – Staff will meet to begin planning for the 2018 Carson River Watershed “Get 

on the Bus” Tour on Sept. 25-26, 2018. 

• 6/29/18 – Debbie will participate in a FMA conference call. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Receive and file.  



NO CORRESPONDENCE
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