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Bureau of Water Quality Planning (BWQP)

Standards, Assessment, and Monitoring Branch establishes, reviews, and revises water 

quality standards for surface water; develops total maximum daily loads (TMDLs); and 

conducts statewide monitoring (including bioassessment) of Nevadaôs surface waters.

Non-Point Source Branch reduces surface-water pollution in impaired waters by 

supporting activities to implement watershed plans and install water quality restoration 

projects, along with issuing 401 Water Quality Certifications and educating the public.

Lake Tahoe Watershed Program works collaboratively with stakeholders and other 

agencies to restore, protect, and preserve the Lake Tahoe watershed. 
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A Brief History of EPA and the Clean Water Act

Á On December 2, 1970, President Richard M. Nixon signed 

an Executive Order establishing the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA)

Á The order consolidated many environmental responsibilities 

of the federal government, including protection of the 

nationôs waters, under one agency: EPA 

Á 1972 amendments to the 1948 FWPC Act became known as 

the Clean Water Act (CWA), under the purview of EPA

Á CWA Objective:  ñRestore and maintain the chemical, 

physical and biological integrity of the nationôs watersò
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The Clean Water Act and Water Quality Standards

Á The CWA requires EPA to periodically update all ambient 

water quality criteria, based on the latest science

Á Nevada is authorized by EPA to implement the CWA, 

including setting water quality standards for Nevada

Á States are required to review all new criteria every 3 years, 

and hold public meetings as part of the Triennial Review

ÁNevadaôs water quality standards are provided in Nevada 

Administrative Code (NAC) 445A.11704 - 445A.2234



What Constitutes a Water Quality Standard?

WQS
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East Fork Quinn River, Black Rock Desert Region

NAC Tables of WQS for Designated Waters, NAC 445A.1252 ï2214

Example (snippet of NAC table):

WLS IRR AQL RWC RNC MDS IND PWL AES ENH MAR

X X X X X X X

Temperature 
o
C

    S.V. < 20
o    

T = 0o *
pH - SU S.V. 6.5 - 9.0 *

Dissolved Oxygen - mg/L S.V. > 6.0 *

Total Phosphorus (as P) - mg/L S.V. < 0.10 * *

Total Ammonia (as N) - mg/L c *

Total Dissolved Solids - mg/L S.V. < 500 *

E. coli - cfu/100 mL
G.M. < 126 

S.V.< 410 *

Fecal Coliform - No/100 mL S.V. < 1,000 *
Toxic Materials e

Designated Beneficial Uses

Aquatic Life Species of Concern

STANDARDS OF WATER QUALITY

Quinn River, East and South Forks
Beneficial UsesCRITERIA TO 
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RMHQsPARAMETER
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ÁThe Integrated Report (IR) was ñintegratedò in 2002 and now 

combines the 303(d) list of ñimpaired watersò report with 

the 305(b) report on water quality inventory

Á The IR provides to EPA, the status for designated waters in 

Nevada, and answers the following questions:

Á Is the quality of the water sufficient to support all existing and 

designated beneficial uses for that waterbody?

Á If not, what beneficial uses are not being supported?

Á What parameters cause the impairment and what is the source of 

the impairment?

Á Designated waters determined NOT to be WOTUS are excluded from 

the Integrated Report.
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What is the Process to Prepare the Integrated Report?

East Fork Quinn River, Black Rock Desert Region

ÁStaff in the Bureau of Water Quality Planning (BWQP) compile 
all water quality data for the assessment period

ÁMost data for Nevadaôs surface waters are collected by BWQP staff, 

but additional data come from the USGS, BLM, SNWA, USFWS, and 

other entities

Waterway in the Las Vegas Valley

Photo credit: Southern Nevada Water Authority
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ÁData for each waterbody or waterbody segment are 

compared against Nevadaôs water quality standards for that 

waterbody (NAC tables 445A.1256 ï445A.2214), plus 

standards that apply to all waters with AQL, WLS, IRR, or 
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ÁRecall that water quality standards consist of designated 

beneficial uses and numeric criteria values to protect those uses

ÁFor the 2016-18 IR, approximately 700 waterbodies were 

assessed, using data from more than 1,000 sampling sites

ÁApproximately 2 million data records

ÁAbout 150 parameters
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East Fork Quinn River, Black Rock Desert Region

ÁWater quality standards are associated with each waterbody 

in BWQPôs new assessment tool, WART

What is the Process to Prepare the Integrated Report?


