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Precipitation Rankings
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Why So Dry? It’s the Jet Stream!

February 2019February 2020
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March 3 2020 201920182017
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53%
Snowpack, vs median 3/9

53%
Total precip, vs average 

10/1-3/9
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Week 1-2 Outlook

3/11 3/15 3/18 3/22 3/25
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Outlook into Early April
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Crystal Ball April through June

Lean Drier 
than Normal 

April-June

No models 
show wet

Favoring above 
normal temps
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Odds of a “Recovery”

1 in 50
Tim & Chris Odds of SWE 

“Recovery” in Carson 
River Basin by early April.
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April-July Water Supply Outlook

41%
Headwaters, % of avg.

18%
Carson-Lahontan, % of avg.
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Compare to Previous Years

18%
Lahontan Inflow, % of 

avg.

2020 Forecast is

186
2019

97
2018

323
2017

75
2016

2-9
2014 & 2015

24
2013

travelnevada.com
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Peak Flow Timing

May 4
W Carson Headwaters

May 14-19
E Carson & Main Stem
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Carson @ Carson City

Snowpack volume AND spring weather play key roles in timing.
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Water Supply Forecast Verification
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U.S. Drought Monitor Trends

Drought has crept 
back into the region 
since October 1st.

Nowhere near as 
bad and extensive vs 
2013 “analog” year.
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Upgraded Flash Flood Warnings

Three Category Rating 
System for Impacts

Base - a.k.a. CYA 
(EAS/no WEA)

Considerable - impact 
populated areas, roads, 
debris flows (EAS/WEA)

Catastrophic - devastation, 
emergency, major dam 

failure (EAS/WEA)

Debris flow over Hwy 395 at Topaz, 2018
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Carson Valley, viewed from Prison Hill, Feb 9th

Carson found the water!


