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Wow! That was a

“oncein acareer”
winter!

Oh look, it’s
snowing, and cold,
and windy again...
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April 7th... .
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Several strong to extreme atmospheric rivers made landfall into California. These heavy precipitation
storms combined with no rain shadow & colder than normal temperatures led to a historic showpack.
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Days with high

temp of 65°+ at Minden’s 24-hour

Reno 11/1-4/5. orecip ending New
First time on record Year’s morning.

back to 1894! Heaviest 1-day

71.2"

precip on record Minden’s snowfall
Normally we have back to 1906 | since October 1st.

23 such days! 2nd only to 1910.
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Accumulated Precipitation - MINDEN, NV
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Western United States - Precipitation Western United States - Precipitation
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[ssued: Nov 2022 Valid: Dec—Jan—Feb 2022-23 [ssued: Nov 2022 Valid: Dec—Jan—Feb 2022-23

- T T T T
51N ] ¢ *Q} T RN i L 5IN{ L ) *‘Q} ) e 7 ]
a T a R
49N e ;D‘:h 49N . e S o
o Uy T L) & - Ry o | S N R &
45N 1 . = ; ¥ : . i : d ; ‘ 45N 1 , : , ...... " . " ; ]
: ' i : : i : : : 1 ® : : : : : ? : : : : T
%431«1- | \ : ; F e @ 19N ' ' ' ' ' [ R R o .
= 41N 1 ’ e I . " - '. E FELF IS (R (R N N ...... ....... ...... ]
= aan ' ! c AN = : : :
-E 38N . : i ; . : ] ‘= 38N b | N (o
: o : : : AT
=l 37N ' 1 37N - e F
" : [r| : t q:
35N 1 - ] -
3 Forecast Category 3 9N ) ‘ Forecast Category
E_I.u 39N f= 37N 4
@ Above Normal . E Above MHedlan
& BN 2 s
WY Hear Normaeal Near Hedian
28N 1 ' 2N |
QL Balow Normal Balow Maedian
27N 1 = 27N 1 a -y
25 S \T Equel Chances Equal Chances
\ 'bIP : B5N 1 r% Y.,
- Y
eI ﬁl_\\ ¥ 23N { - T
- Fas
eLN ' ' : ' ' ' ' ' —— — : ! ' 21N - - . - - . - . — m\x . - -
Degrees Longitude Degrees Longitude
Categorical Temperature Observations Cate%urical Precipitation Observations
alid: Dec—Jan—-Feb 2022-23 alid: Dec—Jan-Feb 2022-23
BIN{ o, . “% LD 7] 51N ; “% lD pes e 7
o Wane~ %i% ~ o W~
49N : " R S 48N i SR S SR
o L R T N : . . Q%f o IW = . . Q%v/—
. S S B . SN e s B R Vah SN
N : : : : : : : : ¢ N ] : : ! : ! ! ' ' : ¢
® : Ly TN == Ly ® | - A S 1y Y 7=
'g 41N : : : i ; f : : ; : ; 3 ® , 'g 41N : : i Sy : s =
- : : : i ; ; : : ] : - = . . . i ; :
-'E BBN T : ‘: : -E ------------- .- -: -- -E- - - E - : E % 0 w I s E BQN E : E -E .
- 3TN V.S I S -l BTN S A IR
n 35N n =N ...... , n_l
3 : Observed Category 8 I . . . Observed Category
[ £ 1] 0 ;
on 5N : . : : sbove Normal . a0 o : . J sbove Medlan
o sy T . B R P TR S € 51N ——
= o o o s : Neor  Hormael = Heor Median
20N 29N .
Below NMormal . 3 Balaw Madian
YN 2N a
-y
B5H 250 b
N LI
29N = 29N -
! ! = =
BN 195W  121F 10 LIY 109 0% I100W  97W 59 8%  O0W  @W T/ W 6% 6% ol PSR 195w 12IW LLW 1031 109F 106W  100W  97F  59% 837 LW &M IR %W oo%  eon 8
Degrees Longitude Degrees Longitude

Seasonal forecasts: too good to ignhore, but not good enough to use. 8
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Forecast guidance for Reno-Carson City area, as of 4/17 AM.
Snowmelt continues to be rather gradual with cool/warm cycles and no big heat or rain.
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8-14 Day Temperature Outlook

Valid: April 25 - May 1, 2023
Issued: April 17, 2023

8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook

Valid: April 25 - May 1, 2023
Issued: April 17, 2023
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Week two outlook showing no screaming signals for anomalous heat/cold nor wet/dry.

Likely continues trend of a relatively gradual melt of snowpack. .
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Chart shows probability of atmospheric river making landfall at various latitudes and out to 16 days.

Chart is mostly quiet - pretty typical as we head later into April and May.

Wet Pacific storms remaining north of our region. "
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Weeks 3-4 Temperature Outlook @ Weeks 3-4 Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: April 29 - May 12, 2023 Valid: April 29 - May 12, 2023
Issued: April 14, 2023 \ﬁ\\ Issued: April 14, 2023

¥/
]\
f \
\ / Chances
Q \
i *”‘-'
Above \ e = i
\ »
\
¥ \
i Ctfqual \\ y S Equal -
& Nj anses |\ Probability (Percent Chance) .~ & Nj Chances | Probability (Percent Chance) .-
7 \ Above Normal Below Normal i \ Above Normal Below Normal
L8 N
- B s055%  poyg  5055% Q\{m B 5055%  poyg  5055%
Y [ 5560%  Chances 55-60% [ ‘ o [ 55-60% Chances 55-60% [
"‘Be s B 60-70% - 60-70% [ . > ) .' B 60-70% - 60-70% [
g;' TR B 70-80% 70-80% R o ’ ( B 70-80% 70-80% N
Ko . o’ ke I 80-90% 80-90% [ N ; E B 50-90% 80-90% [
igacig g P I 90-100% 90-100% [N S I 00-100% 90-100% [N

Storm door remains at least slightly open into early May.
Note: averages this time of year are low, so doesn’t take much to be “above normal”

Leaning of near to below normal temps = snowpack melt remains gradual. Is that good or not? 12
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Seasonal Temperature Outlook

Valid: May-Jun-Jul 2023
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Seasonal Precipitation Outlook
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Precip: No favored outcome. Some signs the monsoon may be less active than last year.

Temps: Leaning above normal but not a high confidence scenario - “cooler winter pattern” may linger.
Good news for snowmelt as that keeps the door open to a more gradual melt scenario. 13
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
April 2023

Significant Wildiand Fire Potential
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Below Nanma

First time in many years that
we have green “below
normal” in the Sierra!!!

Delayed start in mountains
for sure, but TBD on activity
late summer & autumn.

Note that Great Basin s
“near normal”. If we end up
with a hotter June-July, a
quick ramp up in fire activity
is possible.

Oregon-Washington is
probably where things will
take off the soonest this
summer: less winter precip,
continued drought.

15



Weather Forecast Office
Reno, NV

Monday, April 17

= Forest Wivte . . Fore ™
3 Goos: i Duck Vallay
) s Modh ’ ' & 4 @ ‘ | £ Shakion ¥ ! Reservation®
o= i Nato WIFIRF National @
3 For k] Refuge =
] . LA .
| ‘] % Modk ‘ @ t Shakon ‘
° : - 5 Wirtier ML ¢
: Q ‘ o . 3 Refuge
a # b 2 : L 4
— 3 %) Mod: ‘ 4
? L= | @ - s ':"’ |
= National — Q X
e © 0 ' L) -
Vel F = - A A (]
? Lax -(—9— % Black Rock
s Nat - - Desert { High
ville -G E: Fo . 6 Roc nyon °
. - ‘.
Honey L aas . ? - ;
Lake “J“, . - : rli;} e ol
- Park suwsavile @ NG E %t Fo Black Rock [
PI $ High F
"" 7752t g o®i oK
' . uln:\"l Natonl ’ g
dier 7 Park ] E: For
Pl - 7
Natonal v e
For i 4
[} r'x;g{.; ) i ‘ i
< Plu : LA 4 ! ‘
3 Naton | ‘
Tah G hie ' Fo z H Py |
Natinal ' ;
For . \ Lake F
49611t ’ . D Jumbokd
5 it | ‘ Loke B ;"n'.ﬁ.., 5 P .
: 1 ( g Jational
Y - ca ‘ NT'}:. ¥ Chic Foost - ‘ RV ‘
: Yuba City Tahde ‘ Forest '
: ‘ Re sarvat
(4 ~
- J Ntl”v | | r\lnu.‘. ate
. . . = Yuba City For atione
Historical Fires o Yo G & - Wikie -
California: 1878-2023 3 ; & At W L o
United States: 2006-2023 o, e ¥ i
. - - - b Fore st - vico
aal: 29 » I Historical Fires Yued . ‘

]
California: 1878-2023 P El ’
"4 United States: 2006-2023 & eon cit
el Year. 2017 - 2017 Historical Fires yRee
Forast

California: 1878-2023
United States: 2006-2023
Year. 2011 - 2011

2019 :
2017

Historical Fires
California: 1878-2023 10376 1t B Wai i
United States: 2006-2023 : &5';_’:",* g [
Year: 2006 - 2006 Aty Dapot

2011 E T wlP Bi
2006

Mountain fire activity normally limited and/or delayed following big snow winters. Drought tree kill adds a huge wildcard.
Great Basin areas can be more active due to increased fine fuels & grasses, but not a guarantee. 16
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- Streams will be high, cold, and fast
well into summer. Some campgrounds
near streams could be affected.

- Increased numbers of rescue incidents.

- Lakes and reservoirs will be a lot fuller
than in recent years.

- High elevation Sierra passes will open
much later than normal.

- Plan on snow sections for early
summer mountain trails.

- Maybe consider leaning toward mid to
late summer for big backcountry
adventures. At least there will be

plenty of water! -
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