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Goals of the 30-Year Plan:
Evaluate Effects Growth and Climate Change will 
have on Streamflow and Groundwater Trends in 
the Carson River Watershed

• Evaluate Future Water Demands and Water Supplies 
by Area

• Utilize the Upper and Middle Carson River Models 
Developed by the USGS

• Identify Water Supply Sources

• Identify Potential Water Limitations 

• Evaluate Groundwater/Surface Water Interaction

• Evaluate Potential Mitigation Strategies



What the 30-Year Regional 
Water Plan Will Not Do

• It Will Not take away anyone's water rights

• It Will Not propose any changes to the 
Alpine Decree or Nevada Water Law

• It Will Not evaluate any water purveyor’s 
water master plan



30-Year Regional Water Plan 
Includes: 

• Working with the USGS to Update the Upper and 
Middle USGS models

• Working with Lumos to gather future water 
demands and supplies

• Identify possible water limitations and shortfalls
• Identify possible mitigation alternatives

Not part of the 30-Year Regional Water Plan but is 
currently being developed is the Carson River 
Capture model which will identify possible 
groundwater pumping impacts to surface flow.



Upper Carson River 
Basin Study by USGS 



Update the 2021 Model with 
Future Water Demands

Funded by Douglas County



Update of the Middle Carson 
River Basin Model



Middle Carson River Basin Model



Middle Carson River Basin Model
Funded by CWSD



Capture Model

Funded by Churchill County, TCID, and US 
Fish and Wildlife









Establishing Capture Management Zone and 
Humboldt River Conservancy District for the 
Humboldt River Region - NDWR
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