
Douglas County Floods of 2023, 
Lessons Learned & Stormwater 

Master Planning



Blue Line Streams 
in Douglas County

Ruhenstroth

Fish Springs

Buckeye Creek

Johnson Lane



Ruhenstroth Community Smelter Creek and 
Unnamed Tributary



Smelter Creek





Pinenut Creek in Fish Springs







Pinenut Creek Upstream Storage Feasibility Study



Buckeye Creek break out over Buckeye Road







Johnson Lane Wash



Johnson Lane downstream of Stephanie, 
Romero, Skyline and Chowbuck 

Detention Basins project



Stephanie Detention Basin

Skyline Detention Basin



Irrigation Ditches overflowing from 
diversions in Carson River



Levee Erosion East Fork 
Carson River

Downstream of levee is a 
golf course and residential 

neighborhood.



After all of that…
Board of County Commissioners funded a Stormwater Master Plan to be a proactive approach to 

manage and control stormwater in the County.

Douglas County Stormwater Master Plan and Capital Improvement Projects List

• Covers entire County
• Goal is reducing risk of damage and improving water quality
• Organize existing drainage reports
• Provide list of priority projects
• Identify additional areas to study
• Discussion on funding possibilities for identified projects







Project Prioritization Criteria

• Frequency of Issue
• Level of impact (roads, infrastructure, private property, structures)
• Number of Parcels impacted
• Maintenance Intensity
• Floodplain
• Easements
• Feasibility
• Cost
• Public Agency Coordination/Permitting











Questions?
Courtney Walker, Stormwater Program Manager

(775) 782-6215
cwalker@douglasnv.us 

mailto:cwalker@douglasnv.us
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