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What'’s the Outlook for the Carson Basin? . . csday. March 6

From Floods to a Winter That is Fighting to Catch Up:

Winter started slow,
;. but our Miracle
March Blizzard
R covered some
— ground for SWE ...

brought a few problems along the way
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April 1 Snow Courses (squares) and SNOTEL
(circles) ranked over the period of record. Note
all measurements in the Carson Basin were new

records!

e Blue Lakes highest in 105 years by 13" of
SWE! (1952 2nd highest)

e Upper Carson Pass highest in 94 years! (Beat
1969 and 1952 by over 8" of SWE)

® Poison Flat highest in 65 years - Crushed
1983 record by over 20"! (combined SNOTEL and

Snow Course)
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Potential for precipitation

favorable unfavorable

Above: An animation illustrating the enhanced and suppressed
convective phases of the MJO as it moves eastward.

From the Climate.gov ENSO blog

Wednesday, March 6

® The MJO, or Madden Julian

Oscillation may have played a role.

While ENSO (El Nifio Southern
Oscillation) is stationary and will last
for several seasons or longer, the
MJO is an eastward moving cluster of
storms in the tropics that circles the
planet every 30-60 days on average.

® The MJO can either overlap with and

enhance the effects of El Nino, or it
can be destructive and work against
the atmospheric pattern, as we saw
several instances of early this winter.
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Then Came The March Blizzard Reno, NV
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& Why Was This Storm So Different?
® Residence time and

colder air mass
e Position of the jet
stream and unusually
B strong low level winds
K Depth and position of

I
sy

the offshore low

pressure system
® Pacific moisture feed

Photo: CHP Gold Run
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6-10 Day Precipitation Outlook
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Seasonal Temperature Outlook

Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2024
Issued: February 15, 2024
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Seasonal Temperature Outlook &%
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Regional Snowpack and Storm Totals

Percent NRCS 1991-2020 Median March 4, 2024, first of day
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SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT IN CARSON
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Carson Snowpack- Monthly accumulated SWE gains
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April-July 2024 Water Supply Forecasts Reno, Ny
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West Fork of Carson April-July Median Forecast Reno, NV
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East Fork of Carson April-July Median Forecast Reno, Ny
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Seasonal (Apr-Jul) Historical Flow for CEMCI1
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Reservoir Storage as of 2/28/2024
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Photo: NV
DOT Reno

Plowing Mt

Rose Highway,
where 7 FEET
of show fell!

Tim Bardsley, Senior Service Hydrologist, NWS Reno: Tim.Bardsley@noaa.gov

Dawn Johnson, Warning Coordination Meteorologist, NWS Reno: Dawn.Johnson@noaa.gov
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