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What is a QAPP? 
• A formal planning document for collecting

environmental data.

• It outlines and plans for the who, what,
when, where, why and how to collect,
disseminate and verify environmental data.

• It documents Quality Assurance and
Quality Control requirements.

• A United States Environmental Protection
Agency (USEPA) requirement to ensure
data accuracy, consistency, integrity and
repeatability.
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Why is a QAPP important?
• Required by USEPA

• Plans Data Sampling

• Ensures Data Quality,  Credibility and
Validity

• Supports Decisions

• Meets Legal/Grant Rules

• Builds Trust

• Leads to better on-the-ground solutions

Why does CWSD need an approved QAPP?

• An NDEP Grant Deliverable

• Update of the Carson River Watershed
Stewardship Plan

• Increase in quality data

• Collect quality reliable water quality
samples that can be used by the
scientific community including NDEP
and USEPA.

• May assist NDEP in updating TMDL
information

• Delisting of pollutants requires more
data collection
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Project Management

What are QAPPs Key Components
and Core Elements?

Assessment and Oversight

Data Validation and UseData Acquisition and 
Management

Project Sampling Sites
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Outcomes and Next Steps
• Five-year Approval
• Collection of Data
• Annual Review
• Provide NDEP data
• Pursue Partner MOUs
• Revise QAPP
• Revisions to include other sampling and

MOUs

Questions?
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